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L E T T E R LVII. 

jf^Z^ men alike * Mookfetters and Printers 4. 
CharaBer of the Spanijh language. Spa^ 
niJJj didiionary i Spanijh etymologiji . G6n-* 
gora. Lope de Vega, ^^WCaldcron^ Au- 
tos Sacramen tales and Loas. The devil 
inmarioUs^lays. The devil turn d preacher a 
Auguftin Marcto^ Not a£is, but daysi 
Unities little minded. Sainete, Zarzuela^ 
fintremcs, iiWMociganga^ Theparijb 
xlerk. Tranjlations of the clajficsf and 
books of chivalry. OjUCVcdo, Fcyjoo^ 
Del^'Ifla and his Fray Geriindio. Ca- * 
firiV account of Arabic books. JUan amd 
tJjloa. Lopez rf ' Public libraries. 

• , . Madnd> Oft. 10, Vj^di 

THE fafliioriable charac^crifers of^ 
modern nations^ *^ breed that m 
this century has prodigicufly multiplied 
all j^ver Europe^ are uriani(noufly agreed. 
Vol. III. B that 
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that there is a very gfestt"cfiSfti^cncc Be- 
tween the naturalinclinaltionifof thii dtftl^ 
that people, and that (for inftance) i'dlf-^ 
nefs is as xnuch inhereiiV ih the Spdriiird 
and t^e Italian, a&the6pp6fitc quality^ 
the Englifhman or the Dutchman/ .Brfi 
a great ihare of Tagacity would not -bfti 
neccflarjr to difcover the fsllfity of tfeii^ 
aflertion,. and irideted of all - a(feriE^^k>f 
this kind, were we 'fejit witlteg* to itnk^ 
off our owii mental 5dkHeft/4#^ afidb^oil^ 
national prcjudic^i aftrf exerf our"^ ftclri^^ 
ties in the eafy difcoveiy of .c>uf-ttwa piir^ 

ceptions. * '-'^- ~, ^ ^^"^ 

Men have^ no inherent quaHt1e$4)^( 
what arc coouhon to the whole fpecieaf]^ 
and, (hould we grant that thofe charac-^ 
teriiers are right in their aflertions, "wtf 
. coul4 not avoid adopting the ahfiird bpr-' 
nloii, that Providence has-been lb partJal^- 
as to inipart to one generation (for'in- 
ftance) an innate love of labotif , iacfd^ to 
another an invincible avcrfidn to k. "^''- 

That 
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\»0uld 4dl us, ,/f we would b^iyUlen.^ 
Sa^p!^ xeafoi^ wp.uld make us eafily. com^^^ 

pg^fa^iijcL ihiat^^rnnaniiature has always 

'«. ft 

bj^Qt^&e^famerrthrOughout the worlds 

th$9gh ifcb«iilMia:n^ ^^t^ which the worlds 
i0Hd«vi4eii ^pwy;t?Q3porariJy vary from 
ea^ dth^^ln (ivmsA refpedh, and be al- 
ttoialifl^Ha^vc^.oninadii^ei brave or cow- 
'^#^ ]^af a^d'Or ig^cMrant, boneft or diC^ 
hstfy^ < ^^ Sober reafoii would inform us, 
tbRt::7|^i'<UHi|^!fu*t^fi a Ad particular vices 
wiDqaj^^^t^^ t^ke poflpflion of this or 
that trad of land, fway its inhabitanty 
fffffti 99^(1^ i^ fucb4 n^aoner as to appear 
ir|<§i&(^ble}, .thfinipk tjieir, po^er by de- 
g^^^r^ftrift • . way . imperccpt^lyi. and 
Bfij^caroQai for otb^er. virfuc^ and, other 
t5ecs,f: which m^iU j^e ror fmk Jthe f f ogl^? 

acjC^diAg tp'tbe h^tureof their tendency. 

**"•''"*, * '• .--. -^, .. 

-^?^^l^^^1*^^oa,i&>ccffant, though fom^- 
^^gukker^nd.rometimcs ilower; bi|$ 
men cf^tinue iUU Iq; be elfentially the 
(^tpf, ftill endowed with the fame fuf^ 

B 2 ceptibility 
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ceptibility of good and h^d qU«lii»e«) ifffi^ 
with the fame iticIinatio'Ks, dill il^ith tibb»r 
fame general nature. Do^i a49:ivity |>re?^. 

. vail; in one nation ? The virftic^, wbkk 
are the in^parable concomitants of: alSkb^j 
vity, will give fuf>criofity to tb^t flatioiT 
over others. Does inadfcivity prtfv*l j ; In-- 

-feriority will be the confeqiu^Cd.^ Tl)6(i9r 
urcte thecaiiles lh« nlade'tWs.aiJ^rjHafr' 
najtion alternately: gr«a|jor littlfja ? g|ojH0]^r 
or inglorious altef nijtpl^f. Mki^s, /ftffjv- 
rians, Perfiansr' Macedonians,. Grcek»y 
Romans, Goth«^. Turkt, andjfo foitJb^ 
were by tuiins the greatift fifind tbfe^^krwitfl' 
people io the worlds Btsbkhida.fww^ 
during which they wrfein a manHet^ 'en- 
tided to reproach thiij and that- imtiofi' 
with idlenefg. . . » ^ 

The English, whocare «t pfcifont thie^ 
* moft a<9ive people that exifts, ftand of 
courfe quite at the hedd of maaikind.- 
How long they will enjoy the poft^ of Jja*^- 
nour, no body can pofSbly tell,- - Bat 
every body can tell, that^ey muil 091^ 

\ . ' tinue: 
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futae^to execUtbtmfelves with uoremic* 
ied vigour if tbey will avoid retrograde* 
th^9 s ^^^^s t^^ ^^^ ^itb the French and 
^paniards# < udio bave An their turn been 
3f0ty sfStme^ aoc maiky ceatudes ago, and 
ioit' the privilege of preheminence by a 
cet^atioa of tibataiEtivity which animated 
tthent dmng ia ^certain period*. Let the 
'£»g\iik remit o£ their prefent vigour, and 
# 4ikifi^'will infallibly be lowered with a ra^ 
pidity equal to that by which they havie 

tr 

• lirfen i^^fed. They will infallibly fee fome 
Hval iYMion lifted up to their prejudice, 
it9d entitle the faihiaaable charadreriieris ' 
nlf the next generations to« brar^d their 
unbora progeny with that fame note of 
idlencfs^ which they have at prefent fonKe 
right to beftow upon other natio(ns, ib? 
Spaniih iti particular* 
• ^ But let us fuppo^e for argument's fake, 
the Englifh ftrippcd of their prefent fu- 
-peyidrity over all the prefent nations, 
which they have undoubtedly obtained by 
<«Kpl: of fuperibr aSivity r Jtt-us fuppofe 

B-3 their 
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My this grave and pi:piix profcm 791I 
liirill fee at poce» tbai( I «ih far^dm hav^ 
ing a4optie4 the far-fpnend notion; tba| 
the Spaniards are naturally idle. Mthty 
4o kfs than the Engliih^ th; Du(ch> or 
ii^y othisr* prefcnt nation; :jt is for no 
ptber reafoa than that they have IcCs to 
^o. fyixt thern in a condition to.be niore 
»<^iyfl^ .ftn^iwose aftive they will be. I 
4u|JgQ oftkis^hy v/hU. pafle« adu^Ily un*^ 
4Fr my eji^, :'J go jo.ifcp/ ihefn in their 
ihop$,-aqd other places where any^.worl^ 
if goiog ^B| aiid 1 find that they ^Q wiiat 
fhey-have to 4o with becqrni«g' chearfultr 
nds and fpeed. ^ , : . 

.1 vifited ihU nniornjng; a largjj printings 
e65ce in theGar/^ 4^^ las Carretas -, a ftrec* 
focalkdi and pWefly fnl|ab|ted by Prin^ 
IL^rs and BgS^relkr^. Th? brifl^nefsrof 
abQYc .fifiy workmen' enaployed in that 
printiiig-roflice, was, a pla]n pfopf toxn^^ 
that when th^ Spaniards are put to it, 
they pan be ^ adiye as other peppl?;, . J 
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Ibeets the^ etwVl work a& SRHi day, ind 
Ws anCweiM fivd aod- twenty huiidred, 
whjcSi B thought 4' |>fetty*good number, 
9^ia}}y at they wSle nofne of the moft 
miifcMar men. Were readeils ib" hutoe- 
rous throughout thB country a^Hhe^ ar* 
tn England and Frarite, thc'l^ani(h prin* 
tcrs would work as tncwih as thofc of 
France and England^ and by-d parity of 
re^on , the Spanifti W orktoen in all dther 
branches of n^ianufadfcupc^ould do as their 
jnannfadurers of bookfe. What comeV 
then of thc^ertions in disfavour of ^tii{$ 
pation, fo much ihfiftcd on f>y (hallow 
and malignant charadlerifers, who zfc 
perpetually miflakirig effefts for catiies^ 
stod painting one part of "mankind as in- 
trinfically different from the other? 
• Having looked into feveral of the tnany 
bodcfellers-feops fhat are in that Arcct 
de las Carretas and in-fefaie other>' I had 

* ' * • * * * 

re^foft to be aftohifhed at the vaft quan- 
tity of books 'tke' S^paniards have Witt.6h 
\^ t|jeff laiigt^k^Ci fi^fow I' cinie hire, 
'^-' I knew 



.'i^kfiew that they have mix ft>gi;c4( 4|^I 

of divinity, hii^ry, aadpfcMtiyi^ if^\M^ 

' ibarcely any idea of tb^^ ftocfc pf jljifiQa- 

^tcirt . ' ^rooi the . mamy ix\\^ ol^ JdqcJcs 

' that have {Rifled in rei^i^w .vader niy.:fy^s 

'4>nce I entered the kiogdomi rl h^aue i\qw 

got a notiofitbat vraJia.Mei(ap rpuph nqg-- 

lifted ai) acquaktaooel^ilh .th<i kii9^* 

kdg^ colltiftdd Hy.jLi^e fcboUrs of this 

c^oufitry. Of the l^amicig of^Fr^ngftil^e 

are tolera|>ly informed in Qi^r.capital.<|i- 

tics> nor are we pef fiw^ ftr^agers tf> that 

of Bnglsod, 'as wc iBftvctfrpnflkted.a prg$ty 

conficttffable tucimbor.hof EaglKh bo(^s. 

But wc have (hamefully oyerlookcd tbc 

book6 c^jSpain^df Jate.atbtili and kqQw 

• allnoft? n«tbtfi^tof what they have bi|en 

' doirtgt^tb^fc't wo hundred year*, though 

our language bears amuiah greater affinity 

to its language^ than ei(^r to thai; of 

Frattce •or ^England* . , , , :. . 

The- Spanish: l^guagewitb jr^gar^to 
its found, feems»t0ihw eveoittQT/^ h^rojo- 
li^pus than ours.^ If is at lead full as fuf- 

ccptible 



-^^l^{6l€t of itaiu^Q at oroitv 'W^iidh 4$ not 

^Heca[f< Wti3bPfl^t>£Eiof J|i]^ail(i tmd France. 

-^114 ^#'x£r >'piiictn)ii8ii& l^9s ibme ibft 
;^pii}^ji^r wluchiTreQdcrs.iit quite $n- 
^^]!a^n|^ td fmy ear. You d2ii])r.MtbQn !^()ly 

■^ imaging, Uhat Iftingprpoken' hy A4Qing a(i4 
ft cooit much mpoeaconfidciiiUbthan my 
ih Italy, ita&fff'ppar&i. 0)11^ jiip5« pp- 
Uflied ^an ours,' pei^h^pibfiifljteiilMiQdgnt 
dfo in wdrds and phra&s. vJt j^^^ji^i^m- 
piof? ifi ItaJy to hear people;; iJJ^kTuXcan 
with exai^nefd and eiogsinc^^jcvpn ii) T^f-i* 
eany it^fl > J8i|t here. eyeny.niAn^d wo-r 
man pne>4<^gree above tlie viu]^^ ipajce 
k a points ' as in England ^d Francea^.tQ 
eftpr^ffi^ themfelves with the^ gpeatefl: pgo-* 

nspriety^ Many of their hp^ prite|r§ h|^vc 
Offovfe fo ftirpafe their pr^eCfffors in this 
point, liQ t ^s itbat the cafe , with \i^ ? J^o^ 
A great mimber of pi^rs |S^em f P h^ve 
en^ulouily endeavoured yrho ^ould fpr« 

^ pafs:the other i^.fi^ngbarhitfoqssvords 
^nd t^arbawii phrafcology .. > . , > 

> -v » 
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The Diftioo'ary Aat contains thlc 
tongue« is f uli as VQlumtnous^ as that of 
Dri/tf Crufca^ and was compiled by the 
jDcmbers of an aeadcp^y of Belles Lettres 
ioftituted here by Philip V, afnd caiUed 
ha Rtal Academia Efpandla. 

This diftionary is in fii quarto yo- 
himes^ pf atbpat'fevea ^hundred pag^ 
each, printed in 1 1 726. 

The firft volume fccMitaifis Ifhe dedita*^ 
tory letter to that King, a cteyas r^aJes 
expenfas (fays the title) fe ha^ae tjia obra\ 
••• at 'kificfe expmct tfiiiw^rk is carried on J^ 

Befidlfes the dedication, that lirft vo- 
lume contains a preface, a hiftory of the 
academy, a drfcourfe on the origin of the 
SpafftHh 'la'figlj^ge,' another on Spanifh 
ctyni^ldgies, and a third on the Spanifli 
orjthography, together with a lift of thj 

iauthors, out of which the academicians 

* 

Compiled their great worlc. 

Thofe aathoi?$* are noted chronologii^ 
cally down in -that lift, aad divided into 
fix clafles. 

Tb9 



4 ithti fitft olafs cooj^ins vt}ie anthors, y»ktf 
terote before the ^air;; 2^0)^, . But I ought 
fa fay author and not , a^uvhoKi i as uDdcir 
^t ckfs opiy OD^ biK>ki^^j»otedy whkb 

erigina^ly writt^sn ki Libtui^ ^ loag ixfofft 
lAiQ Arabs coni^uered Spaip^ and tranf-^ 
Iftlfd into Spaaxih* i^ivthe. ^l^l^^nth cen-' 
^ury» as Several k»ri»«d*'Spf)f^a«d6 »pr0*< 
H»d> 'h hf^tb lookai upoti ^s* ti^ f ouotainw 
Wd of tia^ Spanilh hms^-Md,, t||e chidf 
grptmdrWQfk of thmrjpoKtJwfeJ i^^iipjtipByr 

writtieiy ii?j the thirteenth; ceatw^ --/ .. 

The ,0^thors of; the^^AjiFd- g1^^> Sfoffif 
^€ year 1^300 to i4i!?o» ar^e mnnff^f 
enough, a«d ftilt ns#g^ t]|«<f9l|9!V|isi^ 

y4{>dto i5QQ^ andi^ fo 4oA*nM^rddv^ : v : 

The Spaniih Tongue has h^exf^^Jgiy' 

?ated a^^e^ly as the Tufcta^ andf illeir' 

^ooks wjfitteft m tJ[^£dfy»tf9eAtb cefituryj^ 

4iffer but Very *lit*ltf,ii vtitfct rfegird t<y 
wor4^ and phrafes, from thofe that arc 

6 wnttexi: 
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Tvfcittcn at ptcfenti wJsfc^ j$ jthecafewittt 
US; and tkcSpaQiftr4syt Jjika us« have 
written opoft, all tnanner of fujbjeas; ' 

It is a very difficolt thing tto find tbe\ 
Spanlik di^ionfffy cpi^l^at* The aca- . 

demician^^ it/cems^ gaup ^y^^y> ^ g^^f^ 
numb^fipf copies of the firJ[l'vQ||ajnj? jLf.j 
foon a$: printed, by wajr of €pmpliaien|,r 
to ^ the c»nipiciJ9WJ?.n?9n in the natiqn^^ 
cm tjie fappofiti(>{)^ that : whoever h^^ 
tfee %^ J[ratis, w^uld nqtv.fe^Atate. toi , 
buy }jp ,the reft as they went 4OT pnbli^h^ 
ing: , M ijn^ were ji^^ftak^Jiv. «i?d a great 
many copies of. the ^ following five vcn, . 
lumes rci?j?iiaed upon thc^-academictani^, 
hands thus imperfea ; fothat, one,may 
eafi]^ have thefc fii?e for fiye;dpublpoiTS, 
which make apQut four pounds E^li(h^: 
but. a complctq copy- fells .|br treble t]^-. 

money* ' %o" ![^- -. 

> J^GA^ the didionary^ the Spanfard/tj 
hjiTe a ]great number of books, that treat 
profeffcdiy of their language. Among^,^;^ 
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Seifofiian'^ife CMirf4i^Wi Ohlik^i 

Jlldr^ti wbi'fc is intitltdi- i>^fOn]g-^»y 
T^fmcipii}' de la LenpiA'CaJlmana ti Romakce 
que dy fe tlja en EJ^dha, &c. ' l*rintcd e)i 
Madrid \t''f4.' You khbvn that the Spa-' 
niirds^cill tHeir tdri^ue- by any of drtft 
natne's : Lkngua EfpOrioldt Let^a CdJitU 
lana; "RomanSe CdpOanoi 'bV'"ffihpfy ko* 
riiante, 'w^anX.'x^t adaiti^Wither of 
the vi6tdiK:^pmno ot Efpanbh 'fo'^hit, A' 
man whd jfpedis ISpamjh- is '*^ m-^kiiiibre ' 
**' que habhtef 'Romancer We ^alMlkc^ 
wife diii' language by three names : litn^ 
gtraJiaUana, L^gua TdfcamtV kad Lf)igua 

•The work of Aldrete (i-thih"foli<i54§^ 
lifc^WJfe as fare as th"e' firft ^Ri'rifiFj^'ri^ 
Spanifli didioriary, if not more/ 1 paid- 
dearer for it than I ought, confi^frrhg 
th'at^I ato a' traveller not over 'burtheh'fed 
wItK' money, but -'cottld^ffo! rcfift the 
tcfii'ptatlb^rfl as 1 fiBd thht it ibounds in 
tnatTbind of learning for which I J^ave al- 
2 Ways 
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ffzp had a fondnefs^; Aldrete, tra^ceS thfl 
language of Spain as far back as. the Ro^- 
mans^ throiighthe Various^ changes it has^ 
undergone under the different nations^ 
tha^.^fiicceffively inyaded and poffeffed 
this country. Hi$ work is full of erudi- 
<ion>, a?, yoii may well think th^t fuch ^ 
plan required ; and a good deal of rartf 
kr^vrledge is to kp picked out of at* 
• Oi Covarruvw'^ book I have feen two? 

.» ' • • • 

editions, both in folio, and both in two 
t^lijmes ; the firft; edition -^printed in 
-J671, ,the^ fecond,. in 1.674 by- the fame 
.jgrin^tery Melchor. Sdnchfi^y en Madrid. Thtf 
fecond is^c;,beft. It i^ intitled "teforo de 
la Lengua Cajiellana Efpanola^ aug* 
inented by Remigip Noydenu 

This Te/bra is, ^ kind of etyniologicai 
dii^ionary. ^evqpi thousand g£ S-paniih 
. Ivords, derived from the Hebrew^ Grf.?.^k, 
JLatin, ..Cantabrianj Gothick, Arabicki 
and .other languages, are amply. explained 
and illuftrated in it* Few nations cait 

boai^ 
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bdaft of fiich etyniologifts as Co^rrkvuis 
and Noydens^ 

Befides the di<ftionary, the Span^ aea* 
demicians have alfo publifh^ a filnall 
o&avo^ ihtitied. (^ ) Ortographia de - la 
Lengud Ca^elknta. Should any of you 
ev» want to khdw Spkhifli ttiorc thaft to- 
lerafefy, I have^ hdr*' poirtfcA '*Uf the 
chief wdrks that are indifpehfablyWcef* 
fary towards fuch an acquifition. - 

Was k' in my power to ftay here but a 
twelvemdnth, I would • certainly endea^ 
vout to do 1 what has not yet been done 
by any of our couhtrytdenV-and give Italy 
an infight into the knowledge that this 
nation hias been, dbcumulatingf thefe-^ve- 
ral centuries. At prefent fuch an under- 
taking i^ quite beyond my abilities. I 
have had Spanifh enough thefe many 
3F*Afs-fOr-common converfe, andcan^even 

feel m^tty of its elegancies and pretti- 

• . • " • . . 

(0) The beji edition is the thirds frinted at Madrid 
1^63. 'Tis an .8w. of a^out 260 f^agesy moji eU^ 
gOHttyprhited. 

Vol. IIL * 12 jieflcs, 
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fldTes, viuf iwyef coAld i»ppijf: tQ It Wj^' 
any great degree of vigouri nwtt l)f^vi«g 
bee^ <f>ol2£i(ie<i of ■&oyl($>n0ld$>f«lblCOMtnh- 
ber of kookt at any ^e.' . Don ^'^e^* 
fome.lyitfck pottty by B^^thf^vtA Q^m^- 
lafot &^- plays of Cal4erim9S^J0^f^iiSi^ 
the liifl)oriA»^i«f De SoHr,iMamiov(^^ s^d 

. Mfrrera, ■ hoiS a doeen Jio^i/ ^ Cbiwfhy* 

. -m^J^ji^lk^ idrVmiuih thii.fQWx £>f 
the Araucdna and -the TrmJlAion of) Qt^ 

. iandoFMrkfoi t^aka iBQSS:th^ whole «flmy 
SpaiiiOi readioga . . W^t oaailjdo.iiritfa 
Aich ft fielder ftock feo^kiEih an iindeitak* 

• k^i; &> ^reat, as that of 'g^kg'A co«a^*. 
teitt kktt of the %ianiflvlcan»hg ? ' ? - q 

je6t in perfed fileAce, bbr COfkjiftUOJdlte 
to yoii^hd^* little I have i»\r t^ iaj 

- : 'TJiApcx{tical^l9ngu«gev4^/SpaiB>&^ 
to me-tti.(lifier itiU>.iftcre £fcaiik^ ^i*^t 
:4han : even ^ther luigjiigcb e£ li»)^. f • iStahe 

of the ^panifh poets 1 find fo very tlJffi- 

cult, that I .^i?^,jt<^p*^ l^iV^^^h^^^r 

■ : . ^ '4.0. , , other 
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"^heii I read thei^rks of G^ng^ra^ a ia- 

iydieal l)^€fk» ridicalcd by £>tfv£^g:r in 

hlB feUnous romance of iG^S/^ butinadh 

bfteeffted bf this 4iation. To make my- 

Jfi^'aa abfolut^ ^s^ftec of Ging»a'% Ian- 

gaage^: would, vosrtamfyirciquird of mt 

t^tabie-mooths o£k:]0fM4>plit^doq^ though 

I OM ffead^<3/(0^ 4rnd ^^di^ 

|liilic|i ^afe as I d9 ^ttrarci md^Beinifi^ 

/nfiDfelyricfertoerfcsitfaeie two Spaiiiaids 

ftuit hof haro emfi^ourtd to imitete. ^ 

' i «ed not tdl yott, that this, nation Iws 

-peodac^- a ^ti number of dracnatlc 

poets. The two^.that proved .aioft vol^- 
jmnoua are L^eiJc-P'k^a Gdt:pk$ and C^- 

' ikr.4n dc Barctu 

j.\ l4pe dti Vega^ they f^,* hatjeft m 
print more than three hundred draj^atick 

«psecefi^ ontiof^^wice (tf) a^ mai^y thathe 

. . - •• ^_ • . , 

,ibad{ .written. .Ajoipther imagination, fo 
lofotile 1x1 plots and charai^sers^ has never 

(i^) "Somefiffimatij^ wait tiart nH natm tbi num^ 

Ca exiftedi 



ticidei j zni of Calder6n , I have In my 
poffcffion ten quafto-volumes, which' 
contain riear a hundred aad thirty plays, 
bcfidcs fix other fuch volumes of his ^//^^ 
,Sacram^ntaIes^ Which are ft kind of reli- 
gious tragedies, of comedies, or tragi- 
comedies. Of fiich Autos he wrote vei-y 
near a hUndmd^ arid there is a printed lift 
oi another hundred ^\zys ttiore, which- arq 
attributed to him, though not included 
in the colleftion of his works^ publi(hed 

after his death by one of his intimate 

► . - • 

friends.. ' V 

To enferifito a criticifm of thefe two 
poets' dramas, »befidd$ that it would 
prove tob prolix, is beyond my ftrehgth* 
To fit in judgment upon the theatrical 
performahcfes of a foteign nation, requires 
much ihore, knowledge of its language, 
manners, ahdrctittoniS,'tliah comes- to viy 

' Ihare with regard to the Spariiard^.^^ I 
can only Kay in'gfeilefdl; 'that no natTcfn, 

. but the Spamfti\ aa4,r^9^J^fH^^r«y ^cpuld 
bear the repro^t^tton of an* Autq S^cna^ 

' ' -* ^ mental. 



I 

\ 
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mental^ of which there are many in this 
language, befides thoFe of Qal(ier6n. 

The aflbciation of facred and prophane 
made in this ibrt of compofitions, js not 
calculated for any people, but the Por- 
tugiiefe and the Spanish. Jn all the i^utps 
that 1 have as yet read, I find, ?iniongft 
ot^er oddities, men and women brpught 
in with allegorical creatures, with fabu- 
ious, deities, -with prophets and faints, 
with angds and devils, with the blefled 
Virginj ^nd eve^'w^th our Saviour hinf]i- 

, por a fpecimen qf an yiufo, I will pnjy . 
give you the names of the Dramatis Per^ 
J^/ii^ Introduced in one of them> writtca 
by Calderony anfd entitled : A Dies Por 
r^zQ^de efado^t ** 7j> God for: a ^eafon of 

. ."Wit, a gentleman ^^ 

^'^^'TuotrGViT, a madman. ' 

' 7'he HEATHfeU RelJigion, an ugfy/a(fy^ 

>} y .^ ■■'. •■' .c'3 ,' Su 



St. Paul theapojitle. 
Baptism^, a^ne boy. 



•* « ».' 



Confession, a nvomitn^ 
pRiEStHooD, a mani 



V -» 



•>; 4 



«^ 



'I 

* ; • 'I 



MATftlMONYt ^ W^/?^ 

I>I"ATURAt Law, a womah\ 

Written Law^^ a woman. 

» ♦ 

I^Aw 2/^Gracb, a lady. 

What would you -fay to fuch chkra^'sfi, 
werc^ they cxhi()ited upon otir itage/ 
. cv^n on the fuppofition that they wero' 
ever fo confiftcnt ? * ' " 

T. - •■ • ♦ 7 , • 

Tl^eyfo/^/ are generally prepcdea By 
9, LoA, which is forae times a play by H^ 
fcjf,^ ahd forpetimes only an introdudion 
tp a play, ' The Dramatis Ferfonce be-^ 

longing to the Loa X^^X goes before the 

. **.'»■•''■, 

above- naiped -/f^/^, are no lefs extraordj-f 

, ... . . 

jiary. H^r? they are. 
Faith, a lady. 
Renown, ^ /^(A^, 

^heT?owERofK^ASOiiiNO,4j^enitlefiian 
Theology, i^lad/f *' 

JURIS- 
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JaillSPKUBENCB, a hdf. 

PHiLosopay, a ki4y. • -- 

PKYSICKt ah4f* 
Nature, a iotfy. 

Musician^ of either fox. ^ 

Yon will pebbly wonder a^ |he ovaiiy 
fem^^ a£tors uitro^MCed by Ga/Jfrdm ifi 
tli^re cqmpofitipD^. But belides that the 
>|ifords Faith, Renovift, '^heolp^ ^vr^* 
f^^f^nctj .&c. a^e of the feminjne gender 
ia , ^c Spaniih toi^gue, you qiuft alio 
ji^^qvtr thi^t ^n Calderon's days it was pot ~ 
I|^r;ititte4 to th? men to a^^, upon t^e 
atSerB^ere then 
t U buf of la|c' 
[s havQ obiainod' 
^ tell wbethef by 

Mpke government or the loquifition^ 3o& 
the whims of nations I In England iibovt 
a century ago no womeq were allbwed io 
i& } and this has been during many agf s 
paft, and is ftill, the pra^iw in the 
' -Pope's capital and ia Portug?!. 
/''■^ .''" ' -^^ '' ' ' ' C^' ' ' ■ Be- ' 
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- ; /Bft&dis tbfcfaaerf Tghldiif rjqMrnt\y jppy^ 

li3V^oth(^r XtfOJ thit^vreioat iacRad>i6bB- 
ififting of. ooft or twt»'i^s. .r'Qj)ie£eJare 

recited on folemn icjftiv&]s> efpecifliQ^taii 
^^^c.bistti-dfi^ andTwd^doSg iays flf (feeir 

Kings; Qupensi -and otlwrgreat paiim-M 
-ages. i.Io'ionc rf-'C-^^----'- '•■■^-*' '^'-^ 
ft-reichibitcd- iii honQuf 
{mpngft the:;intedoe 
.'fcirds J tMt is, thfc-jiH 

;thc pe^cit togedw 
, wsfff ^j, and the /wifS 
--'I willnqw ^give you 1 
_ Frelieh, Ni'homakcn 

but ro/ist tuiipst and > 
There arc likcwii< 

are exhibited in the h 
-by their f^rvants upc 
'icre^cd For the purpc- , _.j. j ,. 

'^the maAers happen to marry, at their 

■ coufttry--feats; A kind lord in thefe do- 
' irieftic Lo'as is fwre to be compared to Ju- 
" ' piterj 



iio% A&nfa$Mtf DiMOLi and «vcf y pcAU« 
god<i^;aM fndft !«nttier(|i)^Uy- kitoighc io 
Imeel'ibtfctrerias 0C4f bride, or evtn.hit 

c Tte^^.^Kopteheiic/ dicy &y,'>are 

aBiT a g«sat. diial i>£tl&f' 

ch tt^inA this klhdibf 

vhieh ts « fign that c^i- 

LteMjIt^lfl thi^'fciiig'Ateh^ 

*ht. ■' r^rn-eVcB a^rsd 

rends l^} to forbid thiir. 

te .thc^prJnCipal ciergy 

I make remonllrances to 

I dramas ever fincp fae 

ne. ' . 

r plays of Lo^e de Fega 

'and CaUer^t many arc the things in 

'theni that ■ a ; criticlt might calily find 

vfault with._. They both diiguft me often 

ffl) Hii Majefty forlad the Autas and Laas not 
-itng afier' the datt ef this letter. 

with 



willb^ prolixity of; their rpeechesj 'VfUh 
timffypm&xMa$ deferipttons, with a 
m^\f t^ tragical and comical idess, witlb 
tluir frequency of far-fetehad «e(ncd|t8t 
wtdi their bombaft and fufUan mtcrkuded 
■mthpnns atkd i^uibbles, ^d above all 
widi4hcir freqaent a^ociadeni»of veal aad 
ideal '|>^fonage8^ 

::>iin.^ight iiowcvdr Of t&ttir ^itmerous 
odditis, in£6ngf-i4^e«, iaftd ^bfurdkies* t 
ciKiA^ownthttt ^1 dafiiRot eafily lay down 
■fhcsr book» whtn. l^ave enco begun tM 
leadj-and am r<^ far ea adtnirer of thefe 
two poets,' as t6 r 
■wry firft clafs cjf ^ 
^IMoufnefs and ori 
*&n; theiiF artful 

difcntangling theii* plots, their vaft 
riety of charataeTS, their rittmberlefs fcn- 
timeitts, therforce ^nd elegance '6f thieir 
exprcfliDn, their facility of verfificatlofl} 
and feveral other of |heir exccllenHe^ 
iill rne often with fuch an enthiifiafal, as 
to make mc crofs rapidly over the occao 
of 



tates of fobefreafon. ' Irtdesd thttprefttii-' 
rtk:e^"bf pliy ^WMgfcts in Ff anipe' arid Ehg* 
li^d; the (jfitett^ahdcoTWeft that evdr aay " 

libif^ing oh eintemHing: 1^ ^i^nmtic cdn^r 
pai&iotis of Spaifl> w<^uk|rf)ot dQilftifii& 
to Kzd many of tbem, d|HSciftlLy 0ipjfe ii£ 
JElr *^|^iy atjd' Ciajfi^^jw^ i>oit 'toiktiitate 
t|i?«ijcftt dl, but to i;04f in/ «n4 f«qc«ftd»4ft; 
^i9i9 98ivti cpld anidchi^nreB ioiagiaatiimay 
oiIrfWjMi. nftl^amir. to^JB^IP j^^ ^gt 
1^5 tdajril inf* large numbfrof ,.§p|![)i(i| 
^s, he«r« ^,v«i!y cqafpic]Mp4is p«-t, §q^ 

W^hicfebaa^ifi ijjtwduced. But wherftijej? 
|^^,I«Ajkes the -principal figure^,. |^lyy.ajr^ 
lixijj: fome «ngel> faint, .or Ko^y ,tijan 
l)jC(wgiy:..U9i 4p, count^rjca bis, fchen|es, 
i{jteC^-|ii&,purpofes, and xwaHq hlsft ful^* 
ff^r^llftl ;ta .th^ caufe qf yirtqc andrejif 
gioi*. ..:E:japufe. jt (hprt, ^i^etch gf ^hg^ipjf 
Aich. play§i It may pqff^^ly giye. y/3iji|;a 

of 



t 
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ir. general inclinations. 




-I» th? X>iabk Predicador, «* The Devil 
*\Jup^41?:rea€her^' ,thc aitipn is jntfa^ 
,4^c4>y ai longipeech of. Ijis dcvil^hip 
ri^f ,9)0 p 6p^ 4cag.an« . . In that fpecch 
Iwfirejwtslhis. r^gg^.^^jinft. ths ..Fr^nqiftgii^ 
filiw»,f;fWhQ fttP 'fx>ntinu»lly robJ>ing hiim 
ofe jBnambpfs*. ..thaf,i wdwid- Oliffwjl^/.CQ- 
€€»&< the pQpvilpiiMflte6,.Qf: hi^, f^tf^jj^^^ 

ti]k>fe fifiacs' are cprxte tp fettjlp tt Lucca ; 
atld Lucci is a town, in.ijii^^Ii.^e has 
Wg reignyed in-f^a^fi thapksftp'the i\iimr 
bifrl^s vices of the irihabitaii^s^ ' who |ire 
jikw gpiDg to bci converted^ ! miick to hi^ 
jjrrjticlicc and diftionoiir. . , . . . 
^ { To hinde# the &iars frpnci .fettling* hi 
tliat town, the Devil ordeis^ His fervant' 
J^modeits to redouble his ufual rdiXigence/ 
and endeavour their expulfion. before they 
gtrt arty firm . footing, by fteelin^ .the 
heSrtt of :thc Lucchefe in foe^c^^al a 
xhahnfcr, that they flnay never ^(pk^^fid^qcd 
^ to 
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to pity the hardiBips of the boli^ intruf^ 
dera,.and relieve their wants With thfe" 
leafi: alms. . ' 

The bonibinid efforts of cunnirtgAf* 

tiiodeus and' his terrible mafter ai* 'fo 

« 

powerful, that the governor of Ltitca b<8^' 
comes a. moft inveterate .enemy to the 
Francif^mn^^ ixi^ the inhabitants iixfteod 
of givij*)g them loares, lofe fto oppotjconitjjr 
of thrpwing ftdflcs atthenii The perfe* 
cation proves fo perverfe^ that die piQus; 
ddfigris of th6 frijlrs are- on the point-«6 
being fruftrated, ae they find themfelVt^ 
in the moft imminent danger of ' &u:yipg«r' 
But the Nino ye/usr cahriot bear- wiifeh.^ 
isij patience the doable^ iniquity of mc^ 
and devils : therefore comes down fcooai 

« 

heaven in his own perfon, along* with the 
Archangel lAieltael \' and, after a ^fhort 
dialogue, orde'rs him to go and bid the 
wicked 'Principe delas tinieUas, ^^.Frhf^ 
^'dfJafkkefs/* to aflume the/figtqre jiim*^ 
i.felf :«)f-:a' Frahoifcaa friar,- and pr^^^h^ fy 

cfficaciQaiiy' to the Lucdh^e^. ilf^^txh^f 
.» may 
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Ibf* a ttKift-irictbus and cunnirfg rafcal : tti^; 
I cannot Irut wonder hov^ th* Spahifti fri^ 
iut can bear this^ and feveral Qthei' playsi . 
In which they we moft nh^erciftittj ri*^ 
dicitled. Yet they laugh thenflfelves zt 
the repfoientatiOR of thei9 ; 4or you midff 
know, that in>Spai!i the friars ai^^atlowed 
to frequent the play-houles# in which * 
there is a particular placer that is defliibecl 
to the ccdlcfiafticks; * • \' 

Many are the^hnniorous pasSkges in the 
lyiabio PredicadoTy and many* th« cha^c«^ 
ters in it, that fet off eaoh otfe^r/ tlM€%* 
totBetiifadysuftagedf the religiMff or^^s^ 
tht-Fcuid&ait in particubr. ' ^t a^^a^ 
tidn ofed. to more corretftneii Ih wtM'k^ ctf" ■ 
Sftity <;ould'not:eafily be bilDOgkt fordifli- 
tbtc^ fort of jiambur, efycdkUy-Gi ifaock* 
ingly intehnixed with the f«iltim«it$ dF 
the ffina and the ArcJiangel, WlM^ardC6i> * 
tainly hot peribnagea to be ndadlj 'IbA^^ 
fenricflt to the puifpofe of Idt^pcrtiiig ^an 
u&thinking. multitude; iiorcto any apo^ ^ 
logy be offered for fuch indecis^t . mcms^ 
- '^ , .. : * ' ftrtiofities. 
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Ikuoiities* . Yet £> blended fure the fKM 
tipns jof . religion .with the iociiaa^^.a. %0( 

merf ijQfieat in tbis^ nation » th^t tins play^ 

* ■ . • 'i 

as I am toldt Ualwaysra^ledtofuU houfe^ 
apjd always with Jthe greateft apg^laia^M 
As to me» it fhpcked ntp f^p^^eral times^ as^ I 
jpte^ufed it£ but Imuft pvKfi tha^I coald 
n^othelp laughing moft imptwderately fe-* 
ircraltixpes likewise, ^ - 

To Lope de F€ga zr\^CaJ4frin de^BoF^a^ * 
\ve mud zdd jd^iftin^J^o^etOy .^^hoh^hls 
the third ;|)laGe,ar|idRgfl. the Spamflxdra- 
a^ati6 writers, . I know hutv&r and tUrtf.'' 

of his pluys, printed in three, 4ta;eisr Ftf<«^ 

■f ' • ■ 

/<fjsr^ i6;f0. What other w!orii9; he htf^^ 

* .* 

pt^bUflied I am not acqviadnted- witOf 
Some . 0f Mor^to^s pla^s. ane .ilUl f^e^^ ' 
aodt by thofc I have read, I fee. that, (like • 
his two predeeeflbrs) he has, gfeat* bejau^ . 
iies^^interipueed with great defe&s\ Tbc; 
cooiedy, which he has entitled ti CmXain x 

lerop \ is.confidered as one of the .maifcrrt : 

. i. . • - , 

piecps of the Spaiaifh-ftage, andlicadil^/ 
with pleafure,. j j - k\ 

VoJu.:iIIt . i> I know 
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I know of ilo Spanifii drama that is di- 
4fded itiih five afts. ' The greateft part ol" 
theifl ater dbirfined to^ tlifee, >Vhich Itliey 
do not^call itJ?/; ^ht )^a}s; Hhi a ^pkiiilB . 
yt*tfs1iVr6 Teickdne^'k ^f eat^ prclerver oF 
the //»//y ofttme\ if he does but limit nl4 

iatioii to-r)?e $^ce hr'ts^tct^k^irtct 

this unity is bftbti negleded, ks welt as 
the other two, about which the Ffehcn 
ttiake fem*ach noife, as if there wafe' nd 
poiTthiiity td divert* and inftriift an au4 
rffence from the f!age, but by ftriitly ad- 
hcringtb them. iF'or niy part, I arh fldt 
at ill fcruptilous upon this head. Etoes 
i^poet {itl&ty preferve the unities Y So 
cSuch the better. But when f go to a 
|>lay, 1 go with a refolutiori to give myfellf 
€])' to the delufioh of the fcene : alfid pro- 
^ded'^thV poet mate his perfonagei ipeak 
well in their refpe(f^ive charafters, I dO. 
nbiTtroobic myfelf much about petty de- 
viations From the three unities* tet a plct 
be irtgfemous, the cotfrfe^ or nature ob- 
fervid, the fentin^eu^s juft; the wit and 

humour 



humour new, the elocutioti cor re^ i and 
a poet may be fure he fhall not number 

^ me amongft hiscenfurcrs upon the ac- 

.'/.'■• ^ '•» -- ' ^ ." • _ # 

count of any rule fet down by the Gtand 

Cornetlle^ 

. lEvery comedy, is ^hy the poets of this 

country generally intitled Comediafamoja^ 

ox ia gran Comedia. In any other country, 

people would find fault with him who 

t \ h '• > }' -v. ti ^ . .* ^7 - /■* ' • 

praifed hjs Qwn wprk with fuch epithetsi 

biit here :,they m^ke np m6r9 of thei^j! 

' than >f they were articles. The Camedid 

niay.be ^dairin^d on the firft reprefenta- 

,^}^p "• ■ . ' *' •■ - ' ' '•*' ' 

tion, yet it is conftantly a Comedia ftfm^a^, 

The Spaniards have feveral other dra-i 

inatlc compofitions, befides their Autosp, 

iioas,' TrdgedieSf Comedies, and Trdgi^ 

comedies. They have the Sainlfte^ which 

iVa kind of farce in one ASf, or yorHadCp 

** a day.*\ It admits of mu(ic> and is 

often fung throughout as well as the Z^jr- 

zueta, which is a kind of fetife piece in 

two a&s 6t iwa days. 

T> ^ The 



^«^ 
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The loweft of .all their dramas are thte^ 
l^ntremis and the Mociganga, which ge- 
nerally confift of one, two,, or three fccnes 
at morf, the interlocutors feldom more 
tlian four, two men and tWo women. 
The greater the buiFoonry, the «no^ per- 
ic&, thGEntrcmis and \ht Mociganga^ I 
will abufe your patience fp muc^, as to 
give you. the fubrtance .of an l&ntremss 
entitled the Pafijb Clerks which I found 
Very diverting, in fplght of its nioft uii-* 
^aralferd abfurdity, . ' 

A peafant opens tlie . fcene : with hfe 
wife. ** What, fays he, what are youi 
<** about, hufley ? We have been niw- 
** ried three months, and you have not 
*^ yet brought me a fbn. Do you ima- 
^\ gine that I. will fufferyou to be foidle? 
^* By Saint Anthony, I will have you do . 

' • ■ • 

' ** as well as your neighbours, or I'll 
*' flrangle you. Look at the barber next 
^* door/ /He had as hahdfome a boy as 
«' ever was feen, the vpry firft week he 

*^ was 
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was married ; and the Juftice*s daugh- 
' tef was brought a bed of another even 
*^ before the wedding. There is fcarce 
;*^ a ttrdhian in the whole country, tnat 
*' was not a mother as foon as me was a 
<* "^ftf; ^nd why fliould you be behind 
•^•'them'? Hark you; huffcy. My pa* 
.^* tleiioe is out. 1 am going to itiarlcct 
^* to^ bfe back againft'dinnet. If yoii do 
*** Tiot brittg me a boy againft my cbmino; 
^ libme,-' J iwili^ certainly bfelifc^^our 
f* bones.'* ^ ^ '-\ 

r Thi^ »^e?&cli the ffl)(Sr wife attempts Ye- 
yferai tili^s to interrupt, lanrd ftfuggles to , 
ihowiihi^ howbe ow^es- k-'t^ h^er hofi^fty 
iskist^ beih«3ts*^ot'y^t had hi6 wi{h'> but. 
the clown is furious^ jand- liftcns to no 
rtfafoft. if e will have a- boy diredlyi or 
wUl-treifc her bones. He goes off form- 
ing ^ at hef impuden.ce in being fingular^ 
and will ^haftife her for her lazihefe if 
ihe has not a boy oh his coming from 
jSaiarket.- ''• \* 

. • riV '-: ■ P 3 , . Enten 
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* «*' What" IS the mattpr fays |,he. 4amft. 
<* What ails your man, that he is rufli 
^" 9uf.ip.fu«?hah«4ff,? ,;Vp"epijy?hjth«f to 
« the hpifp, aiid tbpMgijt he Wf]s f o^g to 
r M y^H- WSi\? aU5 th,e ^fiJJy ((d^ ^'' 

. «« hours f Pray give me yoijj: a<^vice»,.,and 

" ]^«,^j^ ccrtMnlx;>ca^ ^,if 140 not 
?. comply v- .. . , 

f.* ll?c otHf/ ^yoqjan. , . \f(^ havR.nothiAg 

•* ^9A9t h»« to,palm.?^<;hildupQnhim,*' 

, *' Hp^K q^n v(5^ cout^Mc this, wjf gpwi 

** W^c ipuft fwa4dle up our Pariflit 

** ffadlfi thsn iel} ypiK .'^fljjWd, tj}4t 
«* ^e is the boy you made in 4fovst^\9^m9 
f * with his ipjundions." ' 

. j".Thi,s wijl do tp, a. woij<|cri^r, furs die 
ff ^ife. ,My hulbaod is (b hoTRlblft a 

«* block- 



i. 
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•■•' blockheaaV fliat he wiilVr'edij|(.^'\^iilt 
** fey you* A^r.' ■Cleric ?' Will you be my 

'''fiienav---' ■ '■■ y:''-^ ;;; 

'The iellbw. will nofiubmit to be 
Wrap^Mup. ^^* " Pray; Mf. Clerk, be io 
•' Eind I" ** I w^'t intfecd,"-^" Indeed 
•• you muft, or'I iliart be beaten p?oft 
** ^lnmercifllHy^ Pray, take 'pity qnfk 

After a flioft altercation the C 
ziiiis iipop a hint, that fbnie oi 
ces have been underilood, age 
&all be rewarded to his heart'i 
hepcrfonates tlie child. Sucl: 
he has not the power to r^ft, js fwadr 
lilcd up to the 'chin by the two womeQ» 
and placed in the cradle. 

Enters Hupand returned from market ^ and 
l^s down a hunch ^onions he has hough/ 
fqr dmner. 

"" Why, hyfllcy, what have ^ou don?.?' 
** have you— - 

t> ^ " Priy 
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■ 

-f* Pfiay, ,Hmap>, ^b not wake the poof 
*^ baby. You have a child^ and hcrdhj? 

'* is, 'L«fk, look ! 

' •■ • < , • 

, *5 Blefs my eyes,. Hii& if a moiiftrpus: 

*^ bjg: child ! .The cradle cannot hold' 

f him. "Whaj; is thi% ? . * .' . i 

f* Mind pie, hmfliand. You were fa 

*^^ ro,uih! in earneft, .^ad frightened ine 

V fo ^[iiich, jtbat fear made me make hio^' 

' > . , ' .. . • ' ' • • %4 .J 

- again ft the commpn rule§. Then yoa 
5/ faid iofteo, that the clerk is tJie hand- 
f* fomelt noan in the parifh, and! took 

5* into .my head to m^ake your boy *a& 

. , , '' • -* . , . ' ' .... 

'* handfome'as he. ' Are yoii fatisfied.?. 
, "•• Why don*t yoa thank. me?. As foQn'as 
'f he gets up, he {hall '40 your work as' 
^* well afi you* * Perhaps better/' WBat 
f* 4o you. fay, nian?" . ,^ 
1 f M fay, tliat thoi; art ^^V ^r^^A wife; 
•^ He looks indeed every Bit ,aB wc|l as , ^ 
^^ the Clerk. I never faw any thing liker 
*< In my daysc Let us uitfwaddlp him; 
f/ 4 dare fay he can ftanA ufon tvvo, w^ 
^ ling a fong with us. Huzza ! I have 

♦' a 
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* ' ' ' ^ 

f f a bojiT' as fin« as the pbrk. Huz^ft| 

■ • 

^ Thus ends this Entnm^s Wp^ finging 

and dancings as all Enttrffi^es do. I could 

not help al^idging this odd piece of4ow 

bujBFopnry, and am much mifVaken if it 

does^ not .ii^&e ypu ihiile. The Moci-^ 

^tmg'a, lis bply ixxEntnmis rmvt loaided 

with niufip and dicing than die fimple 

* r muft'add in favour of thefe two kinds 

,,,• , ' • ... '..." 

pf cpmpofitio?is, that often th^y both ex- 
hibit verjr lively 'pidlui^es of the mahner^t 
of tlie lower .people in Spaini efpecially 
. pf the , ifiKabitants of fmaU XQyrtxs. VU'^ 

» • • - ■ # ;< 

Jliges, and fafnx-hbuicSt 

Tha^Sp^i^rds bavo no, djcamaticconr- 
pofi^ion in profe. At leaft J have never 
feeii ahyv *^ The yerfe "chiefly emplbyed 
poth in tragedy, and comedy, c6nlifts df 
*eight iyll^bles, fotoetimes rhymed, fomc- 
|imes not. But with regard to verfiffca- 
tioiji^ they feem not to confine themfelyes 

i •' - 

to 
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W verj And: ralcf^ a$ thf^ ojf^en irave 
.nrhole Jcenes ih other met pes* 
: Wbafi ^ffba foch medley of verfes mtfy 
«f«d^' from the im>ath^ 6( an «,$<,n I 
cannot telL The death of th^ Que(n> as 
I ^a> has denrived me df the fight 6f a 
Sf^nifli drama. . In the peruTkl that med-^ 
ley dpcs not prove delightful tQ my ear 5 
and I i)ioul4 think alfo^ tha( verf^s df 
eight Syllables mUft* render the diak^ijfe 
falj]^ toQ ^ow by the npo^iSiiy of Ire^ 

Erpt paofps. ]3ut the(e poets kopw 
ter without doubts and h9ve Ions; £t}l ' 
wh}di isi theLm^aliKe that mud predptni^ 
Wtc' in their ^aqnu^/ Nations are nerer 
wrong lipon this p^In't f and i^ take it for 
rrantedt that ciinoin would toofk rpcon^ 
c3e me to tHpfe mqtres^ which I caqiiot 
i$ let reli(]ti. . Co^Tee apd tea did noe 
tafte t^ery pleafant the fir^ time; | di^ 
not It^e once the Englifh d?caQrlkbU$> 

Bcy: the Frencli Alexgndrints* But cilftocii^^ 

^. .',^, ..*'...,,..> < .- » ' ■* . ...♦ « 

lijts jf ured me of my diftaftc. I 

.; Few 



# V ^« ^ '^ A 



« 4 . 



* |[ 43 ] 

,. Fe^frafB t^> fttaDgcrs wHo Jcnqw Htust 
this nation, : ?s. well, as the Italian, hM 

■ • * • * 

|9Sia>qy good tr^olktioaf of the Greek an4 

^•*' »' .'» 

Lai^ip qjla^cks, and that the greateft ^^ 
"^ of J^oTe t^apflations .were ihade by ordi^ 
pf JPhiiip 11,; who by the generality of the 
n^Qj^ern Europeans is onljr confidered a^ 
a polijtkal King> and not at a learne4 
%^n^, a$ h? was; . or at leaf): ip far a lover 
9f Ji^r^ngt as to lay out coniiderable 
iUais to h^ve the olafiicks in his nztistQ 
^ngVie« 3vit fo fbw of thofe tranfl^tion; 
IpF^Ye Ijeen r epri»ited> that they We now^ 
be^pip^ vef y fqarce ; asod thofe among the 
§pji?^jifhi g??p4pe*, who have the whole 
l^0|lf^0{| df l^hepi in their: iibra^les^ are 
ngt? a Ht^e prowd of their treafure, 
i -ylt will pofiiUy, furprizc yoij^ to hear, 
tl^ Iti is/|ifo,vej^y.diffic?ult to* colled all 
^t ^qxk^o£ LapeJe Fega^ though the 
^^ftftJpidba-poct amongft the Spaniard^ 
^liidfithpu^ many parts of them .Wdre 
often reprinted;- £i44mci'edibly informed 
|4v«Bthe infant Don Luis, brother to his 

4 Majcfty, 
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JV^ajefty, has .charged feveral of the King's 
fiiiiiiftei;^^ refiding iii foreign countries, 
Ip bpy up any of the, firft editions of Je 
/?^'s \v;Gft-ks> that come ia their way. 
-Yi5tihc has not yet been fible to form a 
wl^(>Ie'&j:,-thou|gh ten years areelapfed 
^nce feis royal highnefs thought of it. 
Thtf^ is ..nobody, (thej fay) th^t *has ^an 

ejitire.fgt, but' the Duke of M?dlna^ Si- 

» ■ ' ' ^ ' -* * • r . 

ijiopia, who .ha3 the reputation here of 

being endowed \vjth a greater (hare of 

.learning, than aay other. of the nobles. . 

I write dpwij ^^at I know on the fub-: 

I^d,^ of Sp^nifh li^erati^re, as it come^ 

into my head. Being but little, it is not 

. wprtli the while to. think of throwing it 

J jin to. method; and I jrely upon your in-? 

jjulgerjpe for the want of it, . I thought 

before 1 came to Madrid, that it would 

' » . » . . j^ 

i-b§ye beeii eafy to 'make ^ colle^liph of the 
^Spanifli bpoks of chivalry, of which we 
Jiave pear feventy tranflated intq very 
. co,6d Itaijan, . and all printed in the fix- 
.te^n^h, century. ' But I find that to' make 




1 » * 
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jfuch a colledion would prove full as (mI- 
iicult, as to put together z\\ DeVegai 
works,, or the Spanifh tranflations of thft 
cra^cksl The Spaniards quickly buy iiji 
any book^of chivalry that comcisf m their 
way ; ,j^n(! happy is ' he^ who can (how 
the largeft riumtJefr. * I ani told, tliat the 
countefs of Oropeifa nas a pcrfe<fl collec- 
tion of tierii at her caftlc in the ' village 
of tjiat name, which was rhentioned iii 
one of my former letters. 

As for pfays, efpecially tragi-corfiedfiei, 
. the Spaniards have feveral thoufatids. 
Some pretend near feven ; which to nie 
appears incredible, though I am perfua<ltd 
that they have more than 'we, who can 
reckon about four thoufand, good and 
bad. I am alfo told, that out of their fe- 
ven thoufand, they have above three 
hundred which are (landing plays; I mean 
that are adualjy exhibited in the' fvvo 
theatres of this metropolis. Nei^er the 

trencn iior .the Englifh can count fo ma- 

,.*♦»<♦• '., ., 

,ny, as their audiences can fcarccly bear 

• the 



tile rtpttCtntitidn of a hundred buf of 
their national ftock. However, I tnuft 
fay hkewifef that as fdr as my judgment 
c^n go, the French and Ei^gliih ^udichcey 
are much nicer than the Spanilh* If there^ 
arc many fcenes in a play, that will diake 

them laugh, the Spaniards will eafily put 

* » • 1- ' . 

up with it 5 and they will laugh at things, 
that would put a F^rench or an Ehglifli 
audience out of humour. 

Thi* however is a fiihjed, ok which I 
cannot fay much, as what idea I have*" 
ctf the ^pariifli audience, arifes merely 
from conjedur'es fornied on the |)erufal 
of their moftpopular dramas, A Spanifti 
poet muft abfoliitely exhibit fome fcur- 
lefque charafter, even in the moft blooHy 
ti;agedy, if he Will have a chance 6f fuc- 
ceeding ; and to have the fentiments ' 
and pailioni c^ kings and heroes inter- 
mingled with the wit and humour of in- 
fcridr perfonages, is ah affemblage^ that' 
would not be born upon the ftages of 
Eriglsbid and France; ' \ " 

You 
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,: ypu Ipiow the ijamc of ^utvAdt^^.y^KoSi 
!^jj^(^i^ or 4^eacbS; are tranfl^tpd into m^ 
^^^^weU as ifi all the dthec. polite lao** 
glj^gg^^pf Europe. Little inofe thi» 

^^fe ^t^^P? ^.^ :^9^^ 9^' P^ Spain^ of, 

ijj^dj^ jfiye thick .qua^-toa, hy which t 
j^nd^-^fhajt he atteipptcd greater .thingp, 
thaa works of raere wit and huaioor.. 
He meddled much with hiflAry.j ^ppiiK 
t|ckS| and divinity i and the ^^paiUAfds 
r^nk hini an^ongft thdir .^reatieft po^lA.: 
^is, biographer informs us^ that he was a 
npan of family, well verfed in Latin^! 
Gceek^ Hebrew, and Arabic^ poiTefliB^. 
befides feveral of the modcfn languages^. 
His, chief ej^cellepce ho weverj feqmp ta 
have qoafifted in wit and h^mpur^ and . 
hi^ ^ Lif e^af th. Gran Tacanok a pi^re 
of ^tl^e wicJfCfl ai^dlowef^ vulgar^ fc^rccly 
to^,b^ li^jatch'd ;in any langus^e. Taof^^ 
n^cans ajow chea^j^ a. cunning low ^ilhnp., 

, Ani.ongft the modern writers of Spaiii, 
thembU renowned is a Beaedi(^ix)e Moi^k 

called 
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called Father Feyjoo. I have fcen art edt- 
tioh of his works in eight volumes 410.' 
He is ftill living and ftill writing; but I 
have not read enough of thofe volumes,' 
to venture upon his character as an au- 
thors By wh,at I have curforify feen, I 
cannof fay he would be looked upon on 
the other fide the Pirenearis witli the 
great veneration that is paid him in 
Spain. '!Meverthelefs, it is a ruld with me, 
that a 'man univcrfally efteemed by his 
countrymen during feveral yczfs^ zi it is' 
the cafe with him, muft be endowed witlf 
Uncommon powers, be his weaknefles and 
faults ever fo numerous. The Spanifli' 
minute Critics have attack'd him feverallyf 
and Itake it for granted, that f9metimesi 
^hey were in the right. It is fo eafy a 
thafter to be fonietimes right, when hunt-* 
iiig for fauhs and weaknefles even in the 
beft writers ! Yet Feyjoo's general powers 
have ftood the malignant virulence of all 
Spanifti Reviewers, wh'ofe wife Remarks 
have been forgotten as foon as read ; juft 
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» • • • 
ki it happens in Englandi whcrfe miiiutc 

critics are no lefs plentiful than oyftcrs 
and mufcles. - 

•. Ncx^ to Feyjao the Spaniards rank Fa- 
ther SarmientOy Father Flores, and Fathef 
Burieiy the fiirft a Bcinedidline like Fcyjoo, 
the fecond an J¥u^uftine» and the third a 
Jcfurt. 6ne woiald almoft think that the 
teartiiiig of Spain, like that of all Europe 
in the dark agesj is hcfe confined to 
cloyfters. I have not. yet had an oppor- 
tunity of reading any of the things that 
have been publiflied by theft three wri- 
ters;' nor indeed of any other living Spa- 
Ward ^kcfej)t' the His tori a del famofo 
^redicador Fray Gerundio, written by De 
'Lt/ki another Jefuit, of which I Will 
^ive you a (hort fketch. 
^> This hookjof which only the firft vo- 
lume is publiihed^ is a 4to« of about 
itJOn : hundred :pages, prolegomena in- 
dudtfd., It was printed in this town otilj 
two years ago. ^ ; 
.iV©L. III. E The 



The chief drift of this work is to mei\d 
tlie J^paniffi pulpit by t^pk>^ iatQ, rid^- 
!culc the bad preachers, wboj. it fecmfo 

are very nwnerous throi^giicntt thjs^ Vit^S* 
dom.' . ' , 3 

To brin^abotit this kir(|able end,., F^- 
ih^vDe Lifla^ (who h^ not prefixed hU 
;iame to ki\% book) g^yes u& irbe life ao^di 
charafkr of Cr^rz^;2^W ^ man borr^ of yef j 
niean parents^ and ma{tabA^rdl^yedi|Cdttp4^ 
' Gerundios parents are abimdantly -eftr 
dowed with the numeroas^prejvidke^ tl^ 

ruiHcks have throughout Spain* Amap^S 

"other of their qualifications, thc)^/are 

'moft ftupidly friar-riddeaj fo t)^at^ lia 

"fmall part of their Income is laviflaed*"^ 

ads of bofpit:aliity to friars of all ordjer*, 

who are always fuj^e^of st mea) 9^ a l^td 

... • • ■ , • '^" 

whenever they go through Campazi^^ a» 
'obfcure yillflge where they refide^ 

Maoy therefore arethe friars that G^^ 
riiW/(7. Ixecomes. acquainted with, before 
\i reaches the years of adoleicence, «n4 

. many 
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ivliich. iiofiBhs af^^ajl faithfully depofited 
^Itk tne jtxtiiurt 0f his tenacious memory, 

.Bi;|ng yet a childi poor Giftu^io Ufcut 
fo ]6arii, his letters of a country fchoql-* 
^inaiteri,,wJio^^ of ignofarrce and pre- 

lumptxQQ is confiderable , enough. Tor 
give but ah mdancje, but of many i. of this 
icliopl-mafter's chara^eTi you muft 
«|;:qow . thai he has looked into: many fy^ 

j|«^^-^^^^^^ l)ut having grcM 

d^jed;ioqs to e^ch, be has flr^uclcout one 

^0fb^6^Mfn>iri.w^€h a^^ the chief 

, tul^^hjat^ prefcribes and inqulcates to 

.hiapupilSsin the tnoftilrenuousm^nner^ 

^Mte IS, that the 'names of /mall things, mtjfi 

Se^in vt writing with a minnfcular letterf 

nni^he names of greatthings with amajtff^ 

eular. ^iThus tl mm/e (for inftance) is to 

7|>e wn-itteh.with.a fmall /», afid z Moun^ 

'^iamJwh\x a great one. Woe to the boy 

Wnd happens* to err again ft this or aay 

TDther of his rules ! He cannot cfcapc a 

£ a feverc 
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vere. whipping; but Gerundio lis tit^t 
')^ whipped, becaufe the more abfurd the 
precept, the better he remembers it. 

Very lively are the colours . with whichr 
Father De Lijla paints fucceffively the 
various characters of .poor Gertmdid^ 
teachers, and of the feveral blockheads 
from whom he gradually imbibes ridi- 
calous notions, ' 

From fchool to fchool, Gerundio x\k% 
to the higheft pinacle of extravagance 
in thinking. From vicious orthograpl^ 
and vicious pronunciation, he is lifted up 
to pun^ and quibbles % then afeeads to 
anagrams and. acrofticks ; then mounts 
up to quaint conceits and Leonine verfes; 
and fo higher and higher every day. Nor 
is he yet fixteen when we fee him fo har- 
dened in error as to leave na further 
hopes for reformation. His mind is be- 
come fo perfectly dark by this timc> ir> 
, which he turns friar, that the ftro«gcft 
arguments againft his notions of elo- 
quence, urged in the plaineft manner by 

two» 



twq ox three learned and fcnfibleamongft 
his fupedors^ not only prove ineffeftual, 
but increafe his pervvfenefs; a;id he 
^t^Ches on in hi^ career with the moft 
undaunted tranquillity^ defpifing every 
day more and more all that is natural and 
of eafy attainment, for ever puzzling his 
poor brains to difcoyer new avenues to 
difficult bombaft and far-fetch'd non- 
fenfe^ 

Such are the chief outlines of Fray 
Gerundio, a preacher of the firft magni- 
'tude. De Lijla has not failed to give us 
Ipecimens of his firft fermons, with a 
view, as I faid, of reforming the Spanifh 
pulpit, and making the bad preachers of 
his country afhamed of themfelves. He 
publifhed his book in this towij, deco- 
rated with a good number of approba- 
tions obtained from* (everal of the moft 
learned and refpedable people in Spain, 
to whom he communicated it, while yet 
in manufcript. The inquifitors them- 

E 3 ^ felves 
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felves eneouraged liim to {Kis (<?V puffier 

cation, and |3ore teftimpnv m writing tq 

the laudabteniefs of ^Is work^ wliicK^ey* 

were of opinion would in agood meamrcr 

bring about tbe wilH*'^-for reformatw^ 

La liijloria del Jamofo Predkador Pray 

Gerundlo (fays Vd^xh^i Alorifo CdnQ^QnQof 

tHe revuors for the ipq'uiffition; es uno de 

aqiiellos felices penjamientos que ftigtere for 

pltimo recurfg elapurg e! defpegfioentrdn'^ , ' 

if ^j apretados^ at ver frujirados los thedws 

pas dire^Qs y proptjs. ^^ ^he htjiory qjTfnf 

^* preacher Gerundio is one of thole lucky ex* 
''-'>. ' ' ; .' .-■ t r^ .'^\njLpi 
f^ pediep^s that indignation ar hard necejjtiy 

\\fiigzejls when the hji means have proved 
^^ ineffcthial':* And a few liaes furthex;; 
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■ {a) Mr. Clark fdys^ that this Edihr (kbBd^ii 
fAtU k Ddifor) hm h^H perfrtmU and/den^h 
^ the Ing^HifiUrSr' jtpon thi ^ci^gunt if Fray ^rur^iL, 
But the fa^l is as I repref^nt it here. The Inqptlfitioru 
far from cqndejnning the bosky approved oftiy amfBa 
approbation is printed at the head of tt. Suti'^ 'M^ 
ejark is akoaysfo angry at the Inquifiiioj^! . ff^ynuji 
run it, dawn by ^illmanmr of means^ and I have m 
(ibjeSIion to his zeal when it is fuppoiified by truth . 
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' IPatnj^ds fi iejent'endera al obfervar algQ 
cac^ada la defit de files caufiieas y orrofivas 

• ^f :f^^' ^y^ r*r^« ^on ague rofada las gan^ 
-^t^Ads. ^-^ Nor are. we to find fault if the' 
** i^ tf xat^fKc and corr^ifive falts isfome- 
*^ nvfyit tooftr^ng^ as cancerj y^re not to b^ 
"^/^ure^ with rqfe-' wafer,*' 
^K Notwitbftanding the appro^atloa of 
the inq[uiiilJDii, and of feveral of the. moft 

^ learoJed amoBgft the Spani^ clergy, fomc 
^Ordecs* especially the Doiixinicans and 
.MenxticaAis cp^e ap agalnft this bodik as 
ifpOQ a^ it wa& printed* They represented 
tQ.the KiDg (and Indeed with very good 
ji^afi>a«) thai: the refpedt due to the mini- 
iiers of the golpel, ' would be**t6a tnueh 
-diminifhed by fuch ' a piece of itidrcilefs 
•criticUmj aad all religiQus ordiers rpn^ 
idered ridiculoua in the eyes of the.vulgeir^; 
the'confetfuence of Which woiild be a re- 

laxation^ if not a fubverfion of the xel?- 

»,►• •* • .. . » 

Kit>n of the country. ,. - 

^ T^hisi artd mher fuch argtimems, urge^ 
%jy\Ke fViats ^Ifli the greateft vehemence, 

E 4 and 
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^ iupported .alfo by fevteral biikap.sj 
obliged the cc«incil of Ciftile.tatake the 
book into their moil feriouai^onfidefafiikQil, 
which produced a fuppreffion and prohir 
bition of it, rather for tb^iftke*of,pfi»ce 
than from aqy other mptive. • -^ 

It is therefore very difficult at • prc&Bt 
to get a^opy of it, as a great number of 
them were ^d^ftfcrjf'cd : in confequcncc of 
th^ c;oundK& order. Yet I have had the 
gDodiuck to procure one, and have al- 
ye^iiy iperufcd it with the greateft plwifwi. 
As itolaoguagc and ftyle; few nations, in 
my humble opinion, haveaoy thingifiner 
than Frayi PerunJio, and the prefent ag^ 
,ha& not produced a^mpre humorous per- 

foriQanqe. Ip.d^ed^ I think the Spaniards 
ig^j^i,te, right,, >vho,put it upon a ;par:in 
njuuiy eefpeds with the cekbratcd work 

of Cervaniff^ The Fray wouldrhave 
proved as deftradive to the Spanifli- A^Jis 
offermons^ ^§ the Dm was. » to thofc of 
knight'-errantry. . Father* De Lijla had ia 
fecond voliime ready, but the pfohibitioh 

of 
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of 1^4- firft put a ftop to the publieatum- 
of ihe fecond, whkh now runs in manu<- 
fcnipl^i attdidfaid to be quite equal to the 

. In ohe Tcfpea, however, this modem 
Cervantes is inferior to the old. He has 
AoSkd fome'cf his chapters with too 
much declamation againfl: a Portuguefe 
book that was not worth a long confuta«- 
tioot ^tnd with;fome epifodicalcriticifms 
oix fordign learnings in which fkc talks 
wi^ too much grefumptioii and peremp* 
t^Utinefs oft what be was but indi^erently 
ijij^lificid tq talk of. ,Thefe-two • errors^ 
i^ only expofe his igoprance in foreign 
learning, andi ridiculous, parade of erudi- 
tion, but unfeafonably interrupt the ftory, 
with which b^ ougbt to have gone on 
without ever flopping, had he even been 
fuUy qualified for thofe criticifms. But, 
as far as I can fee, this is the general de- 
ff^ of the Spanifli writers both ancient 
^fld-jnodepn. ^ They mud, fhow away, 
and. interlard every, performance with 

much 



. . Gtnlli one wor4' moneiMwMl tMsfbotilJbfi 

A. 

c< hotJ^mBEMr give y6a ibme acaAuy!i-a£ 
a vaft library, • in whkk^ femongii tkoA^. 

* * 

kflgoiages^ (tfae» k> a; iarjge tram bed > of 
ArafaK^ nf vi^^ the learned wodd iadfi 

. Several arttempts haT^e been ttifade ait 
^cffiscent times to gratify that widfK j biaeaU 
ways in vain, until King Ferdinand, wlw 
^as prcdeceflbr to his prcfent Majefty, 
conamanded Dodor Michaeff^J Cafiri 
to* aJfTume this -undertaking,. 

, This Q^h a Syro-Marotiite by 1>irthi 
wht^'ba^^fottgbcen the ^ King V 1?6¥a^an 
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(al, Mr. Clari' ialh him Sjrri^ 



[ 5> 1 

at- 1^6 ISfcurkt, 1^6 at }d( dter iittnf 
years labour publiihcd a' volume^ (t& be: 
fbdlot^ by f«««hilmore} intitkc^BtBL^-- 

OTftECA ARAHtCO*JFIWPAllA BsCVRIA* 

Lifii$U,Jpe iibr^rum ommtim MS^. ^os 
Arabic^ ab auSltribus ma^nam Jrartim Ara-- 
j^o^Hifpariis campqfiios -Biblwtheca cemdbii 
Efcurialenjis compieBitur* Recenjkret txph^ 
nam opvra etjiudiu 'Mitn^ABLrs CAsiiti, 
' &tr6^Maronitiie, 'Prejbytsri^ S. ^tJmhgia 

Thi« book JMit;comc out of t!» preiS 
in this' tbrrriv is* a foKd of ibotit 550 ^ 
eesf, ptintcdwith iltebeft types oft thb 
bcft papCT ; and the jtoamifcfripts note^ 
jfown m ir/ amotint^ to the nmnbct {^ of 
1625,; ajrrangoi under . twelve hcadaj 
idbat is . 

1628. Jllere chance has made me ohfervej that the 
//^^ y A&tf PoETlct tegiris by miftake with the nuM'^ 
jf^ 268, iuhm it ought to he marJtait^jokts the'''pre^ 
If^diMg il^ ef thi JiMttwk^l end$^ with $bi nfonkir 
^69$ bf' meihef mifte^ marked 259* 
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\ Grammafici. • 

* ** . . , 

Rhetorici. - ', • 

Fhibhgici et Mijcdlanei^ . - 
Lexicogrnphi. 

* Bhilofophu , , ,_ 
EM/W ^/ Politidn 

Medici. 

ur^i Hiftoriam Nafurakm pertinentcs^ . i 

^heplogicif 

Dogmaticiy Schohfticiy^ Morahs, &c, 

Chrifiiani. 
. Many aAd-yery curious arc the notices 
Xh^X Cajiri gives lis Jn his. Bibliothcca> 
which he: could never have compilcdi; 
were he not a moft ftupendous. piafter of 
the oriental tongucS| and fullrfraught 
with the moft extenfive erudition. But 
I anl. writing a letter . and 'not a volume ; 
therefore I pafs over a multitude 6f thofe 
notices, and will only fkim over a few. 

In tbe_divifion entitled M. EDI CI 
there are ffeveral Arabic verfiorts from the 
Greek of Hi3PPockates, Gaxe^v^ a^d 
" ^^ Dios- 
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I I 

[ <^I ] , 

l)iasico»ibE's, with feveral comraeatarles 
by the Ai^abic interjjreters, befide^ j^ num- . 
■ber of original, works by feveral Arabic 
phyficians, amongft ^«?hicb RjisiSi ifrfiO 
^ae a native of Perlia ; Avic^nn A^ -the 
fon ofa'Pcrfian, but born at Bokham in 
Arabia 5 Baita'k, a native oi MaiMgs ih 
^Sfiaih i'diid MAiMt/Nf i>ES, of Jewiih ex- 
• tradibrf, born at C^^^wl. 'i "^ . 

Siill -trnder ^this divifion, Df* G^r/ . 
give$ US (in his\own' Latin from theAra« 
!)ic)> theJives of the above feven perfon- 
ages, befides thofe of Plato and -Ari- 

STOTLE, part of whole works a^ k ap- 

"' ' ' • » 

peats ' By- his Bibliotheca, the -ArSfelifls 
had^feverally tranflated, as weil as thbfe 
tSHippoerates, Ga/eny ^nd Dio/boriJis, .' 

^-*^'in the divifion entitlied M HIS TO-' 
RIAM' NAT.URALEM />rr//- 

' nenhsg* under the a<:count of the ^ codex 
that has the number CMI, we ha*e :a 
c4lald|;ue 6f thofe Arabic authors .who ' 



i* 



i <5^ f 



< t 



V 



•^feilC-l, is chicfly.matfc tip with ijikfietfr-- 

qi»ent9rie& jU{>((Jn it« ' ' * 

-" 'tOniy jcteven i:o46»?s<f<«nS the r^j W^<^ 
fWxat<kiJ«!it)(?d q PH.! STl A-N L Tj^ 

/fcc^sOi tjf thcmi^^ fpnfutatimvf tfptjtf' 
-w<ife» written iioth,ii!i Af abac, and jpat^ibf/ 
l&y a • Roman Fn?r) Tiad the laft is 41 

-'TO^fe <a v«xfi9n in. Laiin ia eveiy ^pcifilb 

; filleatJQni ifr'that w Jwch is entitledj P, tt J5J* 
.:T'IiOI. iTijueima^w&|ipt&ftiftnbqr^?T;|it* 
flee iltir.dt^iliqo^ «iO<^ot;to theoombet!^ 

:lii OiSim > ^Y*t' yau «ie, riot to ^lit^y 
t!ntigfr<M^1>o{ej|»rifi c^tHaiRiir lidti^ 
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^^ 



- . V ^ 



I 
/ 



t^th ^Jic?wri|»r^bf:ppctry\a9d the wj^'cfs 
',itoofl poetry,. tfp^fidWj critics jaird-xywi^ 
^Ufeiitatpirs. i am very gangly tkisvvciy 
moment with it>y fat«, thia)t;(^id oQt dirc^ 
•jHPfilt^th<3rWx-pf tha Arabic. Jangiiflgc 
i^^ I i^^ht gpi to ihc ^Uairt4.cp xe«i^ 
ji^ofo^jtwo Jiundrcd and tw.cnty.Tpn? .ijoj- 
][^ef,i or miderftwdfM lejaft . the i^jort 

i^i?poi^^ht..\i!it<i bis ,1^00^.. Hojytkc 
;Mt •^i^^mff^.xi^ th<; ii»av>f«sJ Offm- 

iRfi^f ^r? has tufnsdiijsiiQ j:,.^|a-^fe^ 

Siwj^^ ^ veria, hand parum ingeniofa. Ce^ 

terum^ 



* . • ♦ 

terum^ ut. tn ^Kii contingit Unguis^ At^biM 
njerfus in alteram linguam con'uerji^ npn earn 
gratiam ac dulcedinemfeYvantj quant apud 
fe et domi habent: nee mirunty unus enim 
quifqui fermo quandam elocutionis vim ac 

-iegem hah'et plm\ ab ea diverfum^ . qu^, ^ 

• . . -■ 

'ceteris obtinet^ 

In-Engliih, thus* 

^* Thefe verfes with refpeA to xthe 

** ,fentiinenl> are very acute, an.d the qkt 

^^ preifion is ingenious. But it ^V^J^V^ 

^** to Arabian poetry, as to poetry in otj^t^ 

languages^ that it lofes byr tranO^tit^ 

its native grace and melody : nor.is th^ 

to be wondered at, iince every laDgif fg| 

^^ has its owa peculiar phra&ok^yaoj^ 

5^ force of expreflion different fron» thoib 

-"of other toiigues/' . - • - . i 

'* Tp ^is \tvMxkr which imtift l>e ob^ 

ytbiis^ to any ov^ who knoMrs. but. two 

laoguageswHbll^ C!^r/ adds rdjrgffeffiipiK.of 

\^% 6^VL^ whieh l)^ intitle$ Arnica J^Oj^ag 

' ifeeimm et Pr^tmm. 

.In 



u 
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V 

In this digreflion we are told» that the 
Arabs cultivated poetry with the |;reateft 
ardour : that the gre&t people amongft 
them> were moft liberal to their great 
poets t that early in the morning of fome 
(hted diys» the poets of Fez ufed to af* 
ftmble at the houfe of the governor to 
recite verfes in praife of Mahomet to a 
vaft concourfe of people j and that he> 
whofe verfes were moft applauded^ re* 
Reived a hundred golden ducats, a rich 
fobe, a fine horfe, and a pretty maiden. 
Tht reft of the poets had but fifty flucats 
a piece t that in more remote ages, great 
ftiU in poetry intitled to nobility: that 
when sfny poet endowed with uncommon 
powers came to a town, the women be- 
longing to this and that tribe^ would go 
to meet htm with timbrels and other 
mufical inftruments in their hands, as they 
did when going to a nuptial feafti would 
istttt him with a ftimptuous dinner, and 
point him out to children as a pattern for 
kfeitation. The poet Alael'din (adds Ca/iri) 

Vol. IIL F received 
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kine of 5^Rt» /br-4w6 diftidis^onW# 

in our- ^^Aay% Hfetcb^/fiy^e-ptnc^ ffffm^mjfR^ * 
monarch fiving; Thi ^ftfchs I Wlll^rkn-^ :^ 
fcribe, th^^ ^y 0^1 may have a^ gu^ft^sit t^Leic!. 

worth* ...-' . . ., . i .;. U^'* - V^-\_V^K*"l*'^*«'/ 

illud erit ; quoBque inevltahilidedretefiafu^ 

At mter^ motum. U qui^Um ^ eit itn^frfeMl^ 

res compomtur, "ei'^ negdtitm hoc fat^h f^^^^ 
detur^ ; 

t{ie twadiftichs are very^fin^i yet >ino-' ' 
dern fdv^reigns. kno^ bettfer the value oF* 
five\^^iij(^'nd:4ucat8 . 

. SiiffeP ftienow^to-tl'anfcribe fome para* 
graphs oirf of C^r/^^^^ pn Ara- 

Ijickfio^V^j^^^they captain feveral fingu- 
laritiBd iirlii^ ieem ve»y curious. 

r . ■ Jm. 
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Sat ntt ctmeJRmt egUnt: either tragedtel^r Mme- 
€tH vltff fmpfirinty altrnn Ales: norddftlirt/autbolf 
apt^'^^fiiipt^fin Jl&nrim; inibrmtrs, tiittbe^ h*v« 
in i0^t4mm w^A JBiiSo^ twriUen fuQh potms: v« 
* tied may ^lahirnconue^ ^kare however in our li- 
i/j^ Arabice confcripta or- hrary one or twocomedict 
eurrii' ie qua fuo bco. wattcn in AHibic, of' 
Oracorumfabulasjuiscat^ which I fhall fpeak eire* 
mhnbtuHMmifcint^i di' where. There ia not iA 
orummmimbuSi utablpfa their poetry any inters- 
idohlatria^'tnaxinu irfAdr- mixture of Grteian n>y*. 
reTit. Suatamen ipjimmdi" thology ; for they liold in 
funt fiAiiiltS^i9ntm gum H theatmoftabhoiveneetlt 
religimi (fummodata. Sab names at well as the wor- 
fUiUperJmis beroum i)if^ fhip of heathen deities. 
tutis eictoHunty praclaraqia They have however fables 
iUormn'^h celebrant: in of their own, adapted to 
vitiaif^er^ invebf^gty their own genius and re^ 
eorrnptofque mores profcri^ ligion. They extol' the 
bunt : que quidem in ge^ virtues of heroes and ce« 
nere ^hfei magnt mmsnis lebrate their atchfeve'- 
inter ipjk virl e^teMuen. meiits under feigned per«- 

J _' fonag«s. They inveigh 

againft vice and fatyrize 
* . corruption of manners; 

' ' '• ^ and in this (i)oriesr of poe- 

try they have ioA tomm 

,t .' writers who have emi- 

V nently excelled, 

Arahua F 2 Arabic 



' .Ariakica iff go ^9eftSy ut Arabic poetry therefore, 

ini caterii linguijy fu{s ftr UM ^^^ in , other . Ian* 

tritigUur^ jg^nurorum Ugi" guages, is confined to cer- 

hus \ alia taiMH et fiani dl* .tain laws of metre ^ but 

V^rja rat\0Mg^'j^i ^^xfate" tho/!e.of a peculiar kLpd^ 

bifl Hin^^iMaferi poeffi^s sw ^ will prefen^Jy agpean 

4tetttra^ qua Gracisac La-- There are to be foiincf in 

tints ariihus traduntur^ ha* Arabic almot): all tnofe 

hetit Ar$hica^ videlicet car^ kinds of pQetry Whicn we 

jnou^el^tasyepigrammatay have received ^^qm (^p 

tdaSffat^raSf t^c ^ua em- Greeks and the Xatin^ 




qu9 quidem tituto poetarum tires, &c. all which taken 



9pfra infcrihi folenU together, jpafs under the 



general titlp otlDtvazii 
that Is to (ay, Auidimca] 
With which title tfafe' wn- 



"!'^*t'J\- 



tings of their. poets are 

uf^aUy inicribed. . 

Arahibm placuti ^poejthi The Arabians call ihelr 

Scheer, piliim fcilicety di^ poetry (that is, tHemetrt- 

«r^, 9«/5f^f Jruauram cal part of i t V by the wori 

firuOuratenidnk ex piUs Scheer i that i's, baif Cot 

capflnisj ebor£s it paxillis hair-Jkin^) and compare 

ekborati comparare: qua^ its ftrudiure to the ftruc- 

/r^jp/^r * «;/r/«> Bait ^/« - turc"^ of a tent made of 

IWy ^uafi^\perfe£li m^rl goats-hair (or goats- flcin) 

j(lru^Hra, ^diJtciHmfKi afr and compared with 

folutum.^ ' " chords and ftakes : for 

which reafon a verfe it 
/ '^ called -fltf/V (a boufey) as 

Versus bein^ 



"j»*".. 
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t 69 ] 

^ teing a ftrudture of fi* 

niibed tnetr^, and as it 
wtre^ a compTeat build"* 

y7rjui)/traitcus fyUalU "' An Arabic vcrfc con- 
/c^n /f^ 'hrevibus conflate C^s of long anJ (hort fyl- 
f;r ^fi^A^f quatuor formanr lables, out of which they 
f»r teaesj quorum prtmus form four feet, tjic Jnrlt of 
chordi 'wis ^tcitur^ tu- which if' called the /iVA/ 
pttdjytliiia fra£tus^ hnga chordj being made iip of 
tf 'irivty five^ 'ut Jrahes two fyllablcs,' one long 
liquuiturj Tittra cdnfinante the other fliort : *' or, as 
mota it ^'uicfcentc : /J- the Arab^ians expreils it, a 
cunaus chorda gravis, cu- conionant moved, and a 
jVi utrfque coHfonaifs rhbta confonant qutefcent: the 
ip/?Tf^r//a^palusconjunc- fecond foot is called the 
tus'appillaturi cujus aua heavy (or grave) chord, 
pnores ' confonantes funt confifting of confonants 
motici^ ikima vera quie- which arc /«wr^(that is, 
fcen« ; quaritti palas dif- have a vowel annexe^ to 
jinCTus,^ , tfi quo liiera them not qutejieni, but 
qiiieiceiis i«/^ atramque pronounced:) the third 
in6t$m tntercedh. foot is called the conjoined 

yiaki (proceeding fmooth* 
ly and uninterruptedly,} 
having its two nrft con* 
fonants moved, and its 

« ' * 

laft qutefcent: the fourth 
foot is called the disjoined 
ftake, in which a quiefcent 
letter fta^ids between two 
others, each of which is 
Ex f* 3 moved 
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, moted (that isi pvcffioun- 

* '^* . ced with a i^o^meL/) ■* 

' ' jEW hujufdodl fsdibm Of tbefe feet the parts 

virfih' partes c9fnpdHUntur^ of their vcrfe are com- 

dittmatim[0ki mutnofucce- pofed, the chords a^d 

dentihus chordis et faxillis^ the ftakes following each 
ix'ptnum diverJacopu{a^6th^^-aiSftd^^ from 

tiW^ varid oai^minum gene- the^ Sfiffibreht jpbln^atioii 



ra exijiunt, Metrifom du-, of Whi*^cbi^hetr 'i^ttis 
igfn'juanfk^em^ feu* men-' ccive tUtllf ^IHteftht dc- 
fufam Arahes hijci^cahu- ifotnmitiohs. ^^-^M^trical 
Jh txprlmere fihrrij WifeA- ^ qtjShiity, d!r t^ the 

^cei'^^' Most Afrt,oni> ji^^' ^Arattans'aiSHbtft '% thr 
vlce.irts pde's denofintur: following techiikal terms. 
nempe chorda levts, palus MosT4F£toK, Whith de- 
disjun^as, ^/ iWi^jvi chor- notes a feries of 'three 
da levis : Faelatjoh, ftitt\mmiAy^ztighf chords 
quo nomine tres quoque per a disjointed Jiaie, atiid again 
des exprimuHtur, fcilicei a light chord: FAtXiXTOK, 
chorda levis, palus con- by which they unddrftand 
junftus, et chorda levis : likcwHe thrfee feer|, firft, 
FAUtON, iihi nempe duo . a light chords fecc^dly a 
fedei occurruntj' quorum conjoined Jtethy atid laftly 
^/Vpilusconjunftus^tf/- a light chord. Fatjlon^ 
/^r chorda levis ^ >: Mo- which denotes a combi- 
TAFAiiON, quae quidem nation of two feet only, 
vox tres pedesy nempe .thefirft of which is a r^n- 

4 

fchordaoi gravem, chord- joined Jiake^ the other a 
am leren>, ^ palum con- "flight, doord: > Mot afai- 

junfbum dejignat: MoTAr 'LON^.^^nriHch ikfiip«0is three 

»■ • ■ • ■ 

FAiLATON, quo tres pfde^ \f?et5 vtgnme'fha^^ light 
demtantUTjf fciiicet p^lus j^bdr(^z)fi^cossjoiigedjlake\ 

con* V Mor 
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tJoeoBJundas^ dmrdtgra- MoTArAiLATOK, 6y. 
vis; <» clKUrda lcirit« which are underftoo^ 

ihree feet in a fcries^ 
^ fltagnely, a cmjwMd Jiake^ 

nio^> V^<f»WaiW9r>^^^ ^ ThemcnfitraUon there- 

,u.a3^#Wf^t/4tT«^fB^tfflf .«?» fore, ^jwl quantity of th#. 

'-Ji2f«5S(|»:»^|rf?fij«{f^g^^ AraH^ yerfe, c»Afifts i« 

-vb ifi^fmrnf^fim-^ ^ ^'- . nothing >ut in the deter- 

Uohiifm^ttff^ mvtm'^^^^f.^ minify aod .alternate 

=irti ^.3j?« 4tf^^.!/f,. WWACus/^ ^ ,j^n,|^r pf i^oveable and 

.:.i, ^hytlKKi^cu^ PriofakflT^ quiefcent canfonants^ 

.imi^PU-m/^^ M*6^; i/^?/?^- Thia is twofoW, Metriait 

->b ri /:^«» >r^«iM^/?*««¥^. zn^^RhphmmL The for- 

•> Mil J ri|W, ^^lffi/>isjk^ff de/i-:^ ,nw.cone(U. • of alternate 

..s^^.Hi^l^st^Jimfi^hri^^l^^^ only, thelattei;, be- 

c.i^^sVfrJitmgaudet. .,IEc i>- ,x^des its^regylar number 

, /-GT.lOT^ durnu^ ttt in ^pl* ^f fegj, requires that eachi 

l^.LiX^mn^ih f^^% ^f' o^- veffe terminate in fylla- 

,y»::t ^i^ ^^^rpetuus aliquandB bi^g of the fame found 

*^ Ahi^>iiedinfoUcar^niqu0d^Xh»X:\%mt\iymt.) This 
\JU i^esmm /fptm^miuef is fometiines altera? te, at 
/^r i f««^/*v^ ^ j{i epigrams^ pdes^ &c. 

- t:>T.iO «i c .. I ' • and fpmptimefr (ncoei&ve ; 

. /t ( * but Otnl)^ in : fuch poema 

< ^ ' 'M. <7 v^s confift of more than 

'i .. ;. ^ '»•• • 'feyen verfo,.. ■ 

' ^ &hgull verjits Atdrni Ea^ct^^ vjSff^ ^p^fifts of 

^figi^tam I bekafiidaisy fU0 (Wo . . h$i^ljyic.^j)ft' . >irhich 

finulfwmta ^cbMy feu^M'^^ tak^ t9gipther. make up 

•^ Wqrni^ 9^i(^ x^fiduUi one imirf xfirfi^f ..Either of 






VX', 



*f{''*». /0 J*5H*-.«^«'^- ed a door or fait^-;b0^ 

/mwjf^ ??r3 proppfiUp. (4.^fi<i>(ftc «epTO*cfe»), 



(itiius: w Aiiio^tie .LtOican. »nH*f for > p«rt . prfjiij^^' 
IV* ■. «lwraflf* ■; iif «4j> -w/ry pM -iifitrfwi; J^nifi • tSfc^V 
«fl»ria! iiMJ-t-tfripareb of th« ttni.^ ■yzj mxi'^f^ 

dtmii4ff^m^'^f^..jl^riifyihg to ofer «r pfei^gt'iii^ 
\^% •:u^i^'^H>tranpd(eS by Goiius palus temorii. 




s^dioffR^', w ~'«i. £ h^ thii pidgin' (irimcilngy 

«i$Mn4A-^4nAi& i^iii ^ Wia i^rrtibK of- 'tliS^ 

daiu&tt^fquipdiiti^¥ fifteen kinds brVefrit^^ 
ptriM&ti^ftft ct^ul^^'%cl^if>^ which are comprifed in 




ri,*v 



Jgr^pmipnff^ci^f^^i^' variegM^ coitiprehencfs'- 



r^ri 



#^H)^1:iy toHglMiy^ie:^^ three kindfoWrr^ft^ tlie 
nMuM-, ^f expidfruHf-^^jaP^f' long^ the Mended^ ami the' 

fm^irevitusy feu quatu- <i( iciTf long fyllables .and 
ordicim ixiati$ & i^^m four, fhort ones, or. of 
la^vbic^ix^^ ff^JiOli^^ufi fcfUtteeir mivid smd ten 

%y«^''#«»<^'^^»^')^^ be: jc^bferyed^ tbat thefe^ 

!^V?fiHi\*^*9ii««?'«*j(5*tv gtt>fl»ed frbm-^«atti -'othdr,'^' 
lt^rfffi,.qf^itt^iH,if/ed net .oa account of the- 
ji^^fji.fmefetatt^tt q^ gieat^ or lefs 4)uuiCity-o#'- 

t^Jltt^§t.> • .«if «%» «». , tfecir.fyi^Wes,'^»^Jt mtrOf^ 
^*?^u'^H^*»?#^it¥w*. <^M»ppR4««.«f jOw.lB^ert 

'. ,^>,„ ,;.!,^ >.,,.'n.< whic4,,iiqsofj|i«giy,^, 




t0 ^jumofum gtif^a^ wider which, arS,,<:<^i^s. 

-v. --> '• n -..-^ -.. .t^^^ , ed 
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Saift^inJaclnii q^iefcen^ Each vJias fifteen .^tters 

tts fix Svirfi-^^rdhu dif- that are m9Vtd^ aad .fijp 

» ; 'pojitat : ^fmorir,: ^nrnfura quiefcent, placed in a dif* 

«i 'iJtorrAFAALOKfi»0sfum' fercnt order: the meafure 

ium^ fiCu?idt'^MC9AAtA' of the firft kind is mo- 

TOKfiT qaif/iut mcibtan^ taIfaaion dftp^itA fit 

:: pititwH. \ - :♦ » times; -^imeafumbf' the 

. ' • ' - other- is MilMPAAl^TOK, 

• • *' V » -i .wWeh likeDf|fo > fix 

; - • V- iCtin^ , Aicceffif jpjiy ' re- 

- TIrrfffff ^frvn/flv siMitit. \ . «iRl^ ibtkJdcirftl^iitkcaH* 

sppittatur-y iSqut fptShint ed SIMILAR; to which 

jy iriaxarmniaigiHira, caas^ belo!Qg:..Af«e )dlM3 of po« 

VT^ tifena^ fat}f3i^ : /ftdbrem . «ttvi^th« «<(r (9r./«l|}^ } tb€ 

- '.f catmen, faprut/i yu^dliiei: ^^nrjfn» ^.and ^Ibr .idfJHum 

' :> iiuodicimeinfonablermcftsm^^ s(o^i.flkqdter.kij«l<if poem), 

^ .v^^rf i^ffitfitffi^ukfoebtes.. ^achT.of/^irfiifib >CMitains 

^-^ ' * ^ '- -^ '. twelve. <3» ft t Hm tr: that 

.'j":!* -T -^are iiiM;£5rf^ «nd eight f«i* 

4JCi9ffm 

\*i\ sit* i^MKAr^.:d!farAtf fiiitm"' '- Tbe ibitilk circle t< 
n. ^ ibtmiAts^nraji ^ml^ ^mm eaUed^tte tokritiACTSD; 
V^ jfjffinetfne tdrJImmm^i^ uader whtctJi ace'^com^ 
v\: oiWirs, iaBiR^etf^i^«*^IoX) pfilledfiMJ^fiicsaf vierfei 

?.!t li-^e .Ij2>/.-. woo. ■xotx^ . 'a .' . 1 /*nf 

' ^^\^ii}fn»Ati^pr^/iiniAil^ 

li^lliirMgiftitLwf^Tiitil^'ih.f^ 'Vh^^on^ofd^ 

Jlinifying thi quick^ mpituous, anHtbrupt moitcn if an omtT 
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mvim ^ttj/hnie. > aiarupt)^ €$ch of :i»luch 

confifts of. twelve letteit 
thftt are nmved ' and- nine 

Jj^'^^j^ rjr<yr/tf y/^<»t The fifth oirde h call* 

AMT ^IMBNTIBNS, tfi ed the CONCOJtXIAIIT, tO 

ifmm tam^ ^mtMMH car^ which one kind of verfb^ 
minit gmu$ nffftur con- only belongs, ftyled the 
jiittdum #0iniM^ fMMf i» e$HJ9$nti'f this it made up 
4$i^cim motis €t fepUm of twelve confonants that 
i|uie(befitfboi mlt$xituir. :• 'art Bted^ a»d fiiven pii* 

JiO^ ^ f ifMtf£ai^ib»w* :» To theft fifteen fcinils 

mfff^.ii^^i^^j^^^f'^^**^ bf vecfev already Cftan^^^* 

&'^ V|ifg/ Vtit/tfivf 4lii:^ d$»>^ la^d^ otbera.addva fix-* 

, i/^Mdi^JbMiitQ )| f^ teendi, which they call 

:tdi(ordmt||ininuit>i)iyth«* t\iK tbmbU rhymid DbubaiU 

^utncJCHliAait) ^^finguh. in which each hemifticb 

-:v.;^ n^' , ^ ^y-Si /• ■ . * • »»i«0»V ends 

I 

a!^ - fM^ fi^hh 4flb»rft Impinge mfi^Jhg^tmmMngim Hf 

-fno:^.«fni Aim #tfji j^culat^g^^«ii#>ahf upe ainut: tmd 
« 3^>'^f|i9wan^ftdj^.>^ii^ ji«f.A» #Av 

r^^i N« B. The aut^ior of this book owes this and th« 

foregoing note, > as well as the greatefl part of the 

Y>v5^^^elifl»vi(nl(dbticliii^f ^^ the learn*- 






^ 1^ V 

pHfaijOtrnti^daiaai-i poets, i^d lWhaiC~^W^ 
m^r.is^.ioj :)^ •"'I'!'":- i-" P«;fifain«' aftf-'rtjucir ' *c- 

}'^Jkfm9di piiyettptir km. ■ The' AtaUek' (iSfetrjr is 
«l» ' r^Htit^' a/li^rtttr nbtfd'fBu^^fouffjr objer-' 
u«»Ma'>^-'i>? ^i»^^ rfthtof t:heftf'1aNl^,i)u« 

bM^MiaaHde 'MM'Uttary <binct}iri««'iit )lt>«^fy''^i^ 

miM atmUf^mm thef to'aifi^Vretrehch a^ 

tt^ifku^ Haktiif -iiel t^ud ty aiit) ^ifh^' Wtitence, or' 
abMmts'eiin'^t'i^Sj %>» aitcpipfaoifii^i^aVbr a^po)g-^ 



puV al ».,.-• ^' •- •» liberties of tbfilttea often' 
iL*i :i.m;^ ...-*-• >^^^ pccur both in the Greek 
34L: .1.: '» V -J ' -v;>..;.v: jjjj^ L^^j^^ p^^^^ ^f jj^^ 

im'£iA :o .3.^:: :-;:.> firft repute. 

^iiUkmemJyiliiarvnr tfi T he addition of one or 
f^^i^m^^»Uif-*ln^pfa; [ meat fyjlables in a yerfe 
(Mf^jcblli^ili^ti *%y/L the Arabians call by the 
Im^l'dtM^arfliif^. pfiki' word Tarpkilj the Greek 
u^Wam^iil'ili)ii^M^ by the word Prcjthtfis ; in 
mMlhd^^sr&f ?» %io-' this cafe the verfe, when . 
tiMlim^i'^uikaiM'a^^ by one fbot» 

tAil44jMln^rtiiri?S9if2r^/^c^ the cofma rnvta-^ 

Jrabia ^ AtmiS^ "^^sli^ faahn into that of mm- 
A^fl^jUBtmdidiuratftubac faalafon-, the abridgitfg 

s^ Je or' 



Phj[|ii{pi|ff| Gj^idag^i i«f jot this fuffice concerdviti 

<p//r/ Latin^j^Jr^ifqi . 4if the Arabick poerry^as £ir 

iVrab^?e,I^j(»§^?^ Iftftitu- ^jc^at«a.,.ta flijf:p^cAilftt 

tibiiibusj Rmn^jdiu annPi purpOifei? v, Hc^who-^is ^^t. 

patir Itatj^i^tf^idit,: M, ^^ Rome in X<d|tij;^M4% 
ciijus $teris ({^Ui^ ^ariam Arjlpigkia th^fjear^ft^ifc,! 

, bQok Guadagnoli has 

reiidcred into Latin tiie 

; whole (yftem of AfabicS 

. . . -jrf -(f . -,1 13V -fij •••• • •• - .; 1 *?.^ «*'4iftfi?»^fctffc»Bwi"ii« 



■\ .' i V ■ - . i I J . » 
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I bopd tKliiong qiiQ<itidfi<Dp^'C«fiff^ ' 
work will prove »«;eptibte, ^'1^ gives in 
idea of Arabic prof^dy, '^^^A is a Iking 
iu>t is«filf gottatt inbdolcd.^i^Butishnof 
ftti|yrii^> th"at' a natten'- W fobd ' of 
poetry, i^d the Arabs.ftein to Have beefts 

in thvee|)0rl« i9lf th« worlds ^iihottld ne^df 
think o£ liftttt^ /kheatric^ exhibitions^ ' 
jtnd iieitber^wilee tc^gedies 1!iOf'' come4; 
diM^ Wbit tSiifeffciice4i^#eefr natfbnsr 

That the Arabs were great lovers of 
poetfjr^ the ffltamifGripts in the IBlbtitial 
are undeniable Witnefles. ' In that whicK 
is markbd with th* number CCCLlV; 
the» OTj^ t^wt> catalogiies of poetical wri- 
ters; of whom- little now remains but 
thei^t^ names in that manufcript; The 
firi^lift contains Hirty oi thofe names, 
the^M^Ond &m hundred and two : and in 
the mrtabir following thertf is another 
catalogye of^^j^-niw more, 

^^ ' ' ^^ "The 
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^<r^«/ pCi wj^m, <MloC' G(|rfr/ i{KiifiM(:?> - 

avefu%i cilkSied (thefe Epigratn*) iKm^ vU 
Joni^^t:bpoi eut^ ^i^ef^^^tk thai 

Jtenityi.gtfdjit^ ^Ul f*^^hah4hf ef^fok air 
0re vetj/ gk^t, .\ . ;,, •-[) «:, >f '^;'3; t£,r» gi 

. Bust.; it iefmti that>.;&Mhr«A/A? aod^thKr.^fr 
twcotyf pp!5t^ from wlMi liia qaU^SM^^ 
the cpigi^iqt :were auxt t^ 9#ly 9prtclie<t.j.r 
writers, of ;thpir tjxatiqffu. %^ ui<ijflrt.:,t 

blind in 'io$(j. " iEz^ ex^e^mMifyfSr itir : 
. '^ in^fj^um ef acuium post amy. it(t. qias^uc 

" mi- 



t 



minimi reKgi^Jum efft affarU ^u^0^^ijri\ 
tOmam reUgionem^ ac Judaicam tt Mah^ ^ 
Meranam feSfas impudtniijimijl^piuf^di^ ^ 
^'^rideat:' That is: Ir appears that this ^ 
ittgif/ffus ofid witty poet \oas not at ail rt^ . 
Ugi^H^f ^ he often and moft impudently de^ , 
ridfd the Chrifiian religion^ as w(tt ^i the ^ 
yudaiifjtMnd' Mahometan fs&s. 

T\» Jf^ftitbick. ppets prercrved in thCT/ 
Eihirialt Were not all natives of Spain, 
C^rTa.ti^le.to his book tellt you fo. . A 
certaijEi mimber of them were Aiiatick« 
and. African s, and a few of them bora 
even before the times, of Mahomet* . 
When Philip 11 made his intention . 
known of collediing the Arabick writers 
u . that library^ , many people who h^d 
Arabick manufqripts in their ppfllpffiotv 
failed not to pay their court to their fi^ve^ 
reign by prefenting the library with 
thenil A large number was that ^% 
together; and as ihe fucccflbra pf ^at ; o 
monarch perfifted Ipng in the fame 
fch^iii^^ ma&y tdditioAf were madt to 

the/ 



*'* 



«» 



»• 



!,.:» 
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^^^^'8 ha^ concealed at the time of theif.* 
cxpulfibrf Ih feviral^ parts of the kingdpn^i ». 
from' vvKcricc fncy were not, avowed, ta.\ 
cirry tSletii oft/ In iqnic Spanifli and La- ,, 
tin fevers of ihc' unfortunate Aitonio Pe^ 



f\ * • ' ' 



/•Ifif,^ Whb was YecVttary* tp; Philip 1I|. 
(printed at Paris without a ci.atc,) on thp 
rcv^rfe of p» 97. is mentioned^* liAjro di 

guerftaen%n Lortnzq el Reai^y d Empe-^ 
raai^dif^fos ifruxo con otrps delfaco de Tu^ 
itfzV ihat IS, ^^ a book nvritten tn an old 







** ^Iw- '(j!harte!^^frm the 'pillaged town 



** jfelw- 'Cfiarfes^^from the 'pillaged town 
«* ^ Tufits. But wh^t contrib"*-*'* 



wadPi'rfWfcident recorded 'by levdraF Spa-^^ . 




ffefervtd In tbt King't Ubrary at Madrfd* Ctf^ribas this 

1^1' III. G - 4W*f- 
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* X 

Fida y Hechos del Rey Don FhtUpe ^eraer^ 
A History of the Life and Adionfi^ctf 
Philip III. His word« arc thcfe* *v£/ 
^* Gobernador Pedro dc Lara« 4:orrundo d 
** mar df Berberia^ llegb junto a Sak y 
** encontrh con dos navios en que iba la re-^ 
*• camara del Rey Zidan de Marrue^ps ; y 

" * • 

'* haviendo peleado con eltos, los, rinding 
Hallo entre otras cofas preciofas mas 4§ 

r 

mil cuerpos de libros en Lengua Arabf^ 
** de Medicina, philofophiaf y buon Gobt^ 
^ ernOf iluminados y efcritos con gran cojla 
** {yilos 'antes quefe llevajfen ^z/Efcbrial^ 
^^ y elZ/idan tuvo ejla perdida por la m^ypr 
^^ y offrecib al Rey por fu refcate grt^n^e 

fumay en cantidad defetenta milducado^. 
Lid rejpiiejla fue entregajfe todos los ^ 
^ tktvis X^hriftianos que fe hallajfen en fu 
** reyno^ y con ejjos refcatarian Iqs libros. 

' El moro venia en ello^ Ji las guerra^s ch 
*^ viles que trahia con un Morabito y con 
>^^ fu Sobrino Muley Zcque, dteran lugar a 

dnudoU put of that hijiorian in bis preface ^ which he ^h 
mtlncMdternI authorities. . x ^ 

8 ;- ejle 









\ 
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•*- ejie'^ intenio. Tviendo' nuejiro CathoKco 
^* Rey que' d {^)fuyo no llegaha hajla com^ 
«< flir fa defeoy mdnSb llevar la libreria al 
•* cdtivento ' Real de San Lorenzo el del 
^ Efcoriair 

In Englifti, thus. 
' '** Governor Pedro dc Lara crutfing on 
^* the Barbary-coajiy failed near Salee^ and 
^* met with two Jbips that contained the 
** wardrobe ^Zidan king of Morocco. H^ 
^^ fought and took them-y and found in them^ 
^* afnon0 other precious thingf, more than 
** three thoufand Arabic books of Ph^c, 
** Philofophy and Politics well limned ^ and 
fairly written. I faw them before they 
were taken to the EfcuriaL Zidan cou" 
^^ fdered this lofs as very great , and offered 

* > 

(a) For the fake of thofe among Ji my readirswho under^^ 
fiandSpamfl^^ ImuJIfay^ that I have copied ibis anicdoti 
e^aSily 0SttJiandsJn Caftrfs Preface^ therefore if the 
lajl period of it Jhould prove obfcufe^ the fault it not mine J 
I do hot fee whether the pronoun fuyo relates to intento or, 
to Rey. J^to intento the period pmjetitidegtmilf detrfki 
and if to Rey^ no grammar can be made out ofiu Ptrhaps 
fome word has been dropped by the Printer of Cqfiri^s book. 

G 2 to 
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•* to buy them back of the King for fewnfy 
'* thoufand ducats. The anfwer was that 
*' hejhould have them back if be would fet 
** at liberty all the Chfijiian captives he had 

** in his kingdom, The Moor would have 

- '•• , - ^ 

'** agreed to the condition^ had it not been 
** for the war he was engaged in againfi it 
^^ Morabite, and againji Ms ow» c^ufin. 
«< Muley Xcque. Our Catholic Ki^g 
^^ feeing that his wijh was not complied with^ 
** ordered that the library jhould be taken to 
** tJie Royal Convent of St. Laurence at the 
•' Efcuriair 

Dr. Cafiri, wherever he mentions In 
his Bihlotheca any of the books that wfiiit 
to the Efcurial by means of that capture^ 
takes care to diftinguifh them froar dit 
reft oy adding thefe words to the account 
of each: ExRegia Bibhotheca Marithaim* 
^i But if an accident enriched titt Efcir- 
"*rial, ahother impoveriflied it, and went 

< 

near to annihilate it. In the year 176* 
ft cafftial £fe burned the upper patt^^f 
Ihit noble edifice, and greatly injured a 
4 large 



* 

/ 

large liali that wt? entirely filled up with, 
Arabic mantifcripts, of which hear two 
djaufand periflied in the conflagration. 
It is melancholy to think of the many 
libraries recorded in hiftory, that have 
Jieen deftroypd by fire.^ For my part f 
am not much pleafed with the cuftom of 
Arming large collcftions of books and 
depofiting them in one place. Befidcs 
that fuch books become generally ufelefs 
to mankind^ there is the danger of feeing 
them all deftroycd at once by a fire: and 
I am refolved to bequeath my few to the 
ftudious children of my friends; in hopes 
that many niay profit by them, which 
could never be the cafe, were. I to leave 
them to a fingle perfon, or what would 
be worfe, to any great library.. It is^bxit 
feldom> as far as I have obferved, that 
thofe who coUeft books^ or thpfe who 
inherit large numbers of them, become 
^ery learned. Few value the things of 
which they have ahunddnce, and ihp 
... G 3 moft 
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lUoit letroed men are (upon tiie whok) 
thofe who oever pofl^fled a gr «at librai^s 
It ia remarkable that ampngft thi^i 

ipaoy poetical tompoiition^ of the Arj^b^i 
CpUe^ed in the Efcurial, there is fiot oo^ 

epiqk ppeqi» nor any i^^ntioo zqs^e hy^ 

Cf^r/ of any that cvqr exifte^. This pj^f- 

ticularity caaqot give us aiiy very higj^. 

opinion of ^cir invention : As. far , as X 

cam fee, by t^jc raany fpccimeqs from 

CqJSrii th? Afzhs 4ea}t in f<?ptioajent mprc 

" • ' . - 

than, in imagery ^ ^nd if this was thi: 
cafe (which is ncioft probable,) fevena| of 
^hc prefeqt European natioQS, as well z% 
the Greeks and Roipatis, muft be deeni;ie4 
upoA the whole niuph more poetical than 
the Arab?, efpccially when we cqnfider^ 
that they not only have never written any 
cpick pocnif but never had any of the 
dr^naatick kind ; the o^e qr two foun4 
in the .Efcurial fcarcdy coniing under 
this denpmiqation, and not being at all 
theatrical, as appears by, wl^at C^ifiri tfflU, 
pf them, 

Cafiri's 



(^aIM'8 ftoflfc^^s H(5t caftly'^wbe' Kboiy; 
thtrajgh quitelfrefti ifrorar. the "^preftv >Bttt* 
fid^s> t^at dhly'&ve hundred <:opie8 at it 
HaVe ^een ^riiited> the King ha^ dlreadjr 
^vieri away the greater part, and lent * 
copy to every eminent Unlvcf fity in E^i-^ 
rope. Thatft^otfi which* I made <his lA* 
|)erfc6t extraft, was oily lent mer Had 
mis favour not been done mc, I {houlS 
have- bccii forced tdpafs it over in lilenceV 
to thVgrc1*t iriipoveriflimcnt of this Ict-^ 
ten ■•-••<• 

' ' 1 have litfle^fhdr^' to add With' regard 

' * • « . « 

to the Sjfanlfli lileratuYci Becaufe 1 Rnow 
i)ut tittle niore. ' The Rihg ^ cannot 'per- 
haps be called a violent favourer of" ft': 
Yet he ha^ done fomething towards^ Ik 
Advancement. He has beftbwed fe^^^r!al 
favours oh Cajiri\ and given high poftstb 

Tcverkl men of good parts, fdch ^t Mdta^ 

^ - > . . * ' ■ ■ 

Campomanes^ and various others, wIVo 

iiave made themfelve* known to Mi's Ma- 

jeft)rby nfeins of theiri writing^? He 

Jbas juft. bought a confiderable Jiiece*Af 

^ ' ' G 4 ' ground 
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ground- in this neighbourhoodt which is 
to be twt\cd into a bpcanidal garden uit*^ 
der the dire<Sion of Don Bnazio Bernards 
$1 phyiician, who (like Father Sarmiento 
already named) is much fkilled in natiu 
ral hiftory, and has vifited fcvcral oi the 
Spanifh provinces in order to ccsSledt 
plants, that he may enrich the new gar- 
den with the productions of Spain, before 
he thinks of exoticks, as he himfelf tcdcl 
tnc. 

The King has zMo given high em* 
ploymepts in the navy to Dm Georges 
Juan and Don j^ntonio ds Ulloa, who. af- 
iided Meflieurs De la Condamine and 
J^uger in meafuring three degrees of the 
meridian under the Equator. In 1749 
yuan and U/Ioa jointly publifhed in thi« 
(own three vols. 4X0. entitled Ph^caland 
JJironorfiical obfervations. I have not 
feen {a) the book, but the Britiflx Con- 
ful General^ who is a pian of great parts 

(a) It U tranjlated tnU EngKJh and French. Iqm Ul4 
fif^t th( fr^nch tranjlation is far from fmthful. 

and 



( % J 

md knewledgti afiurefi me^ th^t mmy of 
4thcir obfcrvatiofts in natural pbilofc^y 
arc new, «d all very curious ; and theif 
account of the Spaniih dominions 'ia 
Smuh Anieriea the very bcft that ever was , 
piiblifhed.: 

Amongft the learned of this town there 
is alfo Don Thomas hoptz^ the King's 
^geograpb^O who is a(5lually complicating 
.his fet of ^Spaniftx maps, whichf \ luii 
told, will prove very accurate^ Nor dy? 
the Spaniards want writers on j^u&andry 
and commprcQ : Th^ey have fcFcnil who 
cnjpy an^xte;ifive reputation on account 
pf theif works on thefe two -fubje^ ; 
butt as I iaid, I have not tim^ to look 
into every thing. 

The King admits to his r,oy»l.cpnfi- 
dence his I/ieutenant^General o£ the G^r 
. dnance Count Gazzola^ an Italian Aoble*? 
man, well verfed in various branches of 
literature, a great engineer, much fldlled 
in the polite arts, and firft difcoyerer qf 
t\it Ruins of Poejlum^ which he^ went in 

perfoa 
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pecfen to infped: when he IhcA at Naplei^ 
and had them drawn by (a) Sabaimiy iad: 
engraved by Bartolozzi, ctt his . owri eik 
pence. , -tii::^ 

Hi^ Majefty is ncrt indiffereiit to fche 
advancement of the arts, and mndxtounK 
tenances his Royd Acadamy of Plinting^. 
Sculpture J and Architedure> of ton ren 
wafrding thofe who * diftinguiih themU 
felves moft in it. He h^s in his actual 
fervicey not only many native artifts^ bat 
alfo feveral foreigners to whom he gives 
very liberal falaries. The moft diftin^ 
guiifaed amongft thefe laft, are Mengs and 
tT/V^o^ already named, both painters of 
great merits and Sabatini the architfedt. 
Saba tint was pupil to the famous FanvU 
ttUh Whofe daughter he has marriedw 
He hais been ordered to form a plan for 
the cleaning of this town, which His 

{a} Count Gazzola delayed fo long the publication ^ 
ihdfe drawings^ that a Scotch ArcbiieSf has at lajlforr^ 
JldUd them wkh anotb^ fet made iy himfslfani.fuh^^ 

Itjhed, in England. ,^_i 

. Ma- 
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MftjQfty has rdbivid t6J beautify with MW 
fcuiidingB, of which there are two aiSu-! 
aliy begur^, both very large; that is, the 
cuftom-houfe and the poft-ofEcc. 

The King has ercfted here i diina- 
mahufai^ory; which is in great forward- 
ncfe^' th^y f^y^J ^^d grants alfo great 
foms of mcmcy towards the fupport of 
thte iiik and woollen jmanufa^ories at Se^ 
gewii'f ^alawera^ Gufidalapcat^^y Barcelona ^ 
^d Qtiicr places, He has alfo ordered 
varioiw reparations of fever al high roads^ 
and begon two new ones, which will 
lead to t^is ^metropolis ftom Biiboa in 
Bifcay, and Cadix in Andalufia. 

Thfcfe and feveral other of the King"* 

de&gns, ihowhini to be a good King } 

^d he would certainly do mor^i h^d not 

his predeceffor left him loaded with a 

heavy 4cht, which he is refolved to pay 

pfF by degrees. But it will fee long be- 

fpre his treafury is i^ good order, as his 

mother very much exhauftcd this king^ 

doqi in order to make him King of 

Naples 
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Naples wt^en ther& wa$ but little appear-* 
aqce of his coming to this crown* 

To conclude this prolix letter, therp 
are eight public libraries iji this town^ 
befides a good number of private ones % 
f ^om which I infer, that there are here 
many men of knowledge; more perhaps 
than foreigners are aware of, though it 
be almoil a general faihioa at preftnt iq 
feverjU parts Qf Europe for men tp tell 
^ach <M;h^, that the Spanianls are very 
i^Qrapt, 

L E T T E R LVIII. 

^ rich town 9 and nvhy. A long converfa- 
tion with a lady. Via Crucis» , AiioV, 
ElirechoV and Santos, Jn affeBing 

Madrid, Oft. it, i7«oL 

IT is not, I think, in the power 6f 
men to render this metropolis a trad- 
ing town, becaufe it lies too far from the 
fea, bepaufe it has no navigable river 

wear. 



' [ 93 1 

near J and bccaufc it is lituated In a pro- 
vince, that like Eftremadura, cannot be 
made very fertile for want of water* . 
. Vnder thcfe difadvantages howe?er» 
M adrid i$ a moft opulent town, as you 
will eafily conceivci when you rcfleft, 
that it has been for < feveral centuries the 
conftant refidence qf p{$\^erful monaichsi 
and the ordinary abode of alnloil all the 
richeftnobiUty and gentry of this kingM 
dom. Gold and filver flow abundantty 
into Madrid, not <^ly from ^e pro^ 
vinces ^ound, but from the vaft Icings 
doms pofTeiTed by this crown beyond the 
Atlantick. Sudden and confiderable ad- 
ditions are alio frequently made t6 it^ 
ufual wealth by viceroys, governors, and 
other. fcrvants of the ftate, who generilly 
come back from Mexico, Pern, an<i other 
parts with fuch ftoresof doubloons, a^ 
enable them to pafs the , remainder of 
their lives ia the moft fpleodid affluencl^ 

» 

^nd their pofterity to riot in luxury lor 
agos^and ages.' 
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• Of a town fo coniHttitcd; that pamfaf 
labouris in a manner almofl excluded frbnt 
It, it h hot difficult to comprehend, fhat 
very many arc the inhabitants, who hi^ 

aln^ioft' no other biifineft but thdt^f con- 

» 

triving how to fpend- their timfe agtfee- 
ably. From fo Angular a fituation, fiW* 
gular cuftoms have ncceflarily arifen, 
iud becaufe the intercourfc betwceiithe 
iexes isi the' cbi^ mode of - pleaAire 
antcoigft mankitid^^ many are the inven«- 
ttons to which this people have had tc^ 

courfe, in order to facilitate that inf«!^^ 

« 

courfe.: * * 

. Tbe defire that men and women have 
hf^e of pafling thdr time in each other-s 
compaoy^ is fo very eager, that it appears 
not unlike rage, efpecially to him who 
has long lived in England, where men of 
all ranks ieem afhamed in a manner to 
^ang tpo long about the fair, and whe^ 
the^generaUty deprive them&lves. evei^y 
dj^ of their company during feveral hours> 

# merely 
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,, ^a«y.ari?.thSrWeth<?4s that both fcxe§ 
l^y/f qpotriyed hetq in order to Xjpead a$ 
much Qi their ti^e together as it is po(^ 
fible,: and thi«, letter wiU briog you ac* 
qu^int^ wilb i^me rof them. . 

I went thi$ morning about t»n to pay 

a^viiit t^^ v^y agreeable Itdyi whonal 

bavei^talked tbc^ other night at the Ter*- 

tulift intp foixi^ fort of familiar, fricndihip 

by my narr^tioas of Engliih culloois^ amd 

acicoiints of my prefent journey. Don 

, Felix, who thinks her one of the moft 

reaibnable beings in Madrid, has begg'd 

of her to take fame care of me during my' 

Hay ; and both ihe and her huiband teav^ 

engaged to render it as pkafant as it (hall 

be in their power. 

I found her gkte quite opened, and no 
•body to guard it. Up- flairs I went, 
knocked at the door, and a fbotmiafn^ 
open'di i^ your mafter within ? No^ S!r : 
:heiS;juft gone out. Is your miftrefs ? 

Yes, 
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Ye«,'fir. iPtetfc to gothatwa^i pdhAig 
to an apaFtmcot on the left hand. ^ 

I did aS' be bid mcf and crofled thfcfe^ 
large rooms. From the laft I heard peo^' 
pte talk in a fourth. ' * 

: Dona Paula, can I come in ? 

Come ini come in, cried the lady ; and 
11^ I .went* I found her fitting in the 
midA of her bed, leaning agaioft half a 
dozren pillows, and in a dfefs ht front in^ 
ekgant^ She. had a fmall table before v 
her covered with a napkin, with a difh 
of chocolate upon it, andfome fweet bif- 
cwits itpon a filver plate. Haifa dozen 
gentlemen fat round the bed upon ftooh, 
an0 I had the fatisfaiftion to find that I 
5W9 ttPt totally amongft ftranger«, as I • 
had already fecn fome of them at the 
Tertulia and at Don F?lix's. She bid mf 
place myfclif by her, rung for my cboco-r . 
Ute, aficed the ufual civil queilio^i ; thfi^ ^. 
the chit-chat went roupd, which wai 
really mere chit-^chat during an hour* 

. Ab9VtK .. 
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dra^ in theiidbt'itiom/as fliO'V^ftB goiiff 
t;<PbStl tIJN A {>Mtt)r (naid'fo^n came to 
t^ljLiif that ^.iw«|ted: for us at liertoU' 
let, where we attended her^ A femafe. 
hair^dreiTer was bufyi about : ker^ and I 

SLCfLtold that k was ^at mxioh thb fafhibn 

« 

htse io have . tint office ^farmed b^ 
meii> except ansongft the greateft ladies^ 
who have Qften Fileaicbmcn . foe it. But 
Lmuil not omit«to fay, that during the 
hcoK; we wcfe by horr bed-sfide^ foiAe of 
th^ Gfunp^ny w«hit fuccei&vely off,* while 
bthoratfucceffively came in, entering the 
rognj joy.ith Af^/jIBQpc ceremony than i£ 
they rb#d ^nterfd .their own houfe^,- only 
Xaying De^ Qratiai or Ave Maria as they 
.raiftd ihe .4oor*curtAin# 

^Mei* toilet was fopn ovfef , aiid a fer- ' 
Vanf^i^me to tell her, that mafs was 
rea^< ' I was going to take my leave^ re- 
guliting my motions by thofe of the 
other vifitcrs ? but (Ht bid me flay td^take 
a i1[de with her after mafs, and dine with 

Vol. 111. H he? 
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her if I was not otherwise engaged, . I 
bowed, enter'd the CapUla with her^ 
dipp'd my middle-finger iathe hoij wa<» 
ter« touched hers with iu kneeled by her 
on a cu(hion, and mais was faid. We 
were encircled by her maids and fervants^ 
who all had their rofaries in their Imnds^ 
and appeared full as devout as their mif- 
trefs/ all whifpering paters and :a!va 
iluring the fervice, which dafted not Jialf 
an hdtir. The Capil&i (chapel J Is* very 
fmall, but very neat and ^prettily orna-^ 
mented ; and I find, that not only the 
greateft nobility have here their cfaapek 
at home, but alfo the richer gentry^ snd 
every body that can afford the ekpejiee. 
Thofe-whodo not keipa domeftidc.0ti2[p- 
lain, have a prieft or a friar, who eomd^ 
to fay rhdSs every d^'for.aa alms-of three 
or four {a) reals. No^Udy her^^njiff^ 
hearing jnafs every day. ^e would ik^ . 
be du iontOHy if (he did^ befides-that'(hp 
twould beiConfideredas'indevQuty though 

(a) A real is ah'Qutihru-ptnceEngliJh money. - ' 

•*-(!heir 
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,*hcir jC^^ion .dQ?5 not oblige them t^ 
jhpar ^t, bpt 5>n jioJy days. 
' .4^f 'the np^ flic took i^c in hc.f 
joqaq^i, ^^d (yre yij^t to !^k,e Ji?^ -^f*"5 -ft^i.t 

As we fyetjt f^pg, I fa^ m.any wooden 
croffes planted .on the left fide of the rbad» 
aljaut Jifty yards dift ant from each other, 
ami alkeil her^the meaning of them*. 

They have been ere<ftedj, faid fhe, by 

the jeiijits, ^|ip often in the afternooii' 

* ■'"■ "i.i .-,. . ... . . ' 

cpme he|-e ,to njake the Via Cruets^ fot-^ 

lowed by a multjtijde of Iqw.people. ^ 
The F/d Cruets con fiftis In this .* T wo 

or threp jefuits wajUing, gravely before . 
j|jieppQple, flop , before., every. ccoft ,fpc- 
,<;?^ygly,,aiid.all.kneelipg devoutlyin the 
,.d)^^> ^y ?^lpud feven paters and fcven 
,^,7,f^, at ^cacti, ,t9gether with .a rny fiery % ^ 
^d^at^is^ a kind of Piqrt prayer," the words 

of which .commemorate the feyeral falls 

J-. • • • / I » • 

our Saviour, has had, as he was pufhed 
barbaraufly . up .Mpunt-Calvary by the 
wicked jWs , with his heavy "crofs upon 

Hz * ms 
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his {houldefs. I think €ur j^fuits and 

other friars praftife fome thing of this 

■ » ♦ 

kind in various parts of Italy, with oaljr 
thfs difference, that there they perform 
the Via Cruets in churches, whereas here 
they do it alfo on a public road. 

But you muft not felicitate mfc on my 
having been tete-a-tete in a coach with a 
handfome Spanifti lady. ' One of her fer- 
vants out of livery had got into the coach 

with us ; and as I feem*d furprifed' at i^ 

. • ' ' * - 

fhe told me in French, that fuch was the 
fafhion in Madrid, and that no femTne com^ 
me ilfaut went ever alone with a gentle- 
man ; not even with her own hulband. 
This privileged fervant bears here lh6 ti- 
tle oipage. The grandees' ladies have 
more thin one i but, infttfad of fiding 
with 'their miftrefles, they have a coach 
to themfeives which follows iKat of tHe 

' • m * 

miftrefs. At Naples the great ladies have 
inherited this pompous praAice from the 
Spaniards, who pofleffed that kingdom 
long. Dona Paula's page kept in a corner 

of 
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of her coach as clofe as he could, that hq 
might not obftniA our fight through the 
fw^ghS^ and never failed to crofs hinir 
&)f as lie went by every crofs of the Fh 
Cruets, 

Having gone about two milea, we 
alighted and came leifurely back tp the 

gf*e> ipllowed by the coach, the page^ 

.and the fervant that had rode . behind^ 

*. 

The country round us Lthought very un-^ 
plecUa^t* Scarce an habitation, or even a 
tifee is to be feen as far as the fi^ht can 
extend, which is ftrange in the neigh- 
bourhood of fuch a populous town. The 
whole profpeft on that fide looks quite 
barren and defart^like : but the fun {hone 
mildly, and a breeze fanned the air in the 
gentleft planner; which as long as the 
walk lafled fufpended the head^ach that 
has tormented me ever fince I entered at 
the other gate, as I told you already. 
' It was near two when we got back to 
Dona Paula's, and dinner was ready; 
but| before we fit down to it, I muft ap- 

H 3 P"fe 
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S^tnchB\ bat -that dbc jSi^^ ate chcdcn 
on the laft day of the jear, and the.^/bv« 
#A9 s on tbe twelfth night* £adi .^^fe*^ 
#i$v s nam^ is alio ^wn together with a 
C^plaor Siguediila^ of whidi there ara 
innumerable eompofed by our wits fop 
^is purpofe ' and bought ready printed, 
The(e kinds^ ef Epigrams^ commonly ;ia« 
ty ricaly excite often the mirth of the com* 
paBy^ e/peeially when they chance to 
Square with the perfonal charader of him 
pr her, whole name comes out widi the 
Copla* Fjtrtchoy means a cloje friend. As 
to the Santo ^y they are likewife the fame 
thing with the Anoz and Efire^Mz. They 
|ue drawn on Chnftnias*eve, but, inftead 
of Coplas and Seguedillofj wc draw them 
ivilh the names of Saints> from which 
clrcumftance they have their name ; to 
the Saint, that comes out with the lady's 
name, the gentleman drawn with her is 
%o pay particular devotion during that 
year, and ,fq the lady .to that which ia 
drawn ^ith the gentleman's name. 
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the ladies make fufe of coi^hint vifitefs; 
>diGp tb^tilay at. home, a<id attendant! 
i^ben thejrgft'ontr^d as thefe drawings 
of >xiam«St gi^mfif ajly precede a fuppcr, t^jl 
always prove very che?irful, .eCp^eial^ 
V?befl, it J^appe©^, as was my ^pwc^ caiij 
tbi? ,ye^r» th^t the huKband and wife arfit 
d^^vv^n together^.. I ain aGually my hui^ 
\^^n^%J^rec^q^ and of courfc have a right 
5g eofprnaji^^his attpqdanc? upqa i»e t^ 
^ext Ejjiphany ^ay, . 

,1 fhould nof diflike thefe fafliionSvO^id 
Jji \yas I to flay for years in, this town;; 
and th? foreigners who* refid?. amongft 
yoij, muft; certfinjiy find it very convey 
i^iefiX^ to,,hecQine thus at once, the dpmer 
Itick frieAdf of three ladies at Jeaft. . Buf 
do evei: your hufbands and fathers tak^ 
the , .^larm at their wives and daughters 
buying fo many fan^iliaf .friends ? And 
%l^.yo}^x C(^r/^i?'3. generally as hjnnle^ 
1^8 our Gftr||j&{^'s, pretend to b«(? ^ 

■"■■J -■■ To 
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^ To anf t^er ywi in yotir own^ kuguagc, 
faidDajik Paula> I uiuft pot yo& in mmd 

^^^I countries are alike T We hav« ladies 
kere^ who might live better than theyjo. - 
But thiSj I Aippofe^ is not quite peculiar w 
fiis, and the dominion of vice probably ex- 
tends much'fnrther than the Miinzanares. 
the mifconduft however of wicked wo- 
men, is not to be attributed to the cuftom 
, cf having Aikd% and Eprecho^. She that 

is loft to honour, would find means o9F 

• - • . 

' fatisfying her lawiefs paffions any where. 
But this I will have the confidenre to fay 
of rby townfwortien of th^ better fort; 
that the greateft part live as they oughtfi 
tirhatevcr nottans foreigners may form of 
ttor Cortejo s, and whatfever liberty they 
litay take with us when they e:Jtpatiate ort 
Ihe freedom of our manners. We are 

r 

lively, Vft love to be gallanted, we could 
iJng and dance for ever, but the point of 
honour and the ' influence of religion arc 

fiOt 
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fi^i jiel fdft M Mtfdi'ffl; f fia^^*f rebt my 
^m ^ trinch bo^k-ii and A^ jn<^til«d 
df ffib' ^i^fiions ^AV at4 fpre'sfd abt-OSd oA 
oiii-aaiotfet : Yet lef ifie aflb're ^oa, that 
1 Ktt6w tihe ways of my otvii ftr, antf 
f hat! ftfe ladies of Mr^tdrid prove, Jh ge- 
gerd very gdod t^jves, rilothers, and 
dfaughtbr^ j nvt is there any plate in £u-i 
rd|:fe Where hdfbands are more gallant,, fa- 
tncv^ ihore aifeStionate, and friends mbrc 
refpeftful. I might make you o^ten an 
Ufe-'Witiicfs of >*hat . I advenccj woala 
ybii hhi ftay i fe\^ taonths Wtth ii§. Yott 
^otiM ice and heiar mtn and women be-* 
liaveiWd talk to eaqh other very tovlngly ; 
Biit Otiirce ever find a gentlfemin t6te-a* 
t5t%^ \*^ith any of Us. This is no cuftom 
of ours. Confider our method of living, 
Not oriiy our gates, but evety door in our 
^ptkrlmVflts is, bjienf from mbrfaing t0 
night. All our frithds and acquaintance 
cBihe iii inkd go out without afking Icave^ 
anfl-bu'r hvany fervan^s are allowed tden^ 
tet our robms as freely as our'felves.- Ycni 
' may 
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inayi'already have obfetved that this is die 
geftepal fyftem in Madrid; .fo that,, tho£s 

amofigft our ladiea who intend tokcarry 
on an intrigue, are put to the hardeft 
&ifts» and muft partly alter the ufual 
forms of Spanifh living, which cannot 
cafily be* done without incurring cenfure, 
and without making themfelves the talk 
of the whole town. You will fee to day 
at dinner one of my mofl intimate friends 
Dona Bibiana dei— — , who has been dur- 

« 

ing thcfe many years moft regularly 
vifited and attended upon by oiie of our 
moft' accomplished cavaliers a yet (he is 
one of our moft refpedted women, and 
not a foul in all Madrid would dare to 
entertain thfe leaft thought to her difed^ 
vantage. 

And are your fingle ladies, faid I, vifit^ 
ed with the fame familiarity by their 
^no*s, E^reMSf and Santa's ? 

Not quite fo, anfwered the lady. But 
they are not kept under that great re- 
liraint you may have r?ad of in books. In 

general 
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general they pafs the morning in* their 
apartmentSt to which few tntn are ad- 
mitted befidcs their mafters of writing* 
muiidc^ tnd daniriog. But they always 
dine at their parent* tabliSf and convier lis 
Qf cpuric with our daily guefts with ad 
much freedom as with their brothers j 
and at night we take them to all Fi/itifs 
and %€rfulms without any fcruplc* and let 
them dance and fing their fill at home as 
well as. at our friends houfes during the 
Iqilg^ft eveiiings ; nor are we afraid to fei? 
them talk to any gentlemani fully perfua4^ 
ed that no man would dare to addrefs theoi 
but in terms of the higheft refpedt. 

I hope now, continued Dona Paula^ 
that you will difmifs your paft notions of 
usy and believe that oui* hufbslnds and 
fathers iire far from bfeihg foch jealous 
and' tyrannical brutes, as they are psiatcd 

in French romances i but as I iee th^ 

. ' .' ... 

you want to take the mii)utefl: notice^ of 
our manners; and cufloms, I will-tal^fS) 
you ioFuencarral fomc/ day next week^ 

that 
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lo the friend of Don Felix. Tbe dinner 
was not famptuooSy as it coniifted bnt oF 
lour dKheSy 1>efides the fbiip and a noble 
deiert of fruit and fweetmeats. We fell 
to h pell-nielly and hot in the regular or- 
dcr that is eonftintly pra&fed in Enig- 
laoA It is not here mmrh the cu(foth» 
it fecms^ to eat in ehina as they do in 
Eiigliind, but in filver. ' Dona Paula's 
hoftand feems a chcarfbl arid good- tern- 
pcr'd man. He f^Kcitated me on the 
pnogrefs I have akeacfy niadc in the fa- 
vour of his ^r^rAr, arid hoped this 
would contribute to - aJtcr my refolutibii 
of quititing Madrid in hafte: 'During 
dini^^ they made me launch intd the ' 
manners of the Englifli nation/ and alT 
appeared much pleafcd, cfpecially tJith 
the accounts I gaveof the EngTifh ladici/; 
which they ^ found to agree with ^ffiofe -^ ^ 
thqy often had from Don Felix; '^ 

We did tiot 'fit at table a whole hour,- 
butJofe lap AS foon as the cloth was re-" ^ -^ 
'moved^«id: went to a balcony over- the' * 
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^rcet, where adifh of coffee was drattk 

as w« looked at. a proceilioi^ that hap-^^ 

ppned to pafs very clofe to the walls on 

tKtch adCf to avoid the abominabk filtht* 

. fiefs ia the middle of the ftreet^ 

About four we had our chit chat intet-^ 

. rUpted for a few doinutes by the coming 

in of a middle^f aged .gen tlemao^ who af-^ 

ter the ufual. bows. fat himfelf by Dofia 

Paula with a look fu}l of concern* 

I guefs by. your cauntenance, fald flie 
withamoftaffe^onate tone of voicd^ that 
wc arc foon to loie you* 
. 1 have at lz& received thft king's or^* 
ders» faid the gentleman^ and I mufl go 
tonmotrow. 

To-morrow ! interrupted the lady* 

To-*mocrow9 faid he again; and kneel* 
ed J^iddenly by ber> threw his arms round 
her waift^ and-fli« htr's abont his head^ 
which fhepm^ed moft tenderly to her 
faiof9m. Withpitt offering to kifs ^<n^, a$ 
I would havedonti uppn/uchta dcca&ff], 
'he ftarted up, embraced her hufbind 
• Vol. IIL I with 
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with a Kg tear in each eye, bowed to 
DonaBibiana, fhook ohe ofthcgentfe- 
men by the hand, beckoned tp the oth<r 
to follow him, and without being able to 
' utter any other wwd hut a Dmi n^Dios, 
walked away with the greateft ipeed. 

The telling of .thi« ihort and fttdden 
fcene is nothing at all j* but the feeing it 
performed' was quite afifeAing. t was 
then told that the gentleman 18 a near re- 
lation to Dona Paula's hufbarid ;' that he 
has j oft been promoted to a high employ- 
ment in the kingdom odPLeonv-and^<]ing 
to re'fide ':there prdiaUy £bis fereral ydkrs. 
Jadfedi thkfeSpaniardsrhavcfuchfceliiigsv 
that I ihould love them much^ was I' to 
ilay hcrfcj^rfy Whiles: As. tfifeywerey railing 
him, :Don Felix cajcn^lto fetcfarxne^ took 
\ p^ to the roybl academyi of patntingy of 
whi^h I'fliaU givfe.ytii^&toe zcw^at-to- 
tnorrow t' « then we went t(> the hotiffi'of 
another, of hisfriehdfl^ ^efe w^^nt 
the ^ev^niftg chiefly playing at cards, as 
any noify entertainmeabwo^ld berficfeght 
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-indccetil in .the prefent great mourning 

ttt eoHfU * 

.... . . 

LETTER LiX. 

R^i Academy of Paintings Afee refufed. 
^he private life iff a great Kingi Fari* 
titWothefimoUsJingif. Women fitting 
before a royal palace. Muks inflead of 
horfes to carriage^. Harmlejfnefs of the 
lower pedple. Jubilados, Caleffin, aud 
' iiher matters* ' 

IN the ceiiter of Madrid there is the 
Plaza Mayor ; that is, a large fquare^ 
' the fineft in the town, formed by uni- 
form houfes, the fronts of which are fup-» 
.ported by lofty porticos. I need to fay 
. no more of it, as you will find it repeat-* 
edly defcribcd in almoft every book of 
tfaycls that niehtions this metropolis,, to- 
"Sfetne'r with an account of the buU-feafts 
thai are ofreti exhibited in it. 
' ' One of the hoUfes in this fquare, is call* 
'cd thi Royal Academy (f Paintings Sculps 

I 2 ture^ 
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fure, and ArchtteSlure. There it. is, dial 
the profeflors and ftucknts of thofe arts 
Veforf, the firft to teach, the fccohd to 
learn. 

* King Ferdinand, predecefforto his ^re* 
fent Majefty, and founder of this actde^ 
Tdy^ fpafed no cxpence to furnifh the 
feveral apartments in it with cafts of the 
iineft ftatues frbm Italy, fuch as the tier^ 
cules of Farnefcy the Apollo of Beheiert, 
the Venus de Me diets ^ the Gladiator^ An-^ 
tinousy Faurtj &c. &c. and the walls .of 
it are abundantly decorated with piiSurei 
and drawings*, as is ufual in fuch places; 

What his predeceflbr began, this King 

endeavours to cncreafe with confiderabfe 

munificence. I am told thajt he Ipends 

^ery liberally to fupport it, having alwayi 

looked, upon thofe arts with a favourable 

eye, witnefs what he did towards unbu- 

1- •" ' • ■ • . ». ■ 

rying Hfrculaneum when he ^wa$ at Nar 

pies. Befides ^^f^^ the ufual indiiQ>6h- 

fable expences of the Academy, fucli^'as 

living models, lights, ahendants, '&C'. 

4 his 
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Jii5 Majcfty pajrs alio for the maintenance 
pt ibjne young jBen'fent to Ronie every 
year to ftudy thofe artis. Thofe amongft 
th^m "who can thetfe'^carryofF'a premium 
frpm the Acaden^ of St. Luke^ are gene- 
rally penfioned for life on thci^ return 
homq^ and thofe of their works which ob- 
tailed them this advantage, are hung up 
in the academy with a Abort infcriptioa 
that records the atchievement. 

•Befides the caftf , picStures, and drawr 
ingS| the Academy is pofTefTcd of a choice 
library, phieily containing fuch books !^ 
are conducive to the acquifition of thofe 
arts ; fa that every body, who has a mind 
to addidl hinifelf to the cultivation of 
them, is furniftied there with fufficient 
means, the ftudents being found even in 
pencils and paper to draw at the King's 
exgeuce, 

Tq what fiini the defraying of all this 
amounts, I could not learn from the a'ca- 
i|enjly-keeperr a. kind of gentleman who 
refufcd a . fee I tendered, for his waiting 

I 3 on 
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on me during the hour that myvifit lflft«44 
(hewing and explaining every tHing. t9 
me wit;h mwph prccifion. ^^/s/b Senor^ .fa^ 
he, withdrawing bis hand h^ftily, enj^jr^' 
pam no fe ufa el eftih dg Italia. *^We^^ 
" not in Spain . a^ you do in Italy '\ The 
compliment was far from flattering': ye% 
J like better the Italian than theSpani/b 
Ciuftom in this particular^ and would, f a^ 
ther have fuch people directed to . t^fcc 
any fee- that is offered, as by means xjf a 
fee I am at liberty to fee gi ftiQw at l^ifurei^ 
whereas when I know that np fee is to 
be accepted, 1 am loath to give too much 
trouble ta^a man, . who, conicigus on.bjs 
•fide that nothing is to be got: by his at- 
tendance Qn me, m.ay chufe to be out of 
the vvay^ when I want to fee the thing, 
pr fpare himfelf the trouble of minute 
explanations, or grow ^peevim at my 
jtaking tpo niuch of his time,. , 

. Thi$ d^^y I b^vc feeij th^ Kii?gi .>nd I 
piuft fay chat a prominent jtofe, a pier-? 
cing eye, and a ferene couatenance^ Q)9Jce 
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filM look much Ketter than his coin re- 

. '- . • • • . » 

pVefents him: - I Jbave feen feyeral por- 
traits of "him, even one by his favourite 
l^np : hilt neither Mengs, nor any other 
painter, had given' me a true idea of his 
fade, >tvhich is pleafing, though made up 
of irregular features. 
' As to his pcrfon, at is of a good fize, 
oiid his walk quite Bourbonian ; that is, 
ereft and fteady. * He appeafs to be rq- 
buftj and I am told that he has a great 
deal of bodily ft rcngth. His cornplexion 
IS quite fun -burnt, which is undoubted- 
lythe cbnfequence of his paffion fof the 
chace. In this refpedt he i^ a true Me- 
leager. No degree of heat or. cold can 
keep him from Jtbis exercifc. You may 
J)offibIy think It "worth the whi^e to read 
an account of the life he leads ; and here 
it isi as I had it from people who have 
been daily witnefles of it fox many years. 
Every day in. the year he gets up about 
fix^ -and cx^iftly' a,t, feven comes out of 
: hU be4-room in his night-gown* He 

. I 4 finds 



Qftifilh^kn, .feneclingion one Mee, ^c^h 
fents a 4ifli pf chocolate*, .vbich the King 
brinks alxnpft pold*: JH^e then difoaiiTes 
fbp[)e of thein with a nod^ eoters his pri^ 
vatc dispell an4 h^ajs , a roafs :; ' then xc-sf 
tirc^ tp a clof(;t, : ;tQ whkji ao body i$ 
ever admit ted J and^there fead^ orwritesy 
efpecially on thofe days, that' h,t does not; 
intend to gp a-hunting* in the morning, 

iVhp^it eleven h? Pome$ puf of the cio^ 
fet tp meet the whole royal family. Th^ 
all.Hif? Ijis hand, or offer to do it, lower^j^* 
}ftg a knee. He enibraces thein all^^ 
kiffing the princes at the cheek, and the' 
princeffes on the forehead. 

. The rpyal fainily Withdraw after alittl^ 
chil-chat^ and he gives a moinentary.ati^ 
dicnce to hfs confeflbr : Thch fpeaks tp 
(hofe- mi^ifters of ftate, who have any 

bufineJ(s 
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Ia ;: thai is, - tfie F^^ch and ' tH<i' Nea^bl!-'' 
Iphr \^itb'tlYem 'the Kiijg mteiicHanges^ 
xmfds f^t •a- ~<[Qa:<-ter 6f an hour i fiWom' 
Hjocc, . Ju'ft again ft the time that He' is" 
going to dine, the oth^r ambafladors arid^ 
ipmgii 'minifters comd ia. Eicadlly 'it 
twelve lie fits down to tdbfe, qufPte albrie- 
now thit his queen isdcad, Theambaflk- 
dof« aiid foreign miriiftersi his own tni* 
aiders of ftate, the great ofEcers -of h?^ 
3nny> atid ibveral other great perfpnages,' 
payjheir court whijc he fdlis to eating;' 
jmd all thofc whom the guards have 'per- 
^ Riitted to get in, croud round' the tablfe 
to fee him dine. The cardinal-pitri^c^ 
of the. Indies fays grace, hot as^cardiij^; 
or patriarch, but aiJ his chi«f cfagplainj^ ^ 
The ceremony of the- tables i^tbis^j 
The' Mayor domo Mayor jftahds on^^ihe 
Kring'^: right hand^ and ft icaptain tsf hik" 
body-guards^ op his l§ft.^r> Qrie. lof :)did^ 
weekly MayprdomssS tw> idr^/Mumir^i 

ale 



de Cdmara^ and a croud of pagie's and Icr- 
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vants attend promiicuoufly. One of tRe 
two Gentilhombres carves, the other gives 
hiii) drink. The difhes, all covered, 
arc brought in ope by one in an uninter- 
rupted fucceflion by pages, and each difli 
is put into the hands of the carving Gen- 
tilhombre, ^N\iO takes it ' with one hand. 

uncovers it with the other, and prefents 

* • • * • ^ * 

it to the King. The King gives a nod 
of approbation, or difapprobation at every 
difh. Thofe that are approy€;d, the Gen- 
tilhombre places "upon the tabje ; the reft 
are^,carried Ijack^ Many however are.the 
.difhes approye.d| .^which ftill ,afc not 
touched as tl^^ ,Kmg cats only of the 
plaineft, and.always with a gpod appe- 
tite- . ' , 

^iX hc[ GentiUianfhr evi\iO giyes.him drink, 
pQjurrs.firft a f?iv drops of wine;an4 water 
in a filver-falver th^t ha§ a b?ak, .and 
drinks that himfelf ^ then kneels on one 
knee,., and j>ours of both to. the King, 

firft 
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jfirft the, water, then the wine, which is 

jilways Burgundy, 

When the King has drank his firft glafs 
the. ambafladors and foreign minifters, 
who ftooi! the while and all in a row on 
the King's, right handi make their bows, 
and go to pay their reipefts to the reft of 
the royal' fanjily that are all at their din- 
ners, each in his or her own apartment, 
the prince of Afturias alone, Don Lms 
alone, the. Infanta alone, and the two 
younger Infantes together. All thefc 
tables are',fumptuous : yet none fo much 
as that of.the queen7mother, of whoni I 
fliall fpeak a word by ^nd by. 

Near a hundred difties are gen^erally 

: ieryed to tHq King^ of which about forty 

are laid upon the tabl?. When they are 

removecj, an ample defert fucceeds : but 

' ' . ...» . < < 

he feldbm taftes of it,, except foipetjinrips 
a little bit of cheefe andlbme fruit. The 
laft thing that is prefehted is a glafs of 
f anary-wihe with a fweet bifcuit. He 
l?f eaks the bifcuit in twp, fteeps it in the 

wine. 



wine, and eats it, but never dcjnks tb<J 

A. mbnjicnt before her rif<js irotu tsH^t 
which lafts near an hour, t&e.amba^dojFfi: 

. « ■ I « 

and fc«;eign in^pifters return, p»fs .Iwfore 
him, and gb /nto an adjoining rocfm* 
where they wait for his cpmiog. ^yith 
thera he convcrfes, abo«t half an houfi 
Upon indifferent matters, ,,.j 

. He then re-enters his private a^art-i 
ment tp , put on his huntingrdf efs ^ ih^^ 
is a grey frock of coarfc clothe raade.ati 
Segovia on purppfe for him, and a leather, 
waift^oat. The leather breeches he aL- 
ways puts on wh?n he gets from feed, , 
efpecially on thofe days that he intend^ . 
to go a-hunting. Light boots, a.. hat, 
flapp'd before, and ftrong leather gloves 
compleat this drefs, While the bpots 
are putting on, the Sommelier </^ Ccr.ps 
(puke of LtofadaJ gives him a di(h oS. 
coffee. Between one and two he Heps, 
into his coach drawn by fix or eight: 
Biules, and away with his brother Do^i- 

Luis, 



Luis, the mules galloping ventre i terri* 
Half a dozen of his body-guards precede 
the c6ach Oil horfc-back, and thrcc-fobt- 
men ride behind it. ' 

No bad weathef> as I faid, is ever art 
obftaclc to his going out ott hunting- 
days, not even a ftorni of hail accom- 
panied by f hunger*' and lightning. Don 
Luis, who is his cdnftaht' attendant in 
the c#ach^ is the only perfo'n allowed to 
flre at the gadie on thefe daily' huntings i 
But on f9l6hih Htnitings fbme o£ die 
griJndees who ^ait bn hinr at the cha'ce,' 
are granted i\it lame privilege. How- 
ever of late the folenin huntings are be- 
cdnie rare,' becaufe the expence of them 
was found too gi'eat. - * '^^ '; 

A little after fun-jfet he generally 

' ..; . ' ' ' * ^ ■ ■ . ' ' ' • ■ ' 

cotnes back, cirrying as miich of the 

feather-game in his hands-as He can hcfli 

As t6 the quadrupeds- he has kiljed. 




as ftagsi deer, wild-boars, wojves, foxes, 
8cc•^ thgr are brought to th^ palace in 
carta. He fiirveys the whole, Vders It 

to 
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to t>e Weighed in his prefence, and f€-» 
joices Wh^n there is muchi moft patfi^ 
culariy when he has killed a wolf or two* . 
It is but feldom that he takes the princd 
of Afturias to liunt with him* 

• When the game is weighed and order-* 
ed to the kitchen, fie goes fo pay, ^ fhoH . 
vilit tp the quecn-^motheri\* then gives a 
private audieqice to that tfiihiikcf, whofe 
day it happens to be, as each of them has 
his fixecl day of private aiidi^flGe* ^ The 
minifter brings his papers lA d. bag, and 
bifers to his infpeftipn thofc that are td 
the piirpofc of his errand. . If the mini- 
fter's bufinefs leaves him any time, he 
plays at Reverjino (a game at cal-'ds fo call* 
ed) with three of his courtier^, generally 
the Duke de ho^zA^ SommefiersdtCofpSf 
Duke d' i^ncdS Capiidti Je taCompunhh^^ 
fanolui and-anotlier grandee whdfd name 
I-havc' forgotten. -'He rieveie^Jilayr Fdra^y 
thing, having' recourfe to rfifs ^xpeditnt 
merely' to cohffito* ai ^uai^ter: bfan^ heufi 
kK half an howthac be mtfft wAk for- his 
^' • fupper* 
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fapper^ ^ft'^mhe he fits down- to it; at- 
tended cmly by his ODUrticrs : then gots 
'to bedi^'tofget up again next day to tUe 
iame roundjof bccupations, and with the 
fame fcrupulous nicety of method in the 
diftribution of them^ fcldom or never to 
to be altered^ except on poft-days, wheh 
inftcad of g'oing to hunt, he pafles foiiie 

more time, both morning and afternoon, 
in the private clofet, writing to his fon 
at Naples,' to his brother at Parma, to 
his fiftcrs 1(1 Turin and Lifbori, and very 
often lifccwife to Marquis Tanucci ahd to 
the Printe of Santo Nkandro, the firft of 
whotri he has made chief minijfter, and 
the fecond jiyoy or governour, to his Si- 
•cilian*Majefty. *. . 

If on poft^days he has -any time left, 
it is employed in his laboratory ; ;that is, 
in thecompleteft. turner'^ (hop that ever 
exifted^ He is^a^ntrft expert turner, ahd 
Wprks toys to perfedion. The iifiiop 
.contains many turning engines of raxe 
invention, ifQme, of which were prefects 
: ;. from 
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ftom the King of France, and ibm^ con^ 

. trivcd by Count Gazzola already naeij* 

tioned, one of the greateft m^haniAs^ 

the age. By him. his Majefty is attended 

. ivhen workinjg in.the laboratory. 

As to his perfonal character, he was 
certainly a good hufband when his queen ' 
was alive. Never once did he fwerve 

from conjugal fidelity, nor ever had any 

• . • » - 

miftrefs public or private. His brothers 
were alwavs his beft friends and moft fa- 
miliar companions i and as to his chil- 
dren there is no need of faying that he 
always proved a kind father. He is ra- 
ther an eafy, than an affediionate mafter, 
never defcending to great familiarity with 
his fervants, yet always fatisfy'd with 
what they do. They fay that he never 
betrayed any great love to any body out 
of his own family, no more than hatred. 
It happened once, that he detected one 
of his mod familiar domeftics in a lye, 
and forbad him his prefence^ but ftill 
continued him his falary. His converfa*- 

tion 
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tib&is ^cAeraMy cKearful, but Always as * 
chdfte as his cbnduft. He repbfcs much 
cdi?l6dertcc ifi hh chief minifters, eipc-^.^ 
ciaity Marquis SfutV^ace, who has /ound 

the means t)f p repofTeffing him in favour* 

, * - * 

•of his oWij abilities ; yet neither SquUlact^ 

liof any body dfe, was ever a favourite, 

" ■ » * * 

when by a favourite wc mean a man ad- . 

♦ - 

mitted by a fovcrcign to the clofeft inti- ^ 
maty of friendlhip. No b6dy ever reached . 
fo high with him, though he treats . 
fonie with particular kindnefs, elpeciall^r. 
the Duke of Lofada, who in virtue of 
Jiis employment fleeps conftantly in the 
iame room with him. This Duke of 
Lofada has* long obtained the reputatioti 
of being the honcfteft man in Spain, 
which is probably what has endeared, . 
him to the King. As to Squillace^ he is 
a moft indefatigable man, and they fay 

that he alone difpatches more bufinefs, 

» • 

than all the other minifters put together^ 

fcarcely . allowing hlmfclf time to eat pr 

to fleep. But they charge him witli ia- 

VoL. IIL K fuffcrablc 
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fufTerable haughtinefs and infatiable ava- 
rice ; two qualities not eafily pardoned, 
eipecially when they meet in a foreigner, 
as it is the cafe with Squillace, wHo is a 
Sicilian. But it is not my intention to 
give you the charad:ers of any body here, 
only tell you what I hear people fre- 
quently repeat with regard to this and 
that great man at court* It is natural 
that Squillace (hould be envied, having 
reached the higheft poft, though a-ftran- 
• ger ; and the language of envy is not to 
be blindly credited. 

The King ufcs every body with a fort 
of condefcenfion that may be called ci- 
vility, which imprejGTes his fervants with 
a ftrong fenfe of real refpedt, indepea- 
dent of his kingfhip, as the rigidity of 
his morals gives them no room for the 
leaft contempt. His method of fpend- 
ing time, fo unalterably regular, may 
appear fomewhat dull : but is certainly 
.laudable, and it is quite neceflary that a 
King ftiould have hi^ minifters and fer- 

vants: 
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vants exaAly apprifed of the hours, aniJ 
even the minutes, that they arc to ap- 
proach him for the difpatch of buiidefs 
in their fefpeftive ftations and feitiploy- 
ment9, 

Etery body here agrees, that his ma- 
jefty is far from wanting knowledge of 
m^n or things, , He has read much> and 
ilever pafles a day without looking iiito a- 
book. Beiides his native tongue> he 
fpeaks Italian ahd French with the great-** 
eft fluency and propriety, nor is be igno-* 
x*ant of the Latin. They fay, that he 
knows his' own as well as other princes 
ihtereft full as ^Arell as any of his mini- 
fters, and does nt)t fpare any expence to 
be early informed of whatever paflfes ill ' 
Europe and out of Europe that may af- 
:^e<5l him iny way. 

Since he came to this tjifbne^ he never 
would fuflfer any Italian opera to be per- 
formed either at Madrid or Aranjuez^ as 
was pradifed in the former reign. The 
days of Queen Barbara are over, when 

K a mil-* 
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ISons wera fquandertd upon Italian muii-*r 
cians. I have already mentioned the 
great afccndant Ftirhtelli had obtained; 
over that Queen ; ncr was her hufbatid 
Ferdinand Icfs fond of him than herfelf. 
Yet our modern Orpheus behaved with 
To conflant a bttmility and moderadon 
during the long time he was their fa* 
vourite, and got fo many real friends 
amongft the natives by his dilinterefted^ 
nefs and itniplicity, that fome of the 
grandees fpoke in his behalf to the King 
^1 his, arrival from Naples, and were fa 
generous as to recommend him to his fa** 
vour as a truly honeft man, who had ne- 
vec abufed the confidence of their former 
mafteffi,. but conftantly employed his- 
credit to do all the good that was in hi^^ 
power to da.' All this is very well, laid 
the King; ytt ios capones fon buenos fobre 
la tnefay " capons are only good to eat^^ 
and would not hear of his continuing in 
Spain, but'brder^d him. -two thoufand 
doubloons peniioa and iient him back to 

his> 
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hjfl country, difmiffing at the fame t^m^ 
all the opera-fingers, as riieir falaries 
amounted to too high a fum in his opi- 
j^ion. This piiece of economy won him 
*he hearts of his new fubjefts, who had 
iong grumbled at the prodigality of their 
former foyereigns in this refpeil; and it 
*ras long before they gave qver their ac- 
x:lamations whenever the Kin^ appeared^ 
in public. To feme body, who after the 
departure -of FarinelJi afked him if he 
ever intended to order an opera for the 
Mdiverfion of the Queen who loved mu- 
fick, he fternly replied ni agora^ ni ntmca^ 
. ' ** neither now, nor ever.'* You may well 
think that after fo laconic an anfvi^er, 
no body ever dared to mention Ilalian 
operas any more. 

Befides retrenching this abfurd article 
of expence, he leffened alfo that of his 
flabies, in which on ht$ arrival, he had 
found no lefs than four hundred Com* 
|>leat fets of coach^mule^, and a much 
larger number of faddle-ho'rfes than, was 

K 3 necef- 
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fiecc^ary. Both horfes aod maks bo 
quickly redaced below the half, to the 
great mortification of the underlings at 
coort^ who by the indulgence of his 
predcceijbr had long been accuftcxncd to 
parade about in the King's vehicles, 
though not entitled to it by the medio- 
crity of their ranks in the King's ier« 
yicc* 

By thefe and other like regulations 
his majefty foon enabled his exchequer 
to pay off a part of the vaft debts with 
which he found it encumbered. Thofc 
debts are ftill very confiderable ; yet, if 
(he peace continues, there are probablq 
hopes that they will be totally difcharged 
in about twenty years. 

As to her late majefty, they fay that 
ihc was a^good woman in the very beft 
fcnfe of the word. Fond of her hufband. 
of her children, of her fervants, of every 
body that fhe thought good- Yet Qx^ 
was quick, and her quicknefs would 
fomctimes make her reprimand people 

who 
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who did not deferw it : but. coming pre- 
^ntly to herfelf, and fearing to have done 
wrong, flie .would enqjaire better, which 
conduct generally forced her to make re- 
paration to thofe ihe had offended, and 
bewail that Jbe had much more of the int^ 
fatience than §f the mrtue of her dear mo^ 
ther^ . Repeated declarations of this na- 
ture, and the natural warmth of her 
he^rt, had ej;ideared her to all that.ap-* 
ptsoachcd her- . 

With regard to the C^een- mother, 
the famous difciple to ilern Alberoniy 
blindnefsand age have long quenched her 
high fpirits, and totally difabled her 
from taking aoay part in the politics oi^ 
her foa. Her prefent way of living is 
quite unmethodical, never doing any' 
thing at any ftated hour. She will feme- 
times dine at noon, fometimes in the' 
evening, fometimes at midinight, often 
making day of night, or night of day, 
contrary to what fheufed to dp in the life- 
time of her hufbapd Philip V, whom 

K4 ' ihe 
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(be wpuld often upbrad for keeping ir^ 
regular boors. I told you already tkat 
her t^lc IS more fomptuous diao iho 
King's; yet it is but fddom that ih^ 
touches any of the many dainties ienreci 
vp to her. Hying almoft upon no^ng 
but a large cup of chocolate that ihe 
drinks as fbon as fhe gets from bed. The 
King viiits her once a day, puts up with 
all her fancies, fmiles at her unfettled 
way of living, and treats her with thepro-» 
foundeft refpedt. 

On every gala-day, his majeily puta 
on a nevir fuit^ and as rich as art caii. 
make it : but all his fine cloaths are con-^^ 
ftantly made after the fafhion that wasi. 
.ufed in his younger years, and he.always 
appears impatient to undrefs, being ne-» 
ver eafy, until he refumes kis grey frock 
and leather waiitcoat. He was always 
^n enemy to all fort of innovation, and 
fo ftcady in uniformity, that he wore for 
above twenty years a filver-watch. . Hi^ 

Quetu infifted .often upon bis changing it 

« • ■ .' 
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fw a better, but to no purpofe. ' Yet,^lii> 
get rid of her importitnity, and inceflant 
jokes, 7dfalved at laft to have a gold-cafe 
to it, which he made himfclf on the 
lathe: 

When he refolved to give the king- 
dom of Naples to his foh, every body 
cxpedled that he v^TouH fend to Spain all 
the antique monuments that had beea 
dug out of Herculaneum. But little di4 
they know him that formed fuch conjec- 
tures, as on the fame day that he crown- 
ed that fon, he went to the place wher<j 
thofe monuments were depofited, and 
there left a ring he had worn many years, 
which had.been found in thofe ruinS, fay- 
ing, that he had now no right to any thing, 
that belonged to another monarch. 

The palace of Buen Retiro was for- 
pierly but a mean habitation for fuch 
kings as thofe of Spain, if we credit old 
accounts. But the late king embelliihed 
its apartments very much, and his pre- 
fent majefty has alfo laid out fome fums. 

about 
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«iboitt'them, that tjicy are now. very grand, 
and convenient. I went by it this after-*- 
noon, and fa w no lefs than two hundred 
women fitting in rows before it upon the 
bare ground. I afked the meaning of 
fuch an extraofdjnary a(fembly, and was 
ahfwered, that they c^ijie there upon no 
other efrapid but to. ejDJoy the fine wea- 
ther, and look at* the courtiers going and 
coming. They do fo on every fine day, 
Ji'oly-days efpecially. They all fat with 

their mantillas turned up^ that is, with 

. ' . . ' .... 

uncovered faces, which renders the fight 
agreeable enough. You will cafily guefs 
that thofe women are not of the higheft 
rank; yet I am told that they are not of 
the laft neither. An odd fort of diver- 
fion, thought I, to fit in rows on the bare 
ground fpr feveral hours ! 

Th^re are neither hackpey-chairs, nor 
hackney-coaches in Madrid. A foreigner 
cannot therefore ride occafionally about 
town, as both foreigners and natives do 
in London and Paris. He who keeps no 

coach 
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^oach of his own, muft cither w^lk ou 
fcire a chariot,. which is commonly to be 
had for thirty reals a- day. All voitures 
are here drawn . by mules, and the coach- 
men might as well be called poilillions; 
^s they ride on the mule inftead of fit- 
ting on the coach- box : a good pradicc 
in my opinion, as by fo doing, they ob- 
ilrudt lefs the fight through the fore^ 
glafs. 

This cuilom of having mules infte^ 
of horfes^ to wjieel- carriages, is here uni- 
yerfal, becaufe horfes cannot long refifi: 
this hot fun in fummer, nor the cold 
blafts in winter^^ which I am told is very 
rigid in this to^yn v^hen the fnow covers! 
the hills on the fide of the Efcurial. Some 
foreign ambafladors who refijfed to fub-r 
mit to this cuftom, and would have 
horfes to their coaches, have had reafon 
to repent their love of fingularity, as no 
pair of horfes could laft them, a whole 
year, whether they macje ufe ^of Spanifli 
or foreign' horfes. No body is allowed 

. to 



tp ride about towil with more than fovr 
tnulcs to his vehicle. The* king only haj 
^Xf and fometimes eighty bttt he is fel- 
ddm fceri about town. Out of Madrid 
the greit people ride .with fix, but few 
are permitted to enter the town gates 
with them. Only the gr^at ofiiccra of 
the crown, and the foreign minifters (if 
I am not miftakcn) have this privilege ; 
but thei> they mu ft have their poftiHions 
in travelling drelTes, and go ftraight home 
from the gate at which they enter. 

There are very few beggars here, and 
thofe few do not walk much about, but 
generally keep by the gates of the moft 
frequented houfes, where they do not 
much importune the comers and gjoers 
with eager fupplications, extending only 
their hands with a craving look. If you 
give any thing, fo much the better : if 
not, there is an cnd^ as few of them ever 
open their lips. 

The beft gentry here are vtfy kind to 
ftrangers when once introduced to them, 

if 
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zf you will allow mc to judge by wktti 
experience myfelf : nor do the commod 
people hcre»givc vl$ bad language or aogry 
looks^ as it is often the cafe in England^ 
where th^ lower clafles are continually de<* 
eeived into an averfion to foreigners by 
a daily, uninterrupted fucceffion 'of diA 
honeft and n^lignant fcribblers. As to 
the Spamfh grandees, they are feldom ac-« 
quainted either with foreigners or na- 
tives that are not of their own rank. A 
foreign ambaflador was telling mc yefter** 
day» that he has not had a dinner, in the 
fpace of four years refidencey but froisi 
thofe grandees who arc adkually in the? 
roiniftry, nor ever liad any to dine witb 
liim* One mail conclude by this, that it 
is not the cuftom amongft the great, to^ 
keep open houfes here as they do in al-- 
moft all the capital towns in Europc^^ 
Yet fomeof thefe grandees are very rich^ 
nor can they be taxed with avarice, a» 
moft of them live with the greateft Iplcn- 
dor : but the mode of their fpending is 

diiferent 



f 142 ] 

* • ' f 

difFercnt from that of other couritricsV 
and generally confifts in keeping a great 
eourt within doors, which confifts of many 
chaplains, fecretaries, pages, and a large 
number of livery-fervants, together with 
a confiderable number of mules in their 
ftables. Then very few are the grandees 
6r rich people in Madrid, who ever dif- 
ihifs a fcrvant that has been a while in 
their families ; but when he is difabled 
by age or ficknefs, he is a jubilado^ as 
they call it ; and enjoys his falary as long 
as he lives, without any furthet care. 
There are fome noblemen here who, as 
I am told/have above a hundred fuch ufc- 
lefs domeftics between town and coun- 
try i and you muft own that there is no 
lefs humanity than grandeur in this fort 
of Spanifli generofity, which extends even 
lta the middling claiTes. Our great no- 
bility at Rome, Naples, Genoa, and Mi- 
Jan, continued in the fame praftice to 
late as the beginning of this century; but 
have been thcfe fevpral years leaving it 

off; 
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affy not much to their . honour, in my 

opinion. 

If a native or ftranger wants occafioi^ 
ally to go a few leagues from town, be 
. may hire ,a caiej^yi ; that is, an open chaife 
drawn by a fingle horfc. The driver ruas 
a foot by the fide of the caleffin, or ridis 
behind when tired with running; but 
' never ceafes to Hoot and ftrike the poor 
jade with his long whip to m^ke it trot. 
Ifawfeveral of them this morning ear- 
ly, as I went on mule-back to fee : the 
Pardo ; that i^s, one of the king's coun- 
try houfes about fix miles diftant from 
town, which roy beaft paced = ftoutly in 
^ lefe than an hour. 

At the Pardo the king refides during 
two months in th« year^ merely for the 
fake of hunting in the neighbourhood; 
and his palace there rs neither beautiful 
nor large, confidering the^. owner ; yet 
large enough to lodge bath him and his 
whole family, who all have diftinift 
apartments in it, none of which are 

jichiy 
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rfbhfy furmJKed> but all very neat* Tp 
the main boay of the pahce there are ad* 
^tional buildings, where the great ofn* 
cers and xninlfters of ftate have apart-^ 
anents when the <:ouri: is ^here, together j, 
with ftabling enough for about eight 
hundred horfes^ and a thouifand mules* 
The main edifice was ered-ed by the em-^ 
pcror Charles V. who delighted to retire 
there from bufinefs ; and his fucceflbra 
liave always been adding fome thing to 
it, in order to render it more aad more 
convenient* When the {a) king is there> 
the place muft loot crouded, as feveral 
thoufands of people canftantly follow 
the court, and many are the great that 
'come every morning, from Madrid to ' 
fliow themfelves to the king and royal 

(n) Mr. Ckriy /peaking of thi j'ardo, fi^s ^ryfyj 
that it is *' but an indiffiirent Jeat for an, EngHfi « ' 
country 'gentleman.'** I have feen many feats of Engl\ffi .. , 
tovniry-gentlemin topy hut few as yet of thofe thai 

m -I 

iould^mfily €9»iain fueh m family as ibid' jof thi King 
of Spain^ -with his^ mifif/iirs^ .guatds$ muUh ' ^fify ^ - 

* m 

6 family* 
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funUy* The fitufttioo of the Piir<^ i$ iisery 

» »» 

fiomantick^ ha}ving an eoTy hill on one fide 
and an extenfive foreft all round. The 
trees in the foreft ace chiefly green Hoa|cs« 
end their fweet acorns afford plenty of 
£xxd to the innumerable animajs that live 
in it« When the king is there, the. greater 
eft part of. the ruftics in the neighbouring 
villages get up before day at the ringing 
of their charch**bell8, and men, women, 
and <;hiidren run abput the country hoot* ' 
ing and beating the bu£he6, in order to 
fright the game towards the Pardo^ that 
the King may rfieet with abundance of it. 
*His Majcfty is a moft aftonifhing markf- 
man, and of his juftnefs in fhooting they 
tell here feveral ftories that appear im« 
probable, fuch as hitting with a fihgic 
ball the fmallefl and moft fluttering birds 
while flying. Such ftories the French 
will likewife tell of their King. An army 
of fuch markfmen as either of the two 

4 

monarchs, was it poflible to bring one to- 
gether, would. foon conquer the world. 
Vol. III. L Riding 



• Ridif^g abouC the^foreft of the Pat'S'i 
my nrole almoft trampled upon- hat^^' 
rabbits, and partridges at €very ftep : 4fid 
I ftw ta^ny a herd of red and fiilow deef» 
Btnery perfon that beats the bu(hes round 
the forefty is regularly paid iwo^reMs^ 
day; and this i fuppofe to be 'the diief 
nteans that the peafantry have ifbeiie to; 
live upon,, as the country isr otberwife^ 
very. barren. I ran my mulevfq far ds^^^^ 
village qalied Sanf Jl^i^i aad bfiteiQ Jj^ 
Madrid through another ealfed^il7(rami^;' 
I am fure vre have nA.ftnph wretched* pfe^^ 

ces in Piedmont* In* ^Akovindar^* 6[^^ 
dally, there is^ liiot a houfe that defef (ita < 
the name. I m^uAcallitaclufieir.of cotta-^ 
gefii formed by walls of mud and .mtodik 
unfkilfully thatched. . Fewr of them Jmve^ 
more than one room on the ground-floor^^ 
though feveral are inhabited by ppett3;^ 
numerous families. The fire-plade they' 
generally have in the midil: of the roc^ffi^f 
and there is a hole at top to give way ta 
the-fmoak. You may eafiJy imagine fhafc 

- their 
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tWir/boufe^fuirnkure is all of a piece with 
tlieU houiei. , . A Itw earthen-plates anti 
ewthea^tpots, with two or three ftraw-« 
h^glii The hogs and the hens go in and 
out 9t wilU and feem to live in the 
greateft intimacy with, their owners^ 
: My. tour took up. about fire hoursri 
3ret I returned to town againft dinner 
tiwj^y as it would not have been an eafy 
matter to procure <a dinner either at Sanf 
Jigt^in or Jtlcav€ndas. It was my inten-^ 
tioapn f^y arrml in Madrid^ to go like^ 
wife; to Satif Ide^np and the Efsurial\ 
and I anvfure that each place would far« 
niihimatter enough for a long letter « Bu|: 
I have con£der^ that if I go there, I 
muftxome back to^Madrid another time> 
inxirder to adjoft my departure: and to 
tell you the truth, I ,am quite fick of 
Madrid, as my head-ach is become in- 
tolerable. The. people are civil, the 
poep^e. are cordial,, the people I fliould 
like to live with a much longer time; 
i^l^;|lif horriblenefs of their (b-eets bui*^ 

L 2 ries 
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ties me away. I have therefore rtfolired 
to qtiit Madrid after td-^morrow, Aever 
ro return, except I heat that rihie Kin^ hai 
rendered it clean, as they fay that he is 

• * * 

going to do. 

The new great road from Madrid to 
the Parda, has been partly ctrt through 
the foreft not long ago. But ft) fond is 
the King gf large trees, that -he would 
not fuffer thofe to be fcHed which Hood 
in the way. The road of coarffi^ilf'far 
from belhg ftraigfit, having bedn "^jSade 
s:ig-zag in fever kl^ places for Wie £iki of 
this and that tree. About a l^gtre^rom 
town there is a venerable oak that ftands 
cxadlly in the mid&le of the ro^d, wliich 
the workmen were obKgcd to runtxneadi 
^iide of it. The king never fkils to 16dk 

* ■ 

at the oak* with^ complacence whejievfet 
iie goes by, often mentions his having 
faved his life (the- oak*s life,) and calls ft 
his own tree. You will allow that this isi 
good-nature. 

^ LET- 
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Blind menjinging and playing. Tibe Majo'/ 
drefs. Carnival diver/tons. A defcrip^ 
tidn of the new Amphitheatre. Three 
hundred couples dancing at a time. 
$trange e^eSl of the Fandango. Phrafei 
ifaddrefs. Guardias At corps. Guar- 
dias Alabarderos* G arr if oii of Madrid. 

' T^ables of the poor, l^ables -of the rich. 

- Ftfbfrom Valencik. ff^ood for fuel and 
charcoal. Premature marriages ^ and 
why, B^^i^ls^* 'PiSiures exbiHted by 
preachers. Gripes and bad teeth. 

Madrid, 051. 13, 17 6o« 

THE death of jthe Queen has nojt 
only filled this town with num- 
beliefs funeral fonnets in print, but her 
praifes are ecchoed through thefe flreets 
by feveral bands of blind beggars in C^- 
plas aiid Seguedillas> To-night, as I re- 
tij:e4 to the Locanda much earlier than 
ufual, to make ready for my departure 

L 3 to- 
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td-morrow, I had one of thofe hands 
called up that ftopdchaunting undicr piy 
windows. It CQiifiiled of three mej> and 
a boy, who had not one eye between them 
all. Two of them played on the guit-r 
tar, one upon the violin, and one upon 
^he violoncello, H^d they been put of 
fight, I ihould not have guefled that they 
were blind on hearing them perform, but 
thought that they hgd a piece pf mufick 
before them, fuch was their maftery iq 
playing. They fat down in* the great 
hall, ^.nd after a fymphony very well ex- 
ecuted, they fung alternately various 
flanzas of various meafures, fome pre-^ 
meditated and fonie extempore. I made 
them begin with 'the Queen ; and of her 
they faid the moil extraordinary things. 
Befides her pofleffing every moral and 
chriftian virtue, fhe was a blancd rofa^ 
(a white rofej a palido dlheli, fa pale gilfy" 
,JlowerJ a running Jireatn^ a fleet courfer^ a 
JJjining Jiar; zni 2it \^^ ' 
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' L^a mas refplandeciente 

> Diofa en et cielot 
'" the briihfefigoddefs in heaven: '• • 

What a jumble of images ! yet i!o not 

caii me idle when you" fee me endeavohr 

W paint 'little folks', ' and dcfcribe little 

things.' ' We miifi hunt after the idiefas 

anil manners 6f the vulgi^ of evei-y coidk- 

tryi to form a juil eiftimafe of the nation 

that inhabits itj'befiHes that whatever, 

I . , ^, ^" -.. (*,. •^^ •»«* 

little knowledge I have of human nature, 

is chiefly c^iie to tlhe diligence with whilph 

I liave long examined ttle lower clafles, 

who to be fure have a cunning of their 

own, by which they endeavour to efcapp 

obfervation as well as their betters,' but 

9l grofs fort of cunning that is eafily ide- 

teded. Could I ftay here a whil?, I 

, would take particular pains to qiafee my- 

fclf acquainted with all the charai^erif- 

tics thatTiin through the meaner ranks 

of this people', and rnoft efpecially with 

one called the Majo (pronounce w^ifd? with 

a ftrong afpiratioh on the K) whicbf as far 

' % L 4 as 
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a I can? ^(9(sceive> ira^fbrt of k)w pation*^ 
ag^ between the foiffard af Pam and- the 
cky^fpark ^f Londom : .To explam vaf 
aieafimg> better^ 1^ Madrid M^a i^z lovf 
^&<^^ who drefles fprucely^ a^ds the 
\l41k of;:a genthimani looks blunt aad 
Aienacing, and ct^eammrs after dry wit 
^pon every occafion* Thef^ qualities fun 
through bdth th& fexe^ ' and the jk^i? as 
Well a& the Mi/V- cab fwear . ^r ^iz^ 1/; 
I>A?j at every word; You fay for inftancci 
that this is a fine'day^ and the Majo cbii'^ 
firms the obfervatioii thzlpor vida de Di^^ 
)he day is very fine. 

Many am6ngft our lower vulgar, fays 
J)on4 Pauld artf Majos and Majas^ and 
in our Carnival Mafquerades their drefs 
Js ortfe of thofe which the generality of 
us chufe to affume as well as the charafter. 
That drefs confifts in the m^iy of a tight 
. waiftcoat, tight breeches, white ftock- 
ings, white fhoes tied with a ribband in- 
ftqad of a buckle, the hair in a net of va- 
Hous colours, and a montira over, inftead 

oif 
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of . a bat. The mentira is a cap of Usickr 
ifftlvet, and of a particular aiit» .whijch 
fits the head cxa£tly« and coye^ the ears^ 
The Majfdt habiliment is .a tight jacJ^et^ 
ib open before as to foriu two hangiQg 
flaps under the breaft> fo^aething in th« 
Ustvck of wii^s, with fleeves clofe to tho 
fifty a ihort petticoat of any^ colour^ a 
black apron> a-ftriped handkerchief care? 
fiiUy covering the whole neck, wit^ jtH^ 
net and the /«^;f/|m exa<^ly fuch as the 
man* The.feams qf both dreiTcs are not 
fowedy but kept together by interlapiqg 
ribbands. This is apeupres the veilment 
©f our Majos and Majas on holy 44ys, 
and I a0are you that a young weU-qiade 
perfon looks very fmart in fuch a dreis. , 
And fo, faid !» you have ma^uerades 
in car nival- time ? Pray, dear lady, tell 
me fdmethjtog of them. Do you ruft 
about the (Ireets with your vigors ouj lik* 
£> mmy madmen, as we do almof): aU 
over Italy durii^g th4t time ? * , , 

Our 
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' Our commbn people does it^ anfwCFcd 
the lady : but the b^ft fort do not. Th^y 
only go ia vehicles to viiSt each other, and 
endeavour to contrive their difguife in 
focb a manner, that their moft intiaiatc 
Itequaintance may be puzzled a while to 
find them out, which fome times caufes 
merry fufpcnfes and miftaKcs. Mkny of 

/us givfe mafked-balfe during that time, 

. » . » • • II 

and to them everypcrfon is admitted that 
is genteely mafked! With regard to oftr 
mafquerade-drefies, every body follows 
his own fancy, Befides the Majos,^^ many 
wear- Dominos, and many more delight in 

the various habiliments ufed in various 

• » • 1^ 

J>arts of Spain, which cuftom at crouded 
bal})5 never fails to exhibit great variety. 
Thus we have ^/ Catalan^ el Galtiego^ el 
Valencianj and xS\^ antiguo Efpanol \ that 
is, the Catdtonian^ Galician^ H^&Valencian 
drefles with the Ancient Spanijh. ' Then 
the Serrano 'znd the Culipard^; that is, 
the dreffes ufed in the mountains of Old 

Cajlik 

6 
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Cajiik zni AndaJufia. TRefe wear feveral 
holy relics and ^wdx dgnusdeisj hanging 
about their necks, enclofed' in fmall 
filver-boxes. - ' . 

But to give you the feveral forms and 
qharadcrifticts of our carnival- veumcnts, 
is bieyond my. powers of defcrlption, as it 

is fcarcely poffible to paint them by 

*^ '#•*' *' '^ *" ''•'''*^''*fc 

means of words. It is enough to tell 

you, that we endeavour on fuch occafions 

to furpafs eiach other in faricifulnefs and 

elegance', but not in richnefs, as i£ is 

prohibited to weair jgold, filver, and jew- 

els about us in a mafquerade drefs. 

To the carnival-balls, continued' the 

lady, and on our froliclifome vifits. we 

generally go in Parejas ; that is, chactfti 

avecfa chaqune^ both drefled in the faofic 

charadier, . the Majo with the ikf^'^, the 

Serrano with the Serrana, and fo forth. 

But in the a6k of dancing almoft every 

body takes off his vifor, as it is deerped 

^ flight on the company tp keep it on. 



N, B: To^are the reader the trouHe of 
ftr(7 frolix a note^ I think proper to add her'e^ 
thaty Jince the date of this letter^ the c^rni^ 
"bal-cujioms have undergone Jome change at 
Madrid, as the King has built there a very 
grand hall, called^ Amphidieitro, ixihere 
thoujands refort twice a week 4^ring the 
carnival' time. Any ho^ majkedis admitted 
there only for twenty reals (hot quite. five 
ihiUings) and pajfes there the whole night 
with jas fntich plehfure as fuck a place can 
e^ord. There the dancing-plafe isfpacious 

enough for three hundred couple^ to dance at 

, - , .* »■ ■ • . 1, ^ • . 

d time, and there are pats round it, amphi* 
theatrically dtfpofed, nvith three large gal- 
lei^ies over, which admit Jive orfx thoufand 
feopie more. The Jiall has four Jpacious 
ptwr^cafts at the four corners, that Jead up 
ioVhe galleries i and to fever al large rooms, 
nbhere^peoplhmaj have fiot anirtold fuppers 
at choke, coffee, chocolate, lemonades, and 
tther^ rejrepinients, every thing heara^s 
(heapas^ihomlsl'^ Aconfiderabie number of 
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pompadour --cohur^ Befides thefi . cotcmmn 
encies, there are< tv^o large rooms imithfmi{ 
beds in eachy imefor the men^ the ^ot^her .ftm 
the mi^meth ^^ Jbould happen to be , ti^^ 
fudderfly Uh find there urz phyjiciam ^md 
fargeofa regularly attending f as veU. m 
jfdur dan^ing-mafiers to dk-eB the emntry 
dances^ and teach their foarious ^mationK oM 
(solutions, to thafe Viho -do s not knom^ the0t 
well. Nor mvfi I omit to mention twoJmaU 
rooms ^ith infcriptions $ver their ^t^;^ 
one Jaula por I06 pgxaros, tbectierJaoU 
por las .paxaras ; that is, a cage for fhc 
cock-birdia, a. cage for the hen-birds; im 
plain language, a jail for the men and^ 
jail for x\^ wortien. Sliould any k»dy^ 
taifeany d^urbmce, or behave, with m^ 
indecency ^ there ^ he would bejhut Up foffki 
night by tiff, guards att-etiding at tke^ei^^ 
trance 'door. ^ 

Ihavefecn above ;^x hundred people dafOsft 
4H ance the Fandango in that amphitheatre } 
^nd it is mt pojjible to give an idea of fuck a 

I rap^ 
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Jttas^.jke Spaniards ike .mrnnt that,4he. 
Eandango is touched^ is a .thing not ts\b^:, 
eoncehied. I Jam hundreds of them atfup*^. 
fer^ ^quit infiantly the tables^ tumble fre-^ 
cipitoufly do'wn the Jtair^cafes^ throng pro^ 
mifcuoujly into the dancing place, face about ^. 
for a partner that nms found in an injlantf ^ 
and fall a dancing both men and women mtk. 
fiich a vigour as to 6^gar all defcriplion4 . 
Was the place ample enough, there is not 
one of them that would remain ajimple 
JpeSlator, as many are forced to be. %hofe 
HJiiho are forced to ity fiand gazing from the 
feats belom or t lie galleries above , with 
fparkling eyes and limbs trembliftg, and en^ 
courage the dancers with clamour and clap^ 

• t ^ * 

pi^g of hands. There is a fmall printed 

book, iMiiled Bayle de mafcaras, &c. 

,. ^ ...... 

pHnied at Madrid in 1 763, tffat f els forth 

the laws to be obferved at the amphilTieafref. 

^^Skouldany body contrav£ne any ofthofe Idws^ 
. he ^wi^uld infant ly be thruft int0 one ' of itie 

•Jaulas. The band there, cdnji/s of forty 
. • .:* ^ injiru* 



if^tfuut*i Hhat plky altenuu^ ummiy vt 

aNong^As 'fi)& nigbt ldfi's% that ft, JrW^ 
niheVdhtk^at mght tiH fix ht the mWhin^r 
' the facility that this flit(» affiihdt for is^-'. 
verjion to the rnhabitnnts of Madrid^ hdi 
' nearly annihilated ' tbiif private aJ/emWei 
and dotnejtiick iafhj which prove injipid in 
cbtnparifoH of the great ball and affembl^'at 
the Amphitheatre. ^ T!he profits that arifd 
therefrom the ftippers and rinfrefcos, ar^ 

fujicientto defray the nightly expences of 

'■ ■■■.'«, 
the place i therefore all the money which is 

received at the df)or^ f about a crown each 

perfofiy as IfaidJ isjpent towards the em^ 

bellifbment of the public walks round the 

town. Thus has this government wifely . 

turned a public diverfon intoi a. public uti-- , 

////, and Count d' Aranda, . who has been 

the fchemer of it ^ has taken it under his own \ 

immediate direBion^ nor ever fmh to be( 

th^re every night Jo Jake care that nothing 

happen to fpail the feafi. 

Among0 
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Ammgfi other laws, tb^^ is one, ^MfJb 

p'MBits every My to wmt gold or Jitow 

on their cladtbs sa the Amphitheatre ; nor 

are the ladies allowed to have jewels about 

them, but at one finger. 7his law brings 

all forts of people upon a kind of level, la 

encreafe this equality ^ they have alfo intro* 

duced the cufiom of talking to each other, 

and without any difiinClion of rank or fex, 

in the fecond perfon fingular \ that is, in the ' 

fyle ufed throughout Spain when people 

talk to the lowefi rank, or to intin%ate friends^ 

^hus the dut chefs and the grandee are there. 

fftought do.wn from the altitude of their 

ranks, during the night by their very dome^ 

JlickSf and by thofe who out of the Ampbi^ 

theatre would never dare to addrefs them 

but by title of Voffelencia, an aiireviation 

g/'Vueftra Exccllej^qia. But their ten^po^ 

rary diminution^ 'tf ^^tatnefs, is ampfy re* 

cgmpenced by the jollity and akrtnefs caufsd 

by this kind of equality. JLet us now re** 

fume the thread of our letter 4 

Having 
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^■'Baving Uftenod a while to the f^Vhr 
.blind men who rehear fed the praifes tfi 
the Queen; an<f o^erving that ihch^ll of 
the Locanda began to^ fill with pecplr^ 
who had run to their playing and finging^ 
I bid them to touch the Fandungo. Rrcty 
body prefent began inftantiy to dance j 
but to their no fmall mortification th€ 
landlord Signer Zilio rufhed in to difturb 
us alL Cofpetonazzo, cried he to me in 
his native language, bid' the fellows flop 
playing, fir, or we are all undone. Don't 
you confider that the Queen is juft dead^ 

■ 

ahd this houfe an inn ? Pray, flop them, 
or the Alguazih will be here in a minute,, 
and. carry us all to the devil. 
' This remonflrance I thought very jufl, 
difntifled the blind men with a few reals^ 
and went to my fupper, to the great dif- 
appointment of feveral maidens, who 
had afiembled from the nigher houfcs a| 
the found, and whofe heels began to 
bum, as it is always the cafe throughout 
Vol. III. M the 
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the whole country on their hearing their 
dear Fandango. 

What (hall I tell you next ? Whatever 
comes uppermoft to be Aire, and without 
thinking of pretty tranfitions from orie 
article of information to the other, as^'it 
is not pollible to conneft things of dii&r^ 
ent nature, but by bellowing more labour 
upon the mode, than the matter deferves^ 

The Spaniards have phrafes of addre& 
that would found odd in all the languages 
I know. When a gentleman approaches 
a lady, he does not tell her that he is her 
humble fervanty her moji obedient y and fo 
forth, as the men do to the ladies in Italy, 
France, or England 5 but that he kiffks 
her feet y or lays Umf elf at her feet. Afus 
pisy bejhfus pih ; and when he takes hfe 
leave, he intreats her to keep him archer 
feet \ me tenga ujied afus pUs^ or baxo de 
fus piSsy under your feet. The compli- 
ment (he returns with a Bi'UH uJied mil 
tmosy may you live a thoufand years ^ or n)aya 

^fkd 
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Ujied con Dios, Faya ufted con la Virgem^ 
goyoufwith GoJ, go you i/iAth the Virgin 
Mary^ and when ihe intends fefpeft, (he 
iijes your hands ^ Befo a ufied las mams. 
You may think the Spanifh civilities ra-> 
ther too great) I mean the language of 
the men to the ladies % but general oujftom 
takes off a good d«al of the literal mea|i« 
ing from complimentary words in all 
coontries, and th^ humility of this phra- 
:6bology does not interfere with that great 
^miliarity which is here fo common be- 
tween the fexes.^ 

• I told you yefterday, that when tlw 
King goes out of town, half a do:sen of 

, hmGuardias de Corps precede his coach on 
horfehack. Of thefe body-guards he has 

. three companies confifting of two hun- 
died men each, tht Spanijh, the Italian^ 
^nd the F/emiJb, thus denominated froip 
the nations that compofe them. Their 

.uniform is iky--bluo trimmed with iilver 
Jace. Every individual in them is fup- 
pt&fed to be de primer a nobleza^ chrijiiano 

M 2 viejo^ 



vJejoy y limpio de ft>da mala raza ; that is^ 
of nobie defcenty a true cbrifiian^ and free 
front all bad Uood. I have obtained a lift of 
the ' various articles of what the King 
allows them, amongft which thefe are 
fbme that you will poffibly think curious; 
Here yott have them, - 

A complete tmiform every other yeOr^ 
that isy a coat^ waificoaty and brtecber. 

A belt and a bandelier every other year. 

AJiher hiked fword on being admitted^ 
which isio be returned to the -company in ct^ 
of death or quitting the corps. 

A laced hat with a cockade made ofhorfi^ 
hair tinged red^ every other year. 

Two yards of black ribband^ and a black 
ribband-rofe yearly for the cue. 

A pair of red worjled Jlockings yearly* 
' ^e fourth part of a yard of mufknyear^ 
ly^fora^^ck. 

A pair ofjlrong leather gkvesy yearly. 

» 

A filh firing yearly ^ to tie round the hik 
of the fword I red to the Spanijh company^ 

green 



green to the Italiariy and yellow to the 

> • 

Flemi(b. 

- ^ Five andfarty reals every two y earsfor 
a couple ofjhirts: 

. ' One pound ))f charcoal every day^ mth ' 
fivem candles and a haif every month. 

The pay tathefe guards is only a hun- 
itt^A and forty reals a month ; lb that he 
9yho has nothing from his own family, 
fares but very poorly, as you may 
imagme, though each company has the 
fMrivi)ege6f a butcher who fells them meat 
fomcthing under the market-price. 

They are all picVd men, young and 
robuft \ and they have need to be fo, as 
die cxercife of running before the King 
and royal family is very violent. AH ^re 
lodged in ^^r/^i!?; (barracks) wherever 
the King is, two, three, and even four ir\ 
a room, the furniture of which confifts 
of alnioft nothing elfe but their beds : 
that is, as many matralTes as there are 
pen J roatrafles not very foft, as they are 
fiikd with the coarfeft tow. Each is al- 

M 3 lowed 
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lowed a pair of coarfc fhccts, to' be wafti-^ 
ed once a month. It is nedkfs to tell yoa , 
that their officers are all men of the high^ 
eft rank. 

Thefe three companies of horfe gnaf ds^ 
together with another of foot calkd 
Guardias AlabarderoSy are almoft the [a) 
only military men to be feen in this 
peaceable town. The Alabarderos ha vie 
in cuftody the inferior parts of the royal pa- 

(a) Since the date of this letter ^the flat e of Madrid has 

Jlrangtly altered in this refpeSi. The fuddiri rifing ^Ai 

Inhabitants againjt the odious adminijlration of Marf^is 

J)e Squillace^ on the 23^/ of March j 1766, has been the 

caufe that a garrifon of ten thoufand men has been efla^ 

blijhed in the toiun \ nor does the King go now oiit of ft 

without almoflany guards as it was formerly the cafiy lut 

tu:9 files of foldiers border his v^ay frptn the great gate' 

efhis palace to more than half a league out in the country^ 

The ten thoufand men are lodged in different quarter s-, and 

fdtrok the touOnhoth a-footand on horfeback^ feveral hun^- 

dreds every night* Ton may wellihink that the MadHd 

people •mill never more dare to rife, having, fa formidabU a 

body of regular troops to curb their fpir it. Yet they car^ 

ried their point at the time^ as. the hated Squillace was 

forced to qitif the iingdam^ and fto tax laid upon ^iad^ 

, wkiib wets 'ivl^t gave the cfnef^ritience^otheirinfu^tMo^ 

lace^ 
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lace, and the Guar dim de Qr^iftand cen * 
ttnels by turns in the higher apartments. 
Shold you want a diftinft account of the 
land and fea- forces aftually kept up in 
this kingdonj, you have but to procure a 
Spanifh almanack, .where you -will find 
that between both, they amount to about 
>a huAdred and fifty thoiifand. 

Provifions are not fo dear in this town 
as I expected, confidering its populouf- 
nefs, and its being fituated in a province 
that is far from being fertile. A poor 
family of fix or feven people may bq 
daily fupplied with bread, meat, and wine 
for as many reals. The bread here is a^ 
good as any wKere elfe ; but the wine 
drank by the common people is not at all 
to my tafte. Beef, veal, and fowls, fel- 
dom come within the reach of a poor 
man's purfe, but pork and mutton are 
cheap enough. The common fare of 
the lower clafles is frefh mutton and fait- 
* ed, pork, boiled together with dry french- 
- 4>ean9, chick-peas, onions, and pot-herbs. 

M 4 On 
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On meagre days they feed'iXpon ftockt 
fijfh and pilchards, which they ^rds ia 
various manners, bpt always fa hot with 
pimienta (Spanifh pej^r,) that it is not 
eafy for ftrangers to accuftora themfelvca 
to fuch a burning diet. The yery poor* 
eft live almoft entirely on the dift^ tbutton^ 
of vifluals that many convents make here 
every day throughout the year* There 
the beggar makes fure of a loaf and a tnefs 
of broih, often enriched with a (lice of 
meat i and this I take to be the chief rea* 
fon that we are here fo little incommoded 
by ftreet-meudicants. 

With regard to the tables of the rich, 
they are as fumptuous as any. where, elfe. 
A grahdee of the firft clafs W9$ telling 
rae the qther day, that a full half of his 
income he muft fpend towards th^e main* 
tenance of his table, and thaiti income 
amounts to fifteen thoufand pounds Aer* 
ling y nor any reafon could he give me <rf 
this prodigality; hut that it Ji^.th^cufioGa 
todpibi and that every body4(«&fo« Th» 

fmgle 
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fingic article of frefti filh, ftamls him in 
two thoufand pounds a year : but you 
muft know that Madrid is provided with 
filh from Fakncia, which is near feventy 
leagues diftant. 

The two deareft neccflaries in Madrid, 
1 take to be wood for fuel and charcoal. 
A hundred pounds weight of either, cofts 
iiear a crown. This is^ the caufe, I fup* 
pofe, that chimneys are not niuch in 
faftiion here. The poor in winter (land 
baiking in the fun, wrapp'd up to the 
nofe in their ample Cafas, and the rich 
fit found a brazier placed in the midft of 
a room, with well lighted charcoal in it. 

Vou may have heard, that Spanifli par- 
rents marry their daughters much earlier 
-than in other countries ; and it is really 
» very common thing to fee girls bound 
in wedlock here, that are but twelve or 
thirteen years old, Amongft other feafons 
that parents have for fuch premature mar- 
riages, there 4s this, thit a young woman 
may eafily get the hulband Ihe pleafes, 

' with- 
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without aflcing their confcnt. She- Aat 
takes a fancy to a man, has hot to give 
h\m a ring or any thing elfe . as a pledge 
of her refolution to be his v/ife, and irfr 
fift that fhe will have no other hufband. 
The young man goes to his parifh-prieft, 
apprifes him of his intention to marry 
fuch a w^oman, fhews him the pledge he 
has of her love, and requires, him tp 
bring the marriage to a fpeedy donclufion, , 
*f he prieft goes to her parents, has Mifs , 
» ' called before them, fhows her the ring 
fhe gave, and afks her if it is true that 
fhe will have fuch a one for a hufband. 
Mifs anfwers in the affirmative, and her 
parents muft fubmit to fee her the wife 
of one who does not often meet with 
* their approbation. Should they take into 
their heads to oppofe : the will of their 
girl, the prieft carries her to a nunnery, 
where fhe is kept for a few days at a c2P- 
tsnce from her fweet-hearts and if duriftg 
thofe few days her parents cannot per- 
futde her to change her mind, the mar- 
riage 
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» 

n9ge takes plac^ in fpight of them./ I 
mn told^ that the other day a French-coo);: 
fOQ ^way in this manner with the daughr 
ter of an Advoqate, his mafter. However, 
thiP law doqs not e^ctend to the chief nf>- 
biUty> and girls of high condition cannot 
fo eafily provide themielves with hufl)ands 
after their own liking ; but.amongft'thp 
middle and lower claiTas, I ajtn afTured, 
^at there are many couples married 
every year after this capricious mannoTy 
without ,ca,ufing the leaft wonder^ as a 
thing of courfe. 

. Another privilege that young women 
have here, and througjiout the whole 
kingdom, is, that when they are got 
with child, they are like wife furc of a 
, fpcedy marriage, as the man whom they 
.djarge with tlie faft, muft turn a hulband 
directly, or go toprifon, and endure more 
vexation than he could poflibly bear. 
How;' far fuchsia ws and practices are con- 
ducive to the good order and general ad- 
. yj^ptagc of fociety, I . will not take upon 

me 
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ine to d&termine. But it is not unrea- 
fonable to think, that the Spaniards find 
no great inconvenience arifing frorp them 
to the commonwealth, otherwife they 
would foon abolifti them, as it is not 
poifible for any nation long to fuffer a 
law or pra6>ice, that caufes much dif- 
turbance and proves highly inconvenient 
to the generality of individuals. 

Yet among the Spanifh laws there is 
one, which I think a very good one i 
and it is, that no eldeft born of a grandee, 
can marry the heirefs of amothcr. There 
IS. the CouKtefs of Benevente here, whole 
diaughter is to inherit an income of fifty 
thijufand doubloons a-year, and in con-» 
fequence of that law, fhc is to be mar- 
Tied to the fecond fon of the Duh 
d'Opunay who as a cadet has not a fhil- 
iiog. Could the eldeft (oh of that duke 
become her hufband, he would be the 
i^icheft- fubje£t in chriftendom 5 but the 
law will fprce him to marry one as poor 
» . hii^ younger brother 5 and thuS' ^H 

Spain 
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Spain have two families inftead of one, 
bcth fufficiently rich, which might poffiu 
Wy not he the Cafe without that law. . 

Here, as in Italy, thfc dead are carried 
to the grave with their faces uncovered, 
and always prfecededv by a long proce£« 
iion of priefls and people finging pfalnt8> 
and litanies as they go along with lighted' 
tapers in their hands. The grandees 
are drefled in their princdy robes, and 
buried in thiem 5 but the reft of the peo- 
ple are habited like friairs and nuns. The 
young and uni£iarried> have an additional . 
crown of artificial flower^ on their heads* 
You may eafily guefs th^tthfe number of' 
priefts and burning tapers is in propor- 
tion to the means that families have of' 
burymg their dead with more or lefs 
pomp and iplcndour. 

The friars, I am told, have lately in^' 
tfoduced a praftice here t>f producing' 
pictures before their audiences towards 
the clofe of their fermons, in orda: to 
give their eloquence a greater degree of 

3 ejBcacy^ 
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«fficic]r. ' A friar, for inflance, afietf 
himng expatiated with as much ardour as 
poflible en the torments c^ bell, nbds ta 
Ibme attendants to bring the pi^ure^ 
which exhibits fome devils running red 
and (harp irons into (inners. The devibi 
38 you may imagine, are painted mcsft 
frightful; with horns, claws, and feri 
fientine tails. The fouls are fymbolized 
by ^irls, for no (^her reafon, but be* 
<;aufe the word fail h of the femtnkie 
gender in this, as in . (bme other Im^^ 
guages. The revefeiid father ddps b 
lighted torch before the piftnrc, that lit 
limy be better feen by the fpe^ator^ 
and with the moft hideous vociferation 
demounces evcrlafting torments to the 
tttutpcnting, lihe thofe that the painter 
has there exprefled. The preachers of 
Bhglahd only endeavour td perfuade fi®;* 
ntm out of rtheir wickednefs ; twxt the 
firpanifh fright them out of it; -Tis^pity 
that the author of Fray Gerundio has ilbt 
been countenanced in his projefl of re^ 

4 forming 
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forming the Spanilh pulpit. This pcac-* 
tice, ' which is here quite, new, woidd 
have furniihed him with an additional 
chapter in a fecond edition of that book. 

And here ends the narrative of what I -^ 
have heard and fcen during the week J . 
have now paffed in this noble metropolisu 
I hope you will find that the week has 
been tolerably well employed. Certain 
it; isy that my. account of it Would have 
proved more ample and intereding, but 
for that fUthiitefs^ whidi forces mie away. 
To that the :phyficians attribute a moital 
kind of gripes, which may be called the 
peculiar plague of Madrid. AnQthsc 
ugly effect of that fUthinefs is, that k 
fpoils the teeth of thefe inhabitants, j The 
Spaniards out Qf M^nd, have in general 
fuch teeth, as really deferve the poetical . 
uppeilation of ivdry, but here the icaie 
ia quitse . different^ It is great pity* 
ffppciaUy with regard to womfen, whofe 
blac^ eyes^ cheaicfial s[iien^ and .lively 

hel^yifliir 
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behaviour would fiibdue any ^%.e4vfi»mi.w^ 
was it not for the uglineis of their mouths^ 

LETTER LXL 

Squares in every town to Jight bulk in. 

' ... 

Cruelty inherent in man. A charitable 
woman. Small chapels by the Jide of high 
roads. Colleges ruined or going to ruins. 

Alcaic de Henarezi Oft. 14^ tj69. 

TH I S morning about eight 1 quit- 
ted Madrid) and not without j^ 
gret^ as I met* with no peribn there, but 
what endeavoured to pkate vat. Witk- 
out the gate at which i came out, there 
is dn dmphitlieatre of a ^onfiderable tize, 
where . buU^lights^ are -much oftener eK«^ 
hibited than in the Flaza M^yor already 
mentioned. 

It feeifis that thefe fight« are, like the 
Fandaitgo, one of the chief paflions of 
the Spaniards. There . is not a town in 
this kingdom, but whiM: has a large 
fquare for the purpofe of fighting buUs.j 

and 



^[ ^ 3 

>Snd foreigners as wcH as natives have re- 
-peatedly told me, that even the poorcfl: 
jTiliiaErtants' of the fmalleft vHlages, un- 
"ahlc to afford the expcncc of a bull, wi!l 

T 

ioften rfiib together in order ±0 procure 
^ cow or an ox, and fight them riding 
lipoh afles for want of horfcs. In former 
tiays no body w^as allowed t®^ fight a bull 
on horfebackjthatwas not a gentleman 
'bom 5 but time iras fuperfeded this law, 
'and *t pi'eient bidl-fighting is utterly 
cngrolfed by the lower daiTes. However 
from time to time gentlemen witt venture 
tbeir guts againft the horns of a bull, to 
fttow their fpirit or pleafe a miftrefs, ef- 
f>ecially at the exhibitions in the Plaza 
Mayor ^ at which the King and the whole 
court never fail to be prefent. 

I have no leifure to trace this cuftom 
of bull-fighting hiftorically up to its ori- 
gin j but it was certainly i.nftituted by 
.crufity, or I am widely miftaken. The 
YMnenefs to crueky is inherent is man,, 
and a chara6leriftic of his nature. You 
Vol. It ' N .. ftartle. 



Aattte; and tare f0iT]/'to.Iiear^aioii«!^ 
yet I fkyrrit trcithy t hovgho sl . had 
wittieTs^ttieddigbt^^ive takoia (ktttigjM&f- 

' ><!hief before we^ i^each the a^i^iof.dSQAac- 

4ioii V Mvittiefs the brutaLmultitadei^ itilat 

edgerly tun to fee (hows of dim^r^dnd 

^blood; ivknefs theralbletic c^:ti]ib4toKt)f 

the Greeks, the gladiatorial vvmmdsqpf 

* the RomaiiSy and £0. forth* vCrou^itiSlill 

rgaze }vfth lapture on a^p6riloitf:.:(tf)u/^, 
or on cocks ^ pieicing e&ch. odaep'^bmft 

-' t^rith a fharp iron : crouds will fuei^und 
tht wretch iivho it going to be /il:£afbgted, 
btdkeny or burnt. . Ai:e not fudi di&Iibii- 
tiohs ^natural to us, and-dotbcy. liot^Jb^- 
ply ah ifmate cruelty iiL<)i:|rtiaturei')?ra&$ 
it not for educ^tion^ .th$t^ vfupf^mi&^it, 
what a hateful breed* mankiiuiiiiASMiid 

'prove!" • • • •^ ^ \ ;, V'> !*? 

» - ' ' • - ■ ' ' ^ '.'. ■**"** . ^tv« 

; .(a)i An Italian ftxm^ in ,%vtiich a pil^w^f^mures 
, do%iun a rotey cne $nd of which is tied to the upper part 

e/a Jeeptej and the other fajiined to th^ ^XB^hf 
' jbme o^Jiti hiding. It hdt hafpenM lhat)fiuli)/^ 

.kwt'i^^thdrboldixmi^etiij^^ pi(iff M^^^ 

Such 



:^iih$ifak^were the thoughts, thai fjmmuiti 

\ ^tsi^ head, oasljwent by. tha^ woctpkith^ilbce, 

-iiiot ht hotsh it me croffiad the Mat»a^ 

-miiMs^MiA about a kague further another 

u.fyti^XixvftxtsXUAXarama. They fay that 

^^^tbe King has a plan to join them both in 

^ ondi and turn t&eir ftreams' to the pur-* 

^ pciif&of agricokure. Could this ever be 

idone, the country round would not look 

^fi> uiKomfbrtaUe as it docs at prefent^ 

^ being quite Tandy and deftitute of < trees. 

At the diftance of two leagues beyond 

,liieXarafnay there is a. imaU village calU 

fd Thrr^fcn de Ardoz^ furrounded by a 

few^ kitchenrgardens^ and corn*fields< 

There we ftopped to refrefh ; and while 

an oQiekt was making ready I took no* 

tice that the woman of the Ppfada ftood 

at the door with both her hands full of 

quartilhs^ which ihe diftributed amongd: 

a number of poQr who had ^mbled 

. there to receite her alms. I made bold to 

, * , * . * ' 

^her the motive of her libcr^ty, Zs 
fot las animas^ anfwered the woman; 
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that IS, to relieve tie fouls in purgatorf. 
Tlie animas in Spain, as I have already 
bbfetved, are a mighty mover of pcopk^s 
charity, and to them the beggars as well 
as the ptiefts are much indehted, becaufe 
their gfeareft income arifts from tHe-d^- 
lire that all Spaniards have to alleviate' . 
the torments of the fouls m purga%ofy, 
which they think is iftfellibly ^^fted'l^y 
•giving alths to the poor, and having iMf!e9 
celebrated by the prieffe. The tvothWi 
of t\it pofaddy as Ihe toW ttte, has fet a- 
part four days in the yeiar to d!ftribut% 
alrtis to the poor in her neighboiirhodd, 
and this day happens to be one bf 'the 

four. :• i.;. 

As y6u travel through Spain ydti¥ne(ft 
l)y the fide of levery great road vSth dfe*- 
pels that go under the appellation ^ 
bermitas^ though no hermit lives in ^&SS^* 
Thefe hermit as are aH very fmSIl, arid 
*have no windows, but'only a hole ifi'ifefc 
door, through which paiftngers *h^^>W 
quart illos and odaifos in the infide, iihd ^ 

pr 



[ ..I8I- ] 

for kS: am mas 9s ufuaL I alighted tq 
Igak into one;ofthera through the hoi? 
of its door, hut could (ee nothing of 
wlwt was in it except a lamp that fcarcely 
gave any light.. I afked the caleflero what 
was tlieufe of a lighted lamp in a chapel 
yili^e no, body lived. Es fara (flumbrar 
Iq$ Santos de pakj anfwered th? fellow in. 
^ .mocking tone s that is, it is to li^bt the 
faints of wood^ meaning'the wooden fta- 
tues of faints ufually placed in the hermit 
fas. J could not help wondering at the 
Ijold expreffion of the incredulous rafcal, 
^ I thought that the meaner fort through^ 
out the country never dared to make a 
jeft of wooden faints ; and rebuking hioi 
ferioijfly^ for his levity of words, he added 
witbfonae archnefs, that he was no Cafti- 
}ian, but a Catalonian, and that he had 
travelled through France. You have tra- 
velled to a very bad piirpofp, ^d I, if you 
Jiav^ learned no better than to fcofF at 
wMt is held facred in your country, and 
I think you would do better to ftick to 

N 3 ^ your 
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your religion, left you come to ahV 
harm ; nor does it belong to calefTeros to 
break jefts upon the Santos de palo; but 
their buiinefsisto mind their mules aM 
avoid the inquifition. This repritbahc!^ 
which he expected not from a foreigne?, 
put him to the blufli, and he is now 
making intereft with Batifte, that I may 

** , • - 

not delate him to the Inquiiitor Gehei'al 

- • 

at Sarragozza. 

A little before five we entered Alcali^ 
which \% fix leagues from Madrid, ami 
entered it by the gate of San Tago. 
Leaving the care of ordering fupper ^o 
Batifte, I went to fee the town. Some 
partsi of it look very well; having feveral 
level ftreets, and a pretty wide ftjuarc. 

There is an univerfity here, that Was 

- • ■-? •' * "• . . • ' , . /<< 

.pnce very famous. It was fbundei^ (ays 

the hiftorian Mariana, about the eni^of 

' ^ '.'■-■ ■ ■' . **> 

(be fifteenth century by an Arcbbijhop \ of 

, %oledo^ upon the model of that at' Farts \ 

.|nd, l^ke that and many other, jt (oh- 
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/lils of a number of colleges b^ilt in dif- 
Cerent parts of the town. ^ 
^ The firft college that I entered, is call- 
ed del Rey (/be Kings J becaufb if was 
f reeled by Phily;> III. So the porter told 
me, that has it Ip cuftpdy. That porter 
IS now the only inhabitant of the college, 
which has loQg been deferted, and Is vL 
fibly going to decay. The apartments 
formerly inhabited by the ftudents, run 
round a fquare. ornamented with a double 
.portico. - . _ 

Coming put of it, I met with an Au- 
guftine iriar at the gate 6i his cloyfter, 
and bowing to him, begged leave to give 
a look to his church and convent. The 
friar coijrteoufly complied with my dfc- 
jnahd, and took me all over his and his 
brcthren'shabitation. Three of the altars 
, in their church are worth feeing, aiid 

" ' " ■ .... ' ' ' 'i 

. their facrifty is one of the fineft rooms m 

., ♦_ ^ ■ • , ^ . , *«.... , >■ 

Alcala, curioufly embellifhed with gild- 

"■ »' . ■ * *, "". ■' 

ing and piftures. While 1 employed my 
,^y^es in examining it, a lemonade with 

N4 fome 
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friary ^nd as I was g^ii^ to fcak^ my 
leave pf tb«m with thanks, fpr tbtir ci- 
vility., they both in Afted wpon. theif comr 
ing to ihow me the tovv(|< 

We pafled before thp jpfi^iw' fJbiurf^ 
which wa> already ftuat, . If the infide 
4&f it bears any prcpprtipa to the outiid«> 
it rouft be very fine. Then we \vcnl; tt>, 
fee the CaUegio Mapr di Santo Idelfmfd^ 
the grandei^ edifice in Alcaia. It coor 
fifts of three large court yards. T^e firft , 
is thebeft of the three, as it is fujrrounded 
by thfee; high porticos, ope ovfr th?t 
other* There would be room enp^h in 
tfeat college for four hundred ftv*4?ott if 
it was irj good order : but it is g^njj i9 
ruift?» lik^ that del Rey^ fp that theif 

tiUtfih^t amounts to no more than fifteen 

' . • ■ ' " . ^- . . . • ' 

jQT fix^teepJ They wear ample gown? an^ 
fquwe cap*, bpth the caps and. gowiw 
-of a faffrpn polour. A knot of them *! 
faw (Eiarndlly .engaged. in 4i%utati9fl^ 
And topjts; entice (hat t^ey i^d^iifg oCth^ 




iLratm tongue ii\ftead of the native/ is 
they do likewife in moft of our Italian 
imivcrfitie* ; ' which is a bad praftice in 
iny opiTiioni as it accuftoms young men 
to fpeak Latin with too great a laxity, 
^nd unclailically. 

The two friars, and I crofied the three 
pOurt*yards, and paflcd by another col-* 
lege called <fc Santo Augufiin^ which in 
a very little time will be nothing but a 
heap of rubbilh. Near it tliere is that of 
iSan Xomafo^ defer ted like wife, and tum- 
bling to pieces. " In this college as tra- 
dition informs us, was the great 
cardinal Ximenes educated (faid one 
;of the friars,) and when he came to be 
f^ archbifhop of Toledo, this univerfity 
flourifhed greatly under his powerful 
proteflion j but you fee in what a con- 
?J dition a few ages have reduced it 1 
*f We had here ten thoufand fludents in 
^f his time, ahd fcarce a hundred are now 
^* left. Long wars, ignorance, and Sa- 
^ lamanca> have robbed this town of its 

3 ftu- 
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^ ftudints, and Afedrid of our nobtlttj 
^*' and gentty ; ib tb^ Akali, once the 
^^^ moft giorious town in CaftHe, i$ now 
i^^ one of the poor^ft in the kingdom T 1 
^- Thus difcottrfing.we went to the C^^ 
fegio de Mdhngay fonneiiy a larger edifice 
than tvtnJSan Idelf>bonfo*s. It contained 
once four or five court^yards with ♦ no- 
Me porticos round each ; but is now in 
the fame condition with thofc of San ^o^ 
mafi and del Rey, or woife. The bcft part 
of its walls is fallen into its cellars^ and 
numberlefs fpidcrs form their webs in the 
clefts of the broken fteps of its principal 
ftair-cafe. In former times there has been 
iroom in it for about a thoufand ftudeats. 
At preftnt only one fmall corner of it is 
fehabitfed by half a dozen. 

I would fain have feen the reft ofthef^ 
tiJfmal colleges, efpecially that called the 
t&v}^, in which nobody is admitted n^Q:^ 
ifent, ekcept he l^ a native ol Ireland 
^'<5reat Bri«Win, and a catholic : :: but 
iiight ^caftie joni^^ ib^ that I was fcwrccdj tp 
V^ ^'^ 4 part 
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pBkxurnipmy with mf kind cc«ida£l6r«| 

«id mire to the JPdfoda. The habit of 

ftodents ih moiH umv^fiticis U bla«k § 

but in this each college is diftingilhed 

%j -a particciiar cdbur . That of the Iriih 

is green, ^nd their number has not 

amounted to a full do2en. theie man J 

years, as the friars told me« Theyg?^ 

nerally enter into orders when of a. proj- 

per age, and then go back to th^r coua^ 

try as miflionaries, and there endeavour 

to make converts to the Roman church* 

Out of nineteen or twenty colleges in this 

univeriity, two thirds are abfolutely unini^ 

baHtable, and the other third in a mUkr 

rhbU plight. What a ^conditicm for a 

jplate that fo many men formerly ftrove 

to render illuftrious by the cultivatioa 

of learning* The chief caufe of fo 

woefql a dedine, I take to have been the 

want of a permanent income. That 

want rendered it dependant on the royal 

sftiSafmy, and the dependaffMei proved ^ 

jtrecartoosi liiat « very college ^nouklered 

away 
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»way by. degrees, 9ft %hp Kings pf Spairj 
kippentd to findtthjiviiiey wjipte^foldiers 
rather -th^n ichplaifs. 
i Akaluy called Complntum by the Rq^t 
inaus, did not in tl^e fifteenth ceatury 
reckon lefs than fixty thoufand inhabi-r 
tanla, cxglqfivfi of th? miiverfity. ^t pre- 
jfent it contains bwt between four and ^v^ 
ihouiahd, and very fewampngft tb em that 
arc opulent. Por about twenty (hillings 
Iterling, I am told that a m^n may rent 
one of the heft hoyfes in the tqwii^ At 
a diftance it appears . tq great advantage, 
being encompaffed by a oiQoriflv>.wa]l 
that abounds with turret^ like "tokJo,;^ 
many other Spaniih towns. 
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Produ5tiom of forne ^pmifl} prryoinch. '^^f^ 
life of a ThuleUer, JUve-r Nat-es. 'tSt^ 
manufaBory at Guad&la^fara. -^ Pr*€nA 

coo>l^* Her mita in a valley with m 'i^- 

fcriptim on it^ &c. - j . . . . . . 

TMII S morning I got up long.bto- 
: forie day«- breaks and walked lalone 
tD due J^hd df^' Mf^(^ which is iibottit .a ' 

on the diard fiarte of dts-iimvcbrf^ 

At tjisd: ^mE^ T tamed about: ah iiquiii 
Ifittkigbn^ atotlierang flool by a fire .rM/i 
i>ine or t6n muleteers, who had paSSid 
4jae nigbt tfaere^ and wea:^ makiiig im^ 
for Madrid, whatfaeraonongftothlsi'thiags 
they ^cirry Aragonian beef and veaL 

I fouisd by the difcourfe of thefe peo* 
^le^ tiiat the veal and beef eaten ki that 
captal, :are chiefly gotten from j4rafgm: 
the pork from Efiremadura ; tiie mutton 
iand fowls from Ttokdo atfidZi^m $ th^ fea- 
•^, legumes, and fruit from yakncm ; 

the 
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ffie bre^ from' OldCaJliky «Ufd the "ii^Afi 
8U)d cheefe from La Mdncba. T)ie 
greatell p9it6f thefe proviflons beiHg 
^ carried thither by means of mujes^ itt-^ 
coflTant and 4ong are the proceflibiis thUt 
<me (ees of thbfe animals going badrkwa^^s 
and fbrwarda on every road round M|i- 
drid. 

Having warmed myfelf well, as ^ tile 
tnoming proved very cold, and fvvaUowwd 
a couple of frefh eggs, I took my ieaite 
of the muleteers, and went to wait fflJr 
my calefleros at the Vent ode San ^Juan^ 
which is a league diftant from that '^f 
Meco. San Juans was alfo fuH of mnfe^ 
teers bound to and from Madrid. Tbe 
poor fellows live a very hard life, fi^it^ 
after the beads during the day, feedit% 
upon almoft nothing elfe but chick-^s 
and fait fifli three times in the fbor^ aififd 
twenty hours, and flceping at night^^h 
the bare ground in the ftables by the fide 
of their mdlcfs/ ^ach man wraj^ed UJliih 
^ Maritai m mule- cover ingi Willi a psde- 

faddl« 
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Jhs far howgyjBr a.s I have had opp9r^um- 

ti« to, mind them in thipui^uni^y^ it 

.lyouJld net be aifi eafy matter to iind a 

more cheairfv^ fct of men >th^n. the $^- 

lufti muleteers. They fcarcely ev^r ap-> 

fiear jiteary 4 and in fpjght; qf .their lp»g 

w^Iks during the day^ they are a)wj^s 

wady to. iall a dancing ^ wherever thdy 

mt^t wklb^ , women at nightt after having 

.i|;i*0^ked. and curried their beafts, arid 

given thf m jtbeir cevada^ or porthn if 

£^^di;firavi*. Nor are . they lefs good- 

^liufopur^ on thcf road, bantering eac^i 

.4?(te ^.f«r ps their wits can go, andftill 

j^fitener, .filing in chorus j which, xoa- 

j|^«j|leK<rcife; renders their vcaces very 

Ili^xUiie, ip that many of them pleafe the 

eac very weU, and very few difguft it, 

ijpi^ their flfyji in fusing ever fo indiflfere^t. 

.r.They look in general very manly, being 

^f< jS. good iiature, andperfedly ijj^ll 

ijimb'd, nor would a painter difdain\j;o 

^»v^ their brown faces, frequently adorp* 

ed 
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ed yf'iih. blat:k ey€-bi^ws, high nofe$ mi 
thick lips, I have fcen tSierti at ^fcif 
viftaals, andenvidd the gciodncfi of th^ * 
ftomachs, thongh far ftom wanting cfmb 
mfitli ever fince I entered Spamv ewept- 
/ ing only the troek that I havt paffed*i"A 
Madrid. Thegreatcft part of tfem diinll 
at a ttieal tnore than I could in liirce daro, 
jior liave they' their ^^f^^ (i&^'i ever empty \ ; 
yetiioneofthem ever gets druidc, ebriety * 
tjemg the vicethat is moft deteftedTsy tlie 
Spaniards both high and low* : ^ — 

Aiont eight o'clock my crfeflferos ' 
Overtook me, and we travelled thrdfe 
leagues farther to Gnadalaxara, a town 
that contains between fix and feven thou^ ^ 
fand inhabitants, as I am told. Aboot ;' 
half .a mile before we reacted/ ife^wfc 
croffed ftlje norfy river T^Iares on ^ "bridge 
of bopt5i|> becaufe that ^f fkonc ^hich' 
was over 4t,t has been broken down..th35 
fortnight parft by a fadden encreale of the 
waiters, . . . . . 

■the ^ 
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I'hc inn tt Gmdalaxara is by liiuch 
the beft that I have as yet feen in Spain ^ 
It is kept by a fat Frenchman, who, be-^ 
iicjte a ibnp and fotiie ragouts^ gave me ^ 
brace of ^xcdlent p^rtridgesi and a fpit«* 
ful of fnall birds for dinner^ While it 
was preparing, I went to fee the cloth ^ 
tnanufa^lory, which, next td that of Se-^ 
govia^ is reckoned to be the grcateft iri 
the kingdom. I counted fevcnty-fouif 
looms all in one room on the ground*- 
door, and feveral more in other rooms 
above-ftairs. The diredor of the manu^ 
f&3)Qry, a very civil Bifcayan^ took m4 
all about the place, explaining every 
thing that wanted explanation* He 
fhowed me various fpecimens df the clothe 
and aiTured me, that about four thoufand 
pieces of it have been yearly miade there 
during thefe three years pafl:^ No cloth 
is n^de there but what isfuperfine i how-^ 
ever, as he faid himfelf, they do not yet 
make it fo tight and durable as the fuper-" 
fine cloth of England; Their fcarl^t is 

VoL.IL O the 
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the moft efteemed j and the Bifcflyail 
pretends that its colour is quite as vivid 
as that of the Gobelins. 

The houfe where this manufafture is,* 
was formerly the palace of a grandec> 
who fold it to the king. The court- 
yard of it is adoined with feveral pe- 
deftrian marble flatues, which will foorf 
tumble from their pedeftals, if nobody 
takes more care of them th?n the di- 
re£lor does. The keeping up of this 
manufafturc cofts his majefty feveral 
thoufand doubloons yearly, that the cloth 
may be fold at a moderate price, which 
could not otherwife be done ; the expencc 
of the workmen being riow too great, a? 
they are almoft all foreigners kept there 
by exorbitant pay. The dire6tor is in 
hopes, that in a few years many of the 
natives will learn the trade ; and then, 
fays be, the manufaflory will not . de- 
pend entirely on the king's munificeftce, 
as it does at prefent. 

The 
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'The French Pofadero told- me at din-* 
her, that during the three following 
days I fhould find no grapes on the road 
to fill my bafket as ufual : yet I had not 
gone a league in the afternoon, but I 
found his information as falfe and ridi-. 
cJulous, as it was unwelcome. Juft a 
league from Guadalaxara there is ^at-d^ 
tena^ a village that looks well at a dif- 
tance, the territory of which is all planted 
with vines. I did not go through th6 
village, but left it on my right hand, and 
about half a mile from it faw an Ermita^ 
(you know not what an Ermita is) that 
had this infcription in large letters pafted 
€>n the door : 

]' El itlujlrijpmo fenor don Juan Francifcd 
Manrique de Lara^ Bravo de Guzman^ Obiffd 
de PJacencia^ concede quarenta dias de indul^ 
gencia a todas las perfonas que rezdren una 
fahe delante de la imagen de nue fir a fenor a di 
el Valkj que fe venera en fu Ermita de la 
Valle de ^aracena. • 

O 2 In 
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" In EngUfli, " "Hjc moft illuJMcm knt 
•^ don John Francis Manrique de hara^ 
** Bravo de Guzman j bijhop ofPlacentid, 
" grants forty days indulgence to every 
" body that Jball recite a (a) faJve hfort 
" the image of our Lady of the Valley^ 
" which is venerated in her hermitage (or 
^* chapel) in the Valley of T'arracenar 

'Yon may poffibly think tha^ this in- 
scription, is too unimportant to deferve 
copying and tranflating. But, befides 
that I muft now make the moft of every 
trifle, if I will fill my nightly letters^ 
having no time to flop for enquiries after 
mighty things, you muft Kkewife confi- 
der, that what appears a trifle to one, 
may not be thought fo by another. You 
will probably not be the only readers 'of 
my itinerary. If you like it, you will be 
glad to have it read by your friends, I 
fliall think of printing it myfelf, if I fiiid 

(x) A Laun Prayer to the Virgin Mary^ which bgffinf 
SaIvI reginam^^r mifericordis. 

. it 
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it appro ve4 by many of them ; and who 
knows but amongfl: thofe that (hall read 
it, feveral may never have known what 
they will learn from this infcription, that 
the biftiops of our church enjoy the ^i*- 
vilegc of, granting forty days indulgence 
to the reciters of afahe before a madoha ? 
Buti ptay, brothers, what do you think the 
moft part of the Greek and Roman in- 
fcriptions, that fill fo many folios in evfer^ 
antiquarian's library ? Unimportant trifles. 
)iike this, in my opinion : yet many of 
the moft learned men in all ages and 
c countries have thought fit to employ a 
coiifiderable gart of their time in colled- 
ing, explaining, arid illuftrating theni^ 
My infcription compared to theirs, has, 
to be • fure, the great difadvantag6 of 
being a modem one; but ftill, I mull: 
endeavour to preferve it, for the fake of 
^lany a ftholar, that ihall conle into the 
world two or three thoufand years hence ; 
ztid who knows but fome future Grahius 
ot Spanbemtus may t^hank rit* for it, arid 

O 3 wifti 
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^ dialogue between a traveller and ffffofsj 
. driver, ^be urbanity of a grandee^ 

The higbeft top iff Spain. Cheap rfnf ^ 

fjotffes, 

Alcolea de! Pina^, 0£l. 17^ 17^91 about Vioqnr 

LAST night I flept at Algora, attd 
would, as ufual, have wntten from 
thence, hadi I found a t^bfe to write 
upon in that forry Fenta. But why do 
J give it the epithet of forry ? The 
marquis de Cajlromonte^ who is fi grandee 
of the firft clafs, lodged there as wel! as 
myfelf ; and a place that affords a lodg^ 
jng to fuch a peribnage and his nvt- 
inerous retinue, ought 'not to bfe called 
ft forry one, ; » 

« 

. Bflt let us proceed with pur cqftomary 
^nfethod, and tell the ftory of yefterday 
jind tp-day wi th d ue regularity* 

Yeftcrday morning, fetting out hy 
Ibreak of t day, - wc . w^nt l:o dine at Gra^ 

janejo, 
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janejoy a fmall village about four leagues 
from Torrfxdy ami faw no kind oi habita- 
tion during thofe four leagues, excepting 
another village called Triquequey which 
ties atfome diftance from the main road. 
But fail you not to ta)ce notice here, that 
I am very punftual in naming all the in- 
habited place$ I fee, and fet down their 
relative diftances with as much exaflncfs 
as travelling will permit, that I may ert- 
.ableygp to form fomefort of idea of the 
populoufnefs of the provinces I am crot 
fing. ^ 

We could have had no dinner at all at 
Grajanejoy ha^i it not been for fome fowb 
ready roafted, that we got from the 
JFrcnichman at Guadalaxara. However, 
we had a large fire, which was as necet 
•fary as the dinner, becaufe the weather 
was very cold, though it had been infup-^ 
portably hot only three days ago at Ma^ 
drid. The reafon <rf this difierence is, 
that fince we left Acala we have been 
^oihg up the great mountains of Aragon. 

The 



[ 202 1 

■ 

The ambient element grows in a man* 
ner colder and colder at every ftep. Frqm 
GrajaneJQ to the Fenta of AIg6ra there are 
four leagues, which I refolved to pace in 
the afternoon, in fpight of a frozen breeze 
that blew from the north* Leaving 
therefore Batifte with the calefleros, I 
catered, an ample foreft, chiefly compofed 
of thofe oaks> the acorns of which have 
a fweet tafle, and I chewed many of them 
by way of alleviating the tedioufnefs of 
my lonely walk. 

Journeying on in this manner I over- 
took a fellow who drove fome afles be- 
fore him, and joined company with him. 
Who are you^ cavalier Oy faid I, and whither 
are you going with thefe ajfes ? 

" Senor cavalleroy faid he, I am a poor 
^^ labourer J and live in the mountains of^ 
" Burgos. I am going to vijit the mila- 
*' grofa nueftra Senora del Pillai^ at Zara- 
** gozza, and thefe aJfes belong to fome caval^ 
** kros^ who were pleafed to give me/Qm-^^ 
" thing for my driving them a^ew leagues*^ 
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^tifyXzidl^wbo isihistnivmnlousLziy 

lof the pillar^ go to pay a vifit to? I 

nm afirang€r\bere^ and newr was in this 

•fiountry before \ Jo IJh^llhe obliged to y<m 

if you will inform. me of her. 

\: " Our Lady of the Pillar y anfwered the 

** man, is a famous image morjhippedin u 

^* great church at Zaragt^za. She is as 

** much ^^^»7^^ throughout the world (fin 

" todo €l mxixxdowas the eicpreffion} as 

^* thofe £/^ Gaudeloqpe and Monferrate, 

^' becaufejhe is quite as miraculous as they^ 

** if not more^ ^ 

jind are you paid^ faid \, for going to pay 
her a vifit fo far as the mountains of Burgos 
to Zdragozza f 

^f Paidyfry faid the fellow, quit fur- 
^* prized at my queftion. Paid? And 
** wbojhould pay me for it ? Nobody goes 
** to 'oift a nuefra Senorafor payV . 

^his is what I did not know, faid I. 

Butjlilly what is your motive for goi^g fo 

hng a journey a-footy and not atfiply fup^ 

plied with money y as you gave mereafonto 

, think. 



I 



[ 204 ] 



' ^ I g&^ laid he, becaufe I made a wv 

^J^ff^fif ^^^ if ^^^ y^ ^^^ ^ batcbi^ 
kty and. have mhedy at botne tv tnind^finct 

joucbufe tofirclljofar. 

" Excufe mt^ faid he ; hat I have a 

•* ^ije and three children J' 

^- Very welh faid 1} I am glad to beuryok 

,baw a family^ But v)bo takes care ej thefn 

*MgAile you are upon this errand ?** 

y •« Nueftra Sensra del Pillar, faid he, 

will take care of ibem, and fend tbeih 

fome elemofnita (fmall alms) to fupport 
^ ibemftlves during my abfenceJ* 

Some elemofnita, friend! have they 
nothing elfe to rely upon, but the alms that 
the holy Lady is to fend them ? 

" Nothing elfe, indeed, faid he 5 foir %e 
«« are very poor.'* 

But pray, my good man, 'would it not 
have been better for you to ^ay at home, and 
W0*ifor their bread and yours, rather than 
to abandon them to the chance of an ekraoi^ 
nita? 
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' *^ S/r, iaid he, J ^^^ joUr pardon for" 
** faying y that you foreigners do not mder^" 
^^ fiund^ r^igwn jir^efl as we. f havf^^ 
^1 ^heard it faid oiice^ i^ a^newrend perjin^, 
that foreigners prefer their itOerefi ^ 
their religion y and that nae prefer our r^^ 
ligim to our interft. I fhaU never fot^\ 
^^ get that faying^ jindmvji I net tldnk 
^^ofmy religion before I think ofmyfaml^M 
<^ heing as I am, a chriftianQ viejo? Mu0' 
^^ lije not accomplifh our voiws 'when wt 
** have made them #" 

The argument of my oiddtrijiian wa> 
too ftrong for me to reply. Thoreforej 
putting fome quartillos into his hand, I 
wifhed him a good journey to hts iHiid^ 
grofa Senora^ and ilackened my paec# 
The cakfleros overtook me, and we 
reached the Fenta juft as the fun was go- 
ing down. 

- Sir, faid the Ventero, I am forry I haw 
not the leaft room for you, as the whole 
houfe is tajken up by. a grandw, who i* 
juftarrived. 
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This grandee was the marquis of 
Caftromontej already mentioned. He is 
'on his return from Venice, where he 
has been ambaffador fome years. He 
travels with a confiderable number of 
fervants, and fends a courier before, tcJ 
befpesfk the Veritas and the Pofadas 
wherever he is to pafs a night. It was 
now too late for me to think of advanc- 
ing- further to the next pofada. What 
could I do in fuch a fituation? I took 
my refolution in an inftant, and anfwered 
the VentirOy that I would make a fhift to 
fleep in the ftable on my ftraw bag, if it' 
was not poffible to get a room. 

While I was talking with the mart, 
the jnarquis came to the door, and, guefl^* 
ing at the fubjeft of our difcourfe, ap-^ 
proached me courteoufly, and afkcd me^ 
what countryman I was. I told him my 
ctountry, together with my prefentdif- 
trefs. We muft manage better, faid he 
to the Venter 0^ than to fend this gentle- 
man to fleep in the ftable. Let me fee, 

Vedrilh 
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Pedrilk (fpeaking to. one of his men) 
what room have you got ? That next> 
your excellency^ faid PedriUo. Well,fliy ' 
lad, (replied his excellency) thou muft 
have patience for one^ night, and accom- 
modate this ftranger with thjr room, t 
(hall take care of niyfelf, faid PedriUo in 
. very good humour, and there is room 
enough in the ftable. 

My lodging being thus luckily fettled, 
I entered the Vent a with the marquis, 
who politely forced me to fit with him 
by the kitchen fire-fide, toge;ther with 
his fervants and feveral muletteiers, .and 
infifted upon my partaking of his fiipper, 
which was drefllng at the fame fire. It 
was fct before us two hours after, and 
proved as fumptuous as any that was ever 
eaten in fo poor a place. You may well 
think that we were not wanting in chit* 
chat during the time. We talked of. 
Venice, Madrid, and London, till mid- 
night, and he^feeraed as much pleafed with, 
my loquacity, as I was pleafed with hiis 

afFabilify. 
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Hl&bilitv. Had he been fo referved and 

' ' ' . . ' ' 

J)roud as the Spanish nobility are con^ 
ftantly rcprefented hi French romances 
and Italbn farces, I (hould have palled 
but a very indifferent night by ibme 
vule, horfe, or atfs. In our long. conver« 
iation we lamented the narrownefs, in«^ 
convenieiKe, and wretchednefs of the 
Spanifh Veritas and Pofadas i but he in- 
formed roe^ that a fcheme had been 
thought on in Madrid^ to render thofe on 
the principal roads better, by inviting 
ftrangers to keep them. Hovsr this will 
be contrived* 1 don't know j but it will 
certainly not be an eafy matter to have 
good inns in a country fo little vifited by 
travellers as this is. 

A loon. as I got up this morning, I bid 
fiaiifteto make amende to honeft Pedrilb 
for the trouble I had caufed him \ but 
.Pedrilh has- a foul, and dcfired Batifte to 
keep for himfelf what I intended for 
hidi. 

I 
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I iiiufl: not forget to fay, that laft nigHt 
1 faw a Moorifh caftle, built on the top of 
k. hill; ndt far from the fuenth of Algird. 
Inhere is never aii end of Moorifti caftlei 
in this region ; but I could f^are no timid 
to go and give a look to the. ruins of that, 
k6 the days are (hortehing apace, and we 
muft tiovV travel fomewhat fafter tharl 
tifual, that we may not rfiach the jiofedaS 
too late at night. * 

It is now near nooii, and we have ail- 
ready gone four leagues. Alput an houf 
&go we mounted a rugged (teep, where 
my chaife was feveral timds in danger of 
being overturned, and came to this nli- 
ferable village of AlcoUa^ which the Spa*i 
liiards believed to be the lugheft placd 
in this kingdom. They affirm, that thd 
hlgheft top in the Pireneans is a mild 
lower than this, and aim alftioft difpofed 
to believe them, when I iorifider that wd 
have been infenfibly afcending thefe three' 
days, and during no lefs than four a;nd 
twenty leagffes. 

Vol. hi. P A 
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A Postscript from Maranchn at night. 
Coming down a fteep and broken Foad 
from AlcoUuy wc reached this place at 
fun-fet. The pofada, where we intend- 
ed to alight, \yas fo crowded with mulet- 
teers and other people, that the landlord 
had no room to fpare us : but, as this is 
a village, and not a venta, it was not dif* 
ficult to find a lodging in a peasant's 
houfe. A large number of women of 
all ages, environed me as I alighted, 
'wanting me to buy bread, fowls, pigeons, 
game» eggs, and other eatables, of which 
each of them had her bafket full. The 
hoqfe, in which I have taken up my 
quartern for the night, is perhaps the beft 
edifice in the place, as it confifts of feven 
rooms I for which the landlord tells me, 
that he pays but four pefos duros rent, 
fomething lefs than twenty Jhilling^ a year. 
At this rate faid I to myfelf, I (hould be 
but a very poor lord, if I was the lord of 
Maranchon. The village confifts of about 
two hundred houfes, and lu: would be 

but 
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Imt; indi^rently rich, th^t was the pi^ 
prietor of them ail. ConSder then hdv^ 
poor the occupiers of thefe houfes muft bei 
tfacgrisateft part of whom are not even ma* 
fters of that in which each of them lives* 
Yet thefe people l^c^ much better than 
the>.bihabitant« of aU the villages I left,be« 
hin4 me : the women. efpecially^ appeaiif 
very clean* They tie their tveSki with 
&lk ribbonds, have filver rings to theit 
. ears,: and filVer crofles to their necks* 
Theii). chief trade conitfts in bringing up 
fowls mid pigeons^ 9nd th«re is not amu^ 
lettcer or caleffero that comes this way^ 
but makes an ample pr oviiion of them» 
to fell them again in the neighbouring 
towns. Thefe women are very happy 
when they can fell a couble of large fowls 
to a traveller for three- pence Englifh, and 
a dozen of eggs for a penny : I have had 
a fuppcr to-night that would have luffi* 
ced fix people, and my bed, as well a^ Ba-^ 
^|^'s,»4j:e fexclufive of Madrid) the foft-» 
^ and beft?9fet we have as yet l^gid lince 

Pa we 
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we left Li£bon : yet the whole reckoning; 
&mountsnot to a (hilling. I was told in 
Madrid, that the duke of Medina Celi is 
proprietor of near four hundred villages 
inOldCaftile. If this is true, they muft be 
much worfe than Maranchon, ais his in- 
come amounts only to fixty thoufand 
pounds fterling, two«thirds of which arife 
from lands, mills, and other tenemddts 
in other parts of Spain. Was he pofief- 
fed of as many villages within two hunt 
dred miles round London, he would xin-- 
doul^edly be richer than all his brother 
grandees put together ;* fuch^ is the diffe- 
rence between acountry that is commer^ 
icial, and one that is not. 
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LETT E R. LXiV. 

Good accounts not to be written from, fmall 
places. Idti/lrious > country - nvomeni. 
Some extempore fngin^. Nofucb thing 
among the Arabs. 

T!S H E ftory of this day \% fo very 
fhort, that it might be difpatched 
in half a dozen lines, if I had a mind to 
it ^ but the habit of fcribbling at night is 
now become fo ftrong, that I muft bet at 
it, whether I have a fubjeft or not, and 
muft tell not only what I have heard or 
feen during the day, but even fome part 
of what I have thought : bear it there- 
fore with patience^ brothers, fhould any 
of my future letters prove too fcanty of 
materials^ or fhould words in a good mea« 
fure fupply the place of fadls. You 
would be unreafonable to expe£t from 
vental5, villages, and petty towns, fuch ac- 
r P 3 counts 
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counts as thofe I have penned from Ma« 

drid. 

» 

The further I advance into Arragon, 
the better I find the inhabitants in many 
rcfpefts. From Alcala to this place I have 
not yet feen one of thofe difguftftil female 
beggars, who go about Eftremadura 
with an image in •their hands, and 
force you to kifs it whether you like it 
or not. Many were the women who en- 
circled my chaife to-day ztBitrbazil^ 
^erra MoHna^ and Poncha ; but, inftead 
of begging, they o^ered to fell us baikets 
of fowls, pigeons, partridges, thrufhes, 
eggs*, cabbages, onions, garlick, honey, 
grapes, and other eatables. Tk^ baik^ 
they held hanging on their left artns, 
that they might employ th^ir hands in 
ipinning, which they continued to do 
even while they were talking, as if afraid 
pf lofing time» I never faw a fet of 
fountry-womea that I liked blotter/ 
iVloft of them were habited in ftxnrfe 

woolen 
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wollen ftufF, but both old and young 
looked very neat. The old vfottmonte^ 
rasy or woollen caps.', but the young had 
their heads bare; They tie their hair oh 
thehigheft part of the head, and let it 
fall down their backs, divided in tveo 
treiles. Many had filver buckles to their 
lhoes,befides their fijiver ear-rings and heck- 
croffes. I complimented two or three of 
the prettieft, on theit beauty and their 
neatnefs, and my notice was received 
vyith a curtefy and a fmile. 

We dined at Terra Molina, and came 
to pafs the night in this village of Ttor^ 
tuira, which deferves the appellation of a 
market-town. As I alighted, 1 heard 
guittarifts playing as they were going 
along the ftreet followed by a croud. 
Impelled by my ufual curiofity, I joined 
that croud, and flopped with them under 
- the window of a muchacha muy guapa, as 
I underftood upon enquiry. The two 
fellows who drew us after them, begaii 
to fing extempore, the praifes of the 
p P 4 • handfome 
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Imdfome^ nmiden^ and faid fo much o£ ber 
Ijeauty and virtue, thdt they, could nat 
fa^y mpreifih^hadbeen a compoiition be* 
twecn Veiws^^sud San£ta Therefa. Yet 
their e^caggegaticxtis had npX' i^vc^ enouglj 
tp fnduce \^v to cpnje to the window, be- 
c^ufe fhe was apt at hoqie, as one of the 
|>y-ftahdeos hx^mofOMfly obferved. How- 
ever they went q|l very briikly foj: an 
hour, finging alternately a Seguedilla each, 
(neerlug at e?ich other fometimes ; that 
is, when the affonance or the rhyme -hap- 
pened tp be lanie, or the verfes fomewhat 
fliorter or longer than the metre allowedji 
which r^ifed feyeral laughs. 

I cannot indeed fay ipuch in favovr of 
the vprfification of the two bards, nor did ' 
I expefl: many poetical images fron^ ruf- 
ticks, who probably cannot read. Yet 
there yyas a warpath of fentiment and ra- 
pidity of expreffipn in almofl: every 5^- 
guedilla^ that ggve me reafon to be fufRr 
f ieiitly ajftoniihed at their powers. 
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I own , brothers, that I am Hot a Utt]^ 
proud when I think I am probably th^ 
lirft traveller who took notice . of thi^ 
peculiarity of cxtempory-finging in thef^ 
p^gions. Whether the Greeks and Ro- 
mans fung thus, or not, I have not ^ra- 
dition enough to afcertain. 3ut there 
is a paffage m Homer, and one iqi 
yirgil, that lead us to think their re- 
fpeftive countrymen were not perfeft 
grangers to this cuftom. Homer intro-* 
duces the poet Phemias to fing extem- 
pore at the table of Penelope*s fuitors ^ 
^nd though the verfes fung by Phemias 
are compofed by Homer, yet Hombj: 
would not (I think) have produced an 

► ' • 

extempore-finger in the Odyfley, if the 
cuftom of unpremeditated finging had 
jiot been pra6lifed in Greece, Then 
Virgil gives us the dialogue of tWQ 
fhepherds : 

Arcades ambo^ 
Bt cant are pares , & rej^ondere parati i 
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^xnd Aeif being hti ready to anfmery in- 
dicates, or feems to indicate, that the 
ipYaftice of fmging extempore was not 
unknown to the ancient Romans. 

' Whether we can infer froqi thefe two 
paffages that the Romans and Greeks 
were addifted to this pleafing exercife of 
the mental powers, I dare not take upoji 
mc to decide ; but 'it is fure, that neither 
the French nor the English (the twa 
mpft polilhed nations of the age) have 
this praftice ; and I do not recollect any 
"account of any other people, ancient or 
modern, that had it. Yet it cannot be 
prefuraed that tlie Spanifh and Italian 
are the two only nations endowed with 

imaginations fufficiently fiery, as to pof- 

« 

lefs this gift excliifively of all other na- 
tions. There are, poflibly, many more 
that do, or have done the fame ; but 
which they are, or where, we know vtCtr, 
or, to fpeak more properly, I know not,- 
1 orilv know that I read the article 
thiough in Cqfiris'^ Catalogue of the 



» 
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Ariabk Poeto; but tcmid find neltfatr 
trace nor hint that the Arabs had this 
|u-a6):ice, though the Arabs feem to have 
been as poetical a breed as ever exifted« 

It is needlefs to tell you, that after 
flipper lye have had an hour of dancings 
I forbear to tell you this whenever ithap* 
pens, fnerely to avoid repetition^ 
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LETTER LXV. 

/ 

Many rmtied caftles^ and why. A Frend> 
pilgrim. Abjurd nvafte of wax. A 
Sfanijh Eunucb. 

Daroca, 061. 19, vj€%, 

AT the diftance of 9 league from 
I'ortuera^ we croiled this morn- 
ing a village called Embid^ where I took 
notice of a ca Ale in ruins on a neigh- 
bouring hill. The Spanifh vulgar be-- 
ftow the appellation of Moorijh to every 
luined caftle in the kingdom : but the 
l^pire of the Moriicos was not of long 

duration^ 
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dpration^ either in Arogah or Cataloma > 
there^re, it is not eafily to be fuppofed, 
that they could or would ere£fc fuch a 
number of large buildings, as is to be 
feen throughout thefe two provinces, i 
Then many of the ruins tbemfelves he- 
tray a tafte of archite£ture much unlike 
that of the Morifcos ^ therefore it is not . 
improbable but that the greateft part of 
thofe cailles were nothing more than the 
hou(es belonging to the ancient nobility 
and richer gentry, who formerly did not , 
uie to live conftantly in great towns^ as it 
is the univerfal cuftom at this prefent 
time* 

From Etnbid to UfSd where we dined, 
there arc three leagues. The interme- 
diate country looks extremely fertile, and 
is full of trees of various kinds. 

Mere chance apprifed me to-day that 

the Spaniards do not eat meagre on Sa^ 

' turdays, as we do in Italy, though the r€-» 

ligion of both countries is^ the fame. I 

do not know the reafon of this d^^v^ 

ence; 



cnce; butfuppofe that it is caufed by . 
the fearcity of fifti in the inner provinces 
of this kingdom > too diftant ftom the (ea; . 
and not abounding in rivers. I wonder 
I did not take notite of this peculiarity 
during my.ftay inlWadrid. I fee by this 
overfight that I am guilty of inattention^ 
as well as all other travellers. 

Strolling about the town of Vfid while 
dinner was preparing, I met with ,d 
Frenchman in* the habit of a pilgrim, 
and afked him to dine. He accepted of 
the invitation, and gave me an account 
of his long rambles through Spain and 
Italy, Being crofled in love by his fa- 
ther, an apothecary at Bourdeaux, he ran 
away from home, and has led a moft er- 
ratic life thefe five or fix years, fcarcely 
ever flaying a whole day in one place; 
Not being aware that he was talking to 
an Italian, he gave me but a very indif- 
ferent account of the charity of bur 
friars, to whom pilgrims have a pre- 
feriptive right to apply for food when 

prefled 
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pref^by hunger. Our Italian pilgrimii 
m lbs opinioii> are Hkewtfe a hateful 
race; aod he aflCured me, from h-is own 
fcpeated- experience^ that nine in ten wcc 
mere vagabonds and' thieves ; whieb i& 
not tht cafe with thofe in Spstin, where 
people of forae canfideration> and Ibme* 
times gentlemen, undertake to go a pil-* 
l^itQtage to Loretto aiid Rdme^ impelled 
by motives of devotion* 

Ashe is but:a young maa^ lendea- 
voArcd to perfuade him to r^tum to hia 
father, and prociare a pardon for bis de-* 
fertion,. which may probably bd eafily 
obtained after fa long an abfeace; but 
be ia abfolutely refoived to go on in his 
pfcfent way of Kfe, and waih from fane** 
tuary to fenfhiary for ever, without eivec 
jgoingo^ of this kingdom, wbcre alms 
ire feMom, dented to pilgrims^ at coftvcntft 
aad by tlic country people. You haw 
heard tliat Spain ia not wantiisg iniiuac- 
tbariea, »id be has vifitcdthem all feveral 
^mesf ali^^y. He tcidmea gceat iMiHy 
' ■ ' '-y- ' ' things 
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things of San TagO'Je CompsfieUa in.Oa- 
licia, and oi.NueJira Swora d^ Monffrrdte 
in Cataloijia* that would be worth ?c* 
lating s but" I apprehend that hi§ . apr 
counts are inaccurate, . and I will n^ 
enter into long details upon the bare 
word of a ftjroUer, of whpm I know no- 
things As he feemed to have fome foi;t 
of* fchool-e(|acation, I advifed him to 
keep an. account of his rapibles, and was 
going to give him fuch direftions as I, 
thinlf proper on fuch a fubjeft; but he 
lias no w* been fo long without handling a 
pea, that be cajinot ufe it with facility ; 
and I doi^'t queftion but he will foon lo£b 
the power x)f writing, having been veiy 
flpw in . writing a fenfen<;e with my 
pencil. I would give, much for an ex«» 
aft journal of fuch a rambler; and am 
fure it would prove very entertaining, 
was it dpw with any degree of (kill. He 
travels oi^ leifurely^ begging his way, 
^nd relying mtirely upon the chance oC • 
.people's charity. But fince ah alms as 

4 oafily 
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cafily p^t^ir^ed in this .countiju, I:woikde£ ; 
ihat the ntimber of pilgrirfts is-.>najl.l 
greater* t|iis being the k^tjr.on^tthaill 
have as yet feert ift Spairf. - ./ : ■■^«.\'^*\ 

A kagilc on^this fide. Wf^ti yv^icrolfeAo 
a village called Sofif^dt wha.cb»' l^e. BiMw 
//</, hasa ruined caffle 01^ ftifntig^bfteutt**!-} 
ing eminence. Going fl^UI oBiwsirds. |in4 .v 
bth^r kagufe, we found outfelvcs onmfcq 
ifaminit of a mountdfi, whejrtwfc iiBd.rf 
ftrah before . t s a wide profytd: » «£• i»m 
greit hvlmber' of barren hil!s/gi4dWa*^y-c 
nfHig.Qne behind another, trhetmtkni 
alighted, and, quitting my:caIcffcrcS| anA4 
the great road, walked along a {tiortett-^iU 
ing p4th to the tdw'R of l^drocB^ whieU .1 
lics^^^jt bottpm of a ntoft bcafltiful .,tHjk: :r 
ley;. 'A'fiTWiU river that rmis by i(i fi^ike;; 
liz^'it greatly, and renders it Ji deligbt^yil 
ful;fp^t. wThiJlamifcape.rauhd tbcto\«W;>b 
IS f leafingly diyerfified by rocky difff/ 5,1 
fore^ of which are very high* Zuceat^IH^ui} 
fawfjf uf peitciJ Tievcr dr^w' any dang ffi*-* « 



perior td the romantic tttviriwis of 

'Havinj^ waited tialf an hodr at the 
Pafada for the arrival of my people, and 
oifdcred fuppcr,; I went to Tec the to^, 
which is but little, yet not iil-built I 
entered % chuith, in which a benediftion 
was juft going to be given. Its princi- 
pal altar was-'tightcd with at leaft three 
hundred tapers j and a numerous band of 
mnficians from the organ-place filled the 
air with harmony, both vocal and ihftru- 
mditaL I fee that the Spaniards are no 
better oeconomifts than the Italians in 
"the article oi illuminations in churches* 
LiUe us, they wafte more wax in them 
than the country can afford; fo |hat, like 
us, they are obliged to procure a good deal 
from foreign parts. I have long won^^ 
dcred at our Italian governments, that 
never would fupprefs, or at lead reftrain 
this idle exp^ce of ours« But this is 
not the only inftance of abfurd admini^ 
ilration araotigft us and the Spaniards. 
Vol. IIL Q^ At 
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At the abovebenediflion I heard an 
eunuch fing, and afkcd a by-ftander 
whether he was an Italian or a ^panitird. 
Arragonh comoyo (an Arragonian lik^ my^ 
felf) was the laconick anfwer; BjJt pray 
replied I, have you alfo the haadfome 
cuftom here that . they Jiave in It^ly, of 
mutilating children to make rauficians ? 
We have no fuch cuftom, anfwered 
the man. This finger, they fay^^was a 
poor hoy that fufFered caftration if* an 
hofpital at Zaragozza in conTequence.of 
Ibme diiVemper : This gave him bis fine 
voice, and, his voice obtained him pat^rocs *> 
and as he has turned prieft, our biihc^ 
has procured him a good chapkin(hip ia 
this town. He is a Lwnciadoy:«b}d: con- 
defcends jTpmetimes to fing in chmx^hes 
on Feft;val?day5. 
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LETTER LXVL 

Barren cmniry. Shrubs that Jerve for fuel. 
A Pochero.' A lonelj place, ^riglijh 
• and Spanijh dogs. A plant of thyrke 
plucked up, and ivhy. DVn t)ieg6 and 
Ms little ^daughter. Garnache, an ex- 
tellent wifte^ ^ • 
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I Begin %t} be afhafned of the repfti- 
tiqft J yet I canaot help fajf^ingy that 
cloft to the village of RetafcoHy' ^d b, 
ieagioe from tlSe town of Daf-ota^ there 
is dn an eimhe»£b a e^ilh moi^ijho y that 
jj^; another caftle gone Entirely to rums* 

During that league and the tv«> fol- 
lowing, to a knot of pdot houfes/ called 
Maindr^ the ftiorc yoti adt^anOi, the 
ftibre barren the land appears ; but from 
Mainar t6 the venta de San Martin (ano- 
ther kague) thte eodntry is quite a defart 
i that produces nothing, ekcq|>|: rofeHiary, 
fpik^j thymci and other fuch fhrubs, 

Qj5 which 



•t-^^ann^'ist ottt th»& morniog. .^isife 
lipum - befcas m^ . c^kflerofi, I ; feachsd 

beeiiiglad to£nd a h^d to dhrow my&lf 
oa for a^cojQ^ of houraiiii^tdlhehQilie 
is^finaD, ahd every room in khad^bcon 
tak^i lip < by a gemkmao: . called D$n 
J^iigo Jda^mzy who whbhis lady aiid 
ferttfafite had reached this pbcb an* Y^smg 
befioreme, in a coach and fiitiomakfia hnr 
: Befides rdl, I ^wanted l&eivtfe ^iMi; 
By good luck the man of ^jthd ti^4i^lkad 
hfo f^ebin f eady ^ that is^^ a OKiilK of 
gar^ares&i^ (ciick^peasj boiled to a^pap 
lii oft> and feeUbned with gaflick,^ Bniqte» 
and ptf^per, befidid < am atnptfe . dtAi,^^ 
£Edt-fifii41lb< fried in oil,, as buttcD-qan^ 
Iwt^hftbi^ixroduce of this gravelly timb 
' tfeU tcr^wiih * the ti^ii/^i^ aind hb famUjii 
AukI netep^eat iwith a keener appdbifaB^ 
iiaiymg' walkedjfuU fixteen laciile^' hi/id^ 
tbaaii&w<^h(»iii8w In l^udon I fboaH 
--> fcarcely 
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fc^rcely have ffiflered mf dq^ to eat of 
fuch a dinner ; but in fuch a places a* 
tla^ke/jfakii^San Martini z nian imiAinot 
be- too^ delicaice { bdidn rthat a wal^k of 
fi»teeii mildslin a^cool nKarmiigy waU 
iiialiLe^ one diink that any fockt has. Atk 

adn)itab£& ^relifli; However; : to aaks 
atmbda for the ftrange vidiiuds, f ke>irf;8i- 
W^d's wife produced .a ///^orji^mriai^ 
fiatt of a moft e)^ellen,t Catmia wine; 
and I fuclodl ottt at the xockr! fo m&sn 
and ib kii»dlyi that my.fpimsjuiere 4a^ 
tireiy reeruited, and mv wt^ndi forgot 
hi half an hour*. . ^ L^ . .1 

io Haying thus diided, I went otit of tebue: 
^MT^i which lies at the.foot Qf*ailotn}r.; 
hall* The afcnut of it, meafured by. this 
^e, may beabout.haif a sifile. :. A £t of 
eoribfity &lzed ime to know.hdw l&c 
do^try looked from th&luminiii ^ of that 
ii^ll} and without lofing.a manMnt im 
dehiberatlan I went up theiiafccmt^.whkh 
proved fteeper than 1 thoi^i^it.a^a daf^ 
^[Mfoe,^ and pretty fatiguing^ bocauii)^ of 

0^3 ^h« 
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the loofeneis and friiallners of the ftones 
on which I walked : yet I did not turn 
bapk, and in about half an hour I wai 
where I wanted to be; that is, on its' 
highefl; part, from which I could fee 
nothing but other fmall hills^ lying one 
behind the other, all barren, all defo- 
late, all filent. No houfe, no habitation 
could I ^ifcover from thence^ except the 
^nta beneath. Nothing but an eiC"* 
panded wildernefs as far as the' eye could' 
reach. The ground on that fumbit pro- 
duces abfolutely nothing but thyme, 
that perhaps nobody ever thought of 
toujching for centuries paft, } plucked 
up a ftalk of it, near as big as my wriAi 
^d put it in my^ pocket, with ail intsh^' 
tion I iSiall tell you. by* and hy^ 
..Whiicil was going up that hffl, '% 
^y'd a large flock of iheepat ibm^^dif^i^ 
tance, and changing my direction, weht 
towards it, having a n>ind to afk th6 
ihepltcr^a ibme few qtieilions : but <Stl€; 
pf themxrled out to m^ not to approach, 

becaufe 
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becaufe his perros were malosy that is,* 
his dogs were wicked. I obey'cf his com-1 
mand,. and continued to go upwarcj's; 
The' Englifti value themfelves upon the 
ferocity of their dogs, that never will 
let go their hold when they have once 
faff<eacd their teeth in live flefli, were 
you to cut them limb by limb. Yet no 
Englifti dog would be an overmatch fot 
one of thofe that guard the Spanilh flieep, 
as they are fo fierce, that they will not 
only face in fingle combat the biggeft 

f V ' ' 

wolves of the Pyreneans, but ftrangle 
them in a moment, being both ftron^; 
and nimble. I an<ttold that they will lei! 
ajone any paflenger that comes'a-hearf'of 
tiicir flocks, but will attack thofe that 
j*each them from behind, if the fhep-^ 
herds are not ready to interpofe. 
• The rcafon I had for wifhing to talk 
to fome of thofe /hepherds, was to afft 
fonje queftions about their mecp, aria 
the long walks' thtf take With them i 
but they fcemcd in haife to' crofs thc^ 

0^4 defart. 
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W^ hm^ !^ itjiqc^BftB^ jfitffltfrfs 
lead thf^f flc^a (rftmfl^arie^ ,te;;tr*>- 

along J POT; K?^ th^ ,^ jhiig^fig^^t^ny 
prppiytor, q| Jan^d froqn fe:;dc^,£gro- 
y;ded thcy,gfty,fiim a.;<:<frt^n^igf( tjiat 
the. l^w ^^sjbfid. ,Soi9g^fly^ul%ei5«s 

of thofe {h5«p-v|f?iik3 :1:W^»|64 tojoi^ 
|rom the (hepfccrd^, aiid.,t^ei^: cmspcf a^ 
difpofing 9f, their wool^ its^ price, , chi^ 
^^arjkets, aad.fo forth t ^^, rfa.l; jai4 
they were m motion,- and ,tli!OJf . ^Qgfr. 
Wn<Jered niy a,pproajqh^, o;i ;•; ..o.coiq. 
Continuing my progr?fs, ,ppjijar4sj. ai|4 
reaching th^ top of the, hill} J advanfisi 
a little oa a.oarxow. flat that fs t^flM^ 
looked Toiji^d, plucked up the n^entuKifld 
plant> and lopked round agfimapd^Hf^i^ 
on every, fide. After having thu¥ confit. 
dered the awfulnefs of the folitary wU^ 
dernefs, I .fet royfelf dowft or. a.rftp^ft- 

and 
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V^^inski^ Itaife ttbifc.' ^L'cti'itte'fmk hi-. 
«S tij^-lbmtfr^^^i^, iandltry how far my 
?'' %t<akhwtyrftf 'thoughts Willgo." "" ^ 
-• ^9aySftg tbtt lleancdf mf' head upon ' 
my hatktSs, atid fdl a-thinkine. AboUt 
wliat? A |IIigtte'upon mfidbnfh iniagf- 
'DJEltion, that Vfoxdd oflSr iiothihg to me 
%ut th» bifick-eyed Paoltta of Badajok, 
^wonder how flic enttred' liiy thoughts 
ib' iinfeiafoni'bfy ! was 'there nothing effe 
^ thiftls: oni'but a girl, ''t*hom 1 fhall 
probably fee no mbne ? citild J hot think 
W- the earthquake of Li&bn,' bi the 
k^Kii of the tJ6ivcj:fity ii'JtcMS\ 'of tf* 
^g' of Spain;' or fome'' other '^relt 
. thing ? no 1 ' Ptfolita ' got- iri ' 6n'^ fu^deflf, 

Wi'td drive hfer out. " The'llBr^l'Mii^, 
gM '«o get m of heri 'die 4:oifi ' fhe 
f!tigttjffi>d my fltoughta," a^tf iio'bfifief 
iV.iL image 
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image could I, ftibftitute in the placQ*, 
Her: «>bftinacy in keeping thuspoifeffipn 
of ray mindj :m9<^ . me, at lail.qiut^ 
angry I fo that I, flood baftily wpoa.my 
legs, took to my bceJs^ and- ran back to 
tbe.w^/0, at which xr\y caleffcro^^ {wpn 
arrived. . * 

Re-entering the venffiy I rccdieded the 
plant of thyme I had in my pocket; as^ 
taking it out, and wrapping it up! in a* 
white paper, wrpfe thefc worda^ upon it 
by way pf 



Memorandum. 

On the 20th of OBobef^ 1760, 
- ^hh pfant of thyme loas plucked up * hn 
th fiwimit of a barren hiU in the kingdoM * 
of Aragon^ mf far from the Vent a 4e San* 
Martin, by 4 Pfeudo-botahiji of ^ui^in^ 
with an intention to make a prefenf of ft to ' 
the arch -botcmif; John MARSiit, a frd^ 
fijprrin the uni'verfty of Padua. - ' 

I do not doubt but my friend MarfH 
will be pleafed with my prefent, and 

3 g^v^ 
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give, it a place in his ikirtus Jkcus^ as * 
thicker plant of thyme I am pretty fom 
never grevr inTiis garden; 'I hope he will 
give me a couple of ,pine-appl^i in return^ 
and think il a bargaflri. 

Having written my 'infcription, I faw 
I)on Diego handing his lady down the 
^airs, preceded by a woman with his little 
daughter, a very pretty girl aboxit fix 
years oid. ' 

What is your name, my fweet angel, 
faidl. 

My name is Pepina Martinez, anfwer- 
ed the little thing, ' and dropped me oiie 
pf her beftcurtefies. 

yott. arc fo pretty, faid I^ that, I umSt 

giife you a ki&, if you pleafe ; and Iift-» 

* \, 

jng her up in my ara)s,' carried her to 
the coach that waited, and placed her io. 
}ltf Don Diego and his kdy thanked me 
for it, got into the coachi the poftilli^ 
pcis trotted away, and I went to ileep aa 
liouri while my m^I?5 were refreih^ 

ing 
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ing, and i1iy> .calefieros tsat . their rdkiner 

At QM in the afttrndtfn I got' infidritko 
daaifc, and' went om .Domi^ia iMgaq 
tJhe .defart continued j .htjfe^gcring.do^taia- 
wocidy hilU the afpefil of e thsD xouaiflary 
changed quite for the bettcir: / Aboofctwo 
leagues from the mnla *wc xaTdflcdi.thd 
village of Carihena^ flopping only a fiswr 
minutes to:fiH:our horrdcho with a^tine 
c^led giirna6hi^\ which ^ ij; the very bcftiJ 
have^ yet draok in Spain. ^ ThnxQ^p&nf^, 
Q^odHfpe,ha$i!carc^Y any bcttcdl woni^ 
Aqx Canianus^as is fo littlei Jtoovm iiaL ther 
world .: bpt the fm^i territory: thaDiptoM 
duces it^ is^too far inlaiKi; fo^atifiis 
drankrby the inbabitantsand^ by thoJaapjof^ 
calleffeirosii muieteers, and fcwH'avcllcrsr 
that happen topafs thithen . ^ r:: •^rnq 

.Ap.thfi fun was fettingj we t3*meli»i^ 
tpis L^^gdrih and luckilyrhappencdolw 
aiight ; at .thef &ine :pofada .wheircndQiw 
Diegch * Manmzr had^ pult :up. :\ {HcofpgE'dJ 
rge from th^ window: as: I ^lightedf 

cam© 
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came down to me> W^s ^Udn6 ibe ? di% 
again, and rejoiced to hear I was " gdlrig 
to Barcel(ima. We (hdli, ^id bfr,- go a 
paptjof the way togefther, td thtf great joy 
ofP^inas wjiacannot dtafe taMjig of thi 
ncdike you took of her. See, faid I to 
myfeif, fte what it i$ t3o te plcjafed-with 
folks ! they are prefently pleafed y^ith 
you I 

JSoM J^ego told me, that hc^ was for* 
Cermra^ a town in Catalonia^ the king 
having>made \i\m^ €0'tiegidor there. White 
thustalking we faw a pwceffidn "pafs in 
thefireet, follo^^d it, joined with theiti 
tof^&iigl^at^n and A^s^ and efttcred the 
chorchiwitli them. As I (advanced to 
thv bafon in order to gi»ef holy water to 
the cocregidor, arfown that ftood by, dip- 
ping his fingers into the water, fprinkled 
with a fillip fome of it, fir ft in one of mv 
eyes, ;then in the other; An odd ce^ 
i^eitionyi thought I, and not unlike 
that of /the Irifli porters in London/ 
Who when the nia& is over, throw this^ 

holy 
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holy water by handfulls on the comp^tifg 
and ftakl your ckaths when it happens td 
be foul. 

The Htapies and benediction being 
ended, Don Diego and I came out of the 
churchj took a ramble about the tovm ; 
then returned to the Pofada^ where he 
iniifted upon my (haring his fupper with 
himfeif and his lady. Slie is a grave loa* 
tron about forty, and has been a Cama^ 
riff a to our duteltefe of Savoy • PepinahsA 
foft been put to bed before we came in« 
We talked of the Duquefa Infanta daring 
fupper^ and partied company about eleven^ 
the^to Airbed) and 1 to iHj qiiilU : 



,v: 






r 

» F . ■ • 



( 






I 



[2351 ] 



- , , , . . ^ ,, . \ » 1 



: LETTER LXVIL 

Sheep-walks in Spain. A vulgar errw ifl 
Piedmont about mutton: Don Diego^'s 
'manner ojf' travelling. Simplicity of the 
few inbabititnts at Maria, A new ac- 

' quaint d?fCe from Siguenza. A monarches 

^ fuppofed fcbemes. Idknefs of peopVs hopes 

under a new reign. A gate miffed. Two 

catie^als in a fotvn. ^he ugly adventured 

' of Antonio' Perez. Obfervations on im^ 

• perfect rhyming. 



1^ O^iAU ryto* 

Ii;*qld3f:«^ the r^M<?0> that checked imy 
curioiity, apd kept me yeiterda]; from 
appro^chiipgl a flock of Ihe^p; 

Walking, put of Lemg^^et this mntr^ 
ing by breakrOjS day^L.ifie^ with another 
ixxch flock) and preiently entered into 
diicojuric with, one- of th^ fhepheKis thst 
^enTdtdit, but could, not leam nucll ^ 
hiiji> as the dire^ioti;^ i^ir ^dwfney 
was'^uA opi^GiiUe tamine. I had only 

time 
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time to be t<dd, that ^ they tfe irpM 
^' their atarch from the hX&f comHry 
<^ round L^ida in Catalonia t6 liie 
** plains of Andalufia> where they aft to 
^' winter. That they go tlm long jcttr- 
ney backwards and - forwards , every 
yearj at the rate of two, three, and 
even four leagues a day, both men 
and (heep^^ lying every night in the 
open air, except the weather is very 
^' bad } for in that cafe the men will 
*^ form to then^felves a hut of brancl^s^ 
^^ if there are any at hand. That, iwvre 
the fheeptobekeptconftantlyat home, 
and under (belter every night, as it is 

Ik 

^^ tlx cafe with thofe they caH ave/as 
4:afiraj (h(nHe-bred JheepJ their woo! 
would grow coarfe, and die liod^s 
endangered by the rot, which is only 
avoided by frequent diange of cfi* 
mate, and keeping in the open air. 
That the fheep in Aragon and Ai«!a«* 
^* hifia, one with another^ wiS com* 
<< Bonly fell to the butcher for abo«rt 

f * twenty 
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""VAAMtnjfMii^ fikttee.&eip, ^wimn found 
*l5ffp4 • fiwrH 'gtovrn, do generally; yield 
%fmi ^mAo) »ol wool ^ thiBt ii, ^*?(? and 
*^fyw^/ /^««»tlfjt-'^5ite, lefore it is 
*\fl«l«e4,. wfafch' ditmniihes by half 
*%ifitp%.pirjfM kid rendered fit for 
^ Vfek- ' 1liaVfl^«p :will fired »ii nothing 
*S^f)it teniter grafei aiid never touch 
^%fi9iepftar^ ^th^inQ i^ge^ laveAder, and 
''l)c^er i^h-{AaiitB5 (ttcbpt;w!ktn hardly 
" .preifed : bf inabger ^- but that Ihey 
*^«>¥i»illd fo&n pttifli, Ivwc they to live 
^^ iftfi .thifc€\or/f4a»: diys ijjpon fuch an 

T^ teft^ aftide being trdei as I fee- 
ii(Siw..it i% tke CQiiitrary epininu that pre* 
V^]i$ i]|iiy(erfaHy amoAgfcus, with regaM 
to-th^. ibeep in .Savoy and Swittertand^ 
becQQici a o^ere xrulgar error. Y6\t know 
that ^sTf^itttribttte in Piedmont the good 
fi^jmr Af :itittB fiainoyard andSv^ife mutton 
to . 1^ flwep fcedki^ - xxpatt odoriferous 
plmt^i boi^ the ifaiep ia tia^fd-eoiitittm 
Yoit, HI. R cannot 
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cannot be of a different nature fronfithcfe 
of 3pain^ and feed .upon what is loai^d 
by the Spanish (hecp. 

The beauty, of thofe animals is wally 
greater here than either in our country or 
in England. I mean with regard to ih^ir 
fl^eece, whicli.in Spain (hines with a luftre 
fcarcely inferior to that of filk* But here 
the iheep are not fo large as in England^ 
nor is tbpir wodl fo long and bulhy. . 

Like, all ♦ men that , have read much 
poetry in the prime of age» I have cWce 
entertained, very high notions of paflora:! 
happinefsi nor have I forgot the time 
Mrhen I was tempted to run away from 
home, and go to turn fliepherd in the 
iAlps, Thofe notions, indeed, have now 
beeti long effaced : yet i think I could 
willingly take a trip to Andalufia with 
the fhepherds of to-day, was it not for 
that ugly , circumftance of lying ia dn 
0p^ field at night, and feldom under 
iHleHtrc A twelvemonth of fuch a life 
VKj9(Bld X>therwife prove , pleafing enough 

in 
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inrtiy opinion, and afford very etttertain- 
ing fubjeftsf for many letters, a^ number- 
lefs curious obfervations might be the 
' feuit of fuch a peregrination • 

Not being willing to go backvsrards to 
LMgaros :mth' thofe fhcpherds, for the 
fake of further information, Ibid them 
a good journey, and continued my lonely 

* 

Waik. Don Diego's coach foon overtook 
me, As his c^lefleros, or poftillions, call 
them as you lift, drove at a good rate. 
He cried to them to flop, and would have 
me get in with him, ; which I begged 
leave to refufe, as he was already fuffi- 
ciently crouded with his lady, child, and 
two fervants. I wanted then to infpeft 
the country at leifure, befides that the 
: excrcife of walking keeps up my fpirits 
bravely, and proves no lefs delightful 
than falutary. 

Don Diego's way of travelling ieems 
more judicious than min^^ He has 
agreed with his calefferos, that they (hall 
go the ufual journeys, which feldom , 

R 2 exceed 
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exceed eight leagues ; but that they (hall 
trot, inftead of pacing it, as my cakf- 
feros do. By this contrivance he fets 
out much later in the^ morning, and 
reaches the Pofadas at noon and at night 
much earner than I. Had I been ap- 
prifed that this was practicable, I would 
have made the fame bargain with my 
calefferos ; nor would this have inter- 
fered much with my morning and after- 
noon walks, as I could ftill have got into 
my chaife as foon as overtaken by the 
trotting mules, and avoid the languor of 
going a flow pace when^ that is the cafe. 
Thus I fliould have the advantage of 
more time, at night efpedally, to in- 
fpcft the towns and villages where we 
put up, and by rambling about them an 
hour or two longer than I can do at 
prefent, make poffibly fome obfbrvatioa 
worth telling* But complete informa- 
tion of whatever kind is feklom Qbtained 
at once, nor can I now rc6tify the error 
I have committed: through ignoran60> 

3 and 
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and alter the plan of my journey, which 
however is ' tolerably well performed as- 
it is. 

I dined this day at Maria. Don Diego 
and family arrived there near two houra 
before me^. Maria is a village of about 
twenty houfes. It belongs to Count de 
Fuentesy who has fucceeded my friend 
UAbreu z% minifter to the Britifli court. 
The Pofadero could Icarcely believe his 
eyes when I fhowed. him the name of 
iislord in my palTport, and took me for 
a great man, that could fhow a large* 
ftieet of paper figned by his lord's own 
hand* You would have been diverted 
at the notions the fiiiiple folks have at 
Mana^ of the great people at court. 
They border much upon that of the 
good old woman, mentioned by our poet 
B'erni^ wh6 fancied that the pope was 
either a dragon, a mountain, ot a can- 
non. 

.With Don Diego at the Pofada I found 
an- ecclcfiaftick who comes from Sigtu 

R 3 fnza 
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Mttt on iMule-back. The urbamt3r!<rf 
the Conegidor extended to him as weH 
as me, forcirjg us both to partake of Jl 
dinner prepared by his copk. I was n&t 
difpleafcd with the addition of our new 
companion, who proved of 4 chearlul 
difpofition, and a nimble talker, as irideed 
almoft all Spaniards are. Su Reve^ 
rencia (this is pur mode of addrefs- to 
him) is a canon pf the cathedral at Si* 
guenza. Jn confequfcnce of a quarreli 
that he and his brethren have had with, 
their bifhop, he has been forced to quit 
that town with them by an order of the 
court. When they will be recalled is un- 
certain. Mean while our canpn is gding 
to pafs a few months at ^arcekfta witin 
a brother, who has fome military cp^ia^ 
raand there. I fliall therefore have 4^ 
cpmpanion fo far as that tpwn, havkig 
already agreed with him, that his fer-t 
vant, who follows him on foot, fhjfl 
ride on his mule» and he with me in %ht 
chaife. We did fo this afternoon, ^nd \% 

wa5 
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l^s not w^H^ky for-himir^ahAve m^t 

VHt^ ^nt wh^i has.a pJa,ce..^p-jrpfi;e )n, g^ 

Kehicle^ as, ihe- M^eatheri pf wed> un(:;9mT 

lO^iJy hot. ;E vcr iiflce ,1 ;qajjtte4 r4/w//fi, 

t^K;. fun grew wari9:ier ancj; iS^?irFW?!K„ , ap4 

had the can^ be^n. obliged to ride hi§ 

feeail. it wpulf! HQt have h^ea very agcpean- 

fcie, confideri|ig;that he is y^pry » fat. 

o» 1 fhali not, entertain you with the joIt 

lity of o^ur dinner and the repartees of litt 

\h^Pepwo to her CorteJQ. Wje; kfv Maria 

j|t'tw<&, andi^ached this townheftve fi\'^| 

ihq diftan^e, being but two leagues, Xhe 

^^noi?, amongft other things,. infor(i;ied 

me of ithe .m^jafures that the- king i? 

laid tpW; going; to tak?^,thi^t:he m?y put 

hb kingdona in. good order^. ,The,e^r 

pwtation of wool is, fpop tp be prohv- 

jbiledl I ; tb^agih ^ot from the w^hpje ikingr 

^lom^ becaufe that is, n^t yet prgfitip^e } 

Jtmt only from Old Cajiile, /^'\\^vc , manUf 

la^ries are to be fet up ^t the i;pyal 

^Xpence, The great r<;«^48 4rc ^ ta .he 

:«nen<Jpd in inftay places j^ i^Qw/Fenfasan^ 

-^ . R 4 Pofadas 
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P<!fi^St built along theii;). with«^aH hi& of 
€Qnver^imci«s, and forcig^rs. ittvttadUta 
come ov«:/ to fceep tbiqni>. ! Eordgaew 
likewife ane^ to be allured to^^ ietfeb 5Ul 
Sierra Mer^na »; that i$^ m trhe* inomi/baicis 
between Madrid and Cadiz ^ vtiheie ^k«k 
*' villages and towns- are to be hmlt, for 
their reception. It feems that- t\fl& 
mountains, for a confiderable tra6l, bai^c 
been without inhabitants evei^ finee the 
expulfion of the. Morifco'5. Thq king 
is the fole proprietor of thcn»^ and that 
property he is to. fhare amongft the kt-* 
^lers that be is. to invite froin^ abroad, be- 
iides building. houfes for them^ and>furf« 
nilhing them. m<\\^ convesiieiKsies! Sot 
agriculture* All fciences> oontiiiues tb« 
canoij, are greatly, to be cultivated, a]»| 
arts to flourifti vigoroufly, uoder tho 
pow^ful patronage of our niiw.4xwnaro^ 

**'Semethiffg of; this has bsen d$fiefoon,a0erftbi^4^^ 
tbif lettfr, and fame hundjreds of bqufes built in tbofi, ^ 
mcuni0ins j but tb^ foreign Jettler^ <ire atjtt/oeryje^^ ' 
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Such are the hopes that the Mw reigft 
has kindled in the breafts. of the Spa- 
iriafd&j arid I wifli they may not be fruf* 
tratcd. But every new reign in evtry 
coiintry commonly raifes cxpeflarions 
fi^uch greater than the nature of men 
and things will admit. I ant therefore 
afraid that thofe of the Spaniard^ are of 
this, caft) efpeciaUy as tiieir C'li-^ryhAS 
been equally drained of men p^nd money*' 
by their late war in Italy, and too large 
a treafury will be wanting in my oiMnion 
to carry fuch mighty fchemes iato exe-^ 
eution. An economical manageiiicnt ct 
the public revenue, fome reg ilaiions 
about the obfervance of lent and f:^ft- 
days, fome reftraint on the encrea(e of 
friars and nuns, and* other fuch dilpoli- 
ttons talked of at Madrid, migh : pulii^ 
biy be conducive towards a recov^-: 7 ot 
this monarchy, which a long continu- 
ance of bad government has brought be- 
low- its natural mark. But what as eafy 
in fpecplation^ may not prove fo inprac- 
' . tice. 
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tice, and changes are not to be quickly 
brought about. Great works and. .nswr 
entcrprifes require a ftrong fpirit of pert 
feverance, nor is it in the power of. kiflg$^ 
toinfpire their miniflers and agents rwith 
that virtue, let us fuppofe them ever fo 
much poflcffed with it themfelvps, Howw 
cver> I am too ignorant of what i& tranf-r 
a£i:ing in the councils at Madrid^ ;to 
venture upon prognoftics, I am pleafed 
with the fanguine confidence of my new 
acquaintance the canon, arid^ were. I a 
Spaniard, I would endeavour to adopt 
it, bocaufe the dreams of hqpe are tb« 

. moft pleafuig of all dreams, . i 

The approaches to this town q£ Zara^jl 
gozza are extremely fine, particularly 1^ 
this^ time when all the pcafants, both 

^ male and female, are bufy about theith 
vintage. The richnefs of their vineyards 
is fcarcely to be conceived. I never iaw 
fuch an abundance of plump grapes, (p 
beautifully coloured. You know that 

• the vintage- feafon is the moftmerjfy tinjc 

'with 
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Mrhh our country-people; nor is it a fad- 
one vsrith the Aragoman rttfticks, by the 
Itttk of itthflt I have feen to-^iay. Both 
T&m: and women feemed inflamed with 
joy at the fight of their overloaded vines, 
and they furig afnd capered as they went 
along with full bafkets upon their heads. 
Wanting to infpeft the fcene better, 
I quitted the chaife, got on the canon's 
mule, and wiftifuUy caft my eyes before 
a«d round me. Indeed 1 do not recol- 
k6t^ any of our townis that prcfents a 
better appearance, or a more enchanting 
territory than Zaragozza. Its cupolas ' 
and fteeples, the vineyards and number- 
Ipfs trees on every fide, the plain bor- 
dered by mountains, together with the 
brighteft Iky that it is poffible to ima- 
gine, formed a landfcape well deferving^ 
the pencil of a Claude Lorrain. 

Having enjoyed this profpcft a few 
aainutcs, I trotted towards fome foldiers 
who were exercjfmg on my left hand^ 
and foon found myfelf at one of the 

city. 
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€ity-gatc5^ There I topped to wak for 
Tccf adeSkvcaj and wondered at tfacif 
tardlse^, at I ezpcQsod the^r t«oaId be 
there fboa after me. Bat haviag waited 
ia vain a^ full hour^ looking at tbe evx>- 
laocvns of a battalion, and growing i£iip»->: 
ticDt at thdr not coming, I entered the 
gate^ and enquired after the Pofada dd 
ViMrj at which I knew they wauld>pat 
up. A yaong' drunTmcr, whom I fooo 
feond to be an Italian, offered to (how 
iiie the w^y, and the offer was accepted* 
Ali^ting at the Pofada, T found to my 
no.ftnall fnrprife that my people had: 
reached it an hour before, perfectly at. 
a vlofe how to account for my not beingi 
tfeere* We enquired after you at' the 
dtyrgate, faid Batiihi, but the cuftom«^ 
i^en ^ured us that they had ieeti' no^ 
ftich pcrfon go by. And, faid I, thavei 
waited a lon^ hour by the fide of that 
gate, and watched it^ but faw no chaijb 
go in* How can this be ? How did libis' 
happen ? 

Gentlemen, 



[ 2J3 ] 

Gentlemen, faid my countryman the 
dnimmcr, i know very welt h-ow to ac** 
count for this ; and he expiained the 
riddle immediatdy by telling the name 
of the gate^at which I entered. I haiS 
overlooked the nigheft, and went to thc: 
left inftead of going to the rights YoA 
may weH think that my blunder made tlic 
by-ftanders laugh, and that the laughers 
were not on my fidd , 

Having paid my refpefts to Doiia Ma- 
riana, and embraced my litth Cotie^p^ 
Don Diego and I went to fee the Nuefir^ 
Sekora del PilUr, that has been thergreat 
objeft of my afs- driver's peregrination 
ho&i the mountains of Burgos. 

This Nuejira Semra is an image of 
wood, and is called del PiUdr^ becauie 
k flands on a marble pillar lodged in a 
dark fubterrancaft chapel, where it i^ not 
to be looked at, but through a .hole that 
has been made on purpofe in the wall. 

The churdi m which this image is 
placed, is very large, and of a majeftic 

.archie 
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ftCtbitc^uce; but; wants d better iloor, as 
diat which it hds at prefent, is cx)i»p6ftd 
of mouldering bricks, which render^ it 
very dafty. Hie church coi^iitdiiis Ibme 
fpacious chapelsy in which there are altars 
nobly CHrnamented, efpccially with* pic- 
tures. In the middle of the church they 
a^re actually building a kind of a dome 
fupported by columns of red marble^ 
which is found in the quarries of Tdr- 
to&. That marble looks as fine as por- 
phyry,, and a^ Tortofa ilands by the dfiai- 
lide at the mouth of the river £^ra, I 
wonder it is not exported to ioreign 
countries, and more generally kn<!n?m 
than it is. The columqs of the dome 
have their capitab and pedeftals ; of gilt 
bra6. The image and pillar are to be 
removed under the dome when ^ui*e 
finifihed, and there placed on an altar, 
the fore part of which is to be a- ma% 
plate of filver of fix hundred pounds 
weight, if this is not a Spaniih exag- 
Iferaton. 

Zaragozza 
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' 2^afag02Za is perhaps the tmly tdWfi tft 
(Shriflendom that: has two oatbedrifi^. 

. Thfe church ci Nuefira Semra\^one^ 

^and called the new cathedraL The dd 
b an antique edifice, a minute dcfcrip-* 
tion of which would tahe up a volume> 

vfora&ny are the fingular things that it 
contains. I will only mention a wooden 
tirucifix, whofe nails grow once a ytar% 
To what purpofe the crucifix p^forms 
this miracle, I know not. What need 
has it of nails ? Perhaps the parings of 
them were formerly difpofed as relicks 
among the devout. Atprefent they are 
not ; therefore the miracle is performed 
to no purpofe. 

- A number of canons officiate alter- 
rlately fix months in one churchy and fi>i 

' in the other. The common people here 
affirm that the old cathedral was built by 
the Morifcos, and ferved them as chief 
mofque. But fome antiquarians, fay the 
contrary, and that it was a work of the 
chriftians during the reign of thofe fame 

Morifcos, 
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Morifcos, who permitted them a i^ec 
cxercifc of their religipn in manj; parts, 
of Spain, and efpecially in Aragon. Had, 
the Spaniards imitated their cxamplo* 
when they got the tetter of them, .their- 
country would in iail probability JK^^r 
Been more populous: But whetKer it^- 

would have enjoyed the mteftipe pgace 

■ ^ * 

that was procured by their expuUioni is . 
another queftion^ 

As to the image and pillar, the Ara^* 
liians are pofitire, that they were both 
lent down from heaven at the time the 
apoftle San Tago (St. James) was on his 
million in this'part of the world. That 
the image then fpake to th6 apoftle^ and ^ 
encouraged him to preach the gofpel to 
the Spaniards who were then heathens^ 
with a promife that (he would never be . 
removed from Zafagozza as long as th^ 
, world lafted, and would be the conftant 

^ Ml 

*■ ^^ 

proteftrefs of thc&^anifti kingd<Mn in 
general, and of Aragon in particular; . 

Wheth^ * 



V * 
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Whether St. James was ever in Spain,. 
is a point that I fliould not care to flart 
6r contradict on this fide the Pireneans. 
I have read fomewhere that a learned 
Frenchman called Godedu, (andbiftiopof 
Vence, if I am not miftaken) wrote a 
l^ook on purpofe to prove that St. James 
never was in Spain. No Spanifli bifliop 
would dare to do as jmuch in any part of 
this country, though in all probability 
they are all perfuaded that Godeau was 
right. St. James's body refts at Compof^ 
tella in Galicia, and the fanftuary there 
is the fecond in the Romgn Catholick 
world. The firft, you know, is our 
Loretto. 

^ The* devotion of the Aragonians to 
their Nuejira Seonra^ is fo great, that it 
has made them almoft forget another 
patron they have had during many ages. 
I naean the warlike St. George, that was 
alfo revered in former times by the EngUIh 
as protestor of their illand. 

Vol. hi. S As 
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As I am going to-morrow, I cannot 
tell you any particularity of other pub- 
lic or private buildings to be feen heiie, 
ivhich are numerous enough, and fome 

of them deferving notice. . Much lefs 

^ . . '» '^ 

can 1 fpeak of the manners and cuftoms 

' . ' %/ .',.'■* 

of this people, mark their peculiarities, 
and point out their deviations from thofc 
of the people at Madrid, or in other parts 
of Spain. To enter into fuch details 
would require a refidencc of fome months* 
I can only tell you in general, that[ 
fome parts of Zaragozza are very welf 
built ; that feveral of its ftreets are 
ftraight, long, and fpacious, efpedally 
one called el Cofo, where the nobility ancj 
gentry refort in their coaches, on fine 
evenings to take the air, one coach (lowly 
following the other up and down the 
ftreet in a proceflion, as is done on the 
Efplanade at Turin. 

They fay that the number of thefe 
inhabitants amounts to little lefs than 
fixty thoufand. The town is feated on 

the 
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the EbrOy the moft confiderable river in 
Spain, which has two bridges here, one 
of Hone, the other of brick, both very 
well built. By means of the boats on , 
the Ebro, 2aragdzza has an eafy commu-* 
nication with the Mediterranean, which 
is not forty leagues off. The town of 
courfe carries on fome fort of trade. No 
town in this kingdom, except Madrid, 
abounds fo much in nobility and rich 
people, of whom about four hundred 
keep their coaches as I arri told. Yet 
amongft this nobility there are but. few 
grandees, as- they chufe to refide at Ma- 
drid fo long as their incomes will permit 
them to make a^figure there. 

The kingdom of Aragon was re-con- 
quered from the Morifco's by its own 
inhabitants, and cleared of thofe Maho- 
metans before any other of the Spanifh 
provinces. And as no prince in Chriftcn- . 
dom laid then any claim to it,, or, if 
any did, it was difregardcd, the Ara- 
goniang chofe themfelvesa king; as many 

S ' 2 legends 
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legends and romances inform us, rather 
than hiftory, the events of thofe times 
b::ing very 'much involved in obfcurity, 
Inllcad however of making a noble pre- 
fcnt of their kingdom to the jnan whom 
they firft railed to their throne, the Ara- 
gonians impofed fuch conditions upon 
him, that made it fcarce worth accept- 
ing. One of thofe conditions was, that 
his authority fhould be controled by a 
magiftrate called El Jufticia^ whofe 
power was in efFefl much greater thaa 
the royaU On the acceflion of every 
king to the crown, the Jufiicia came to 
(peak thefe words to his mock-majefty 
Nos que valemos tanto como vas, os baze^^ 
tnos nueftro rey y Jchcr^ con talque guarded 
nueftros fucros y libertades : Jino^ no. That 
is, " We who are as good as you, chufe 
** you for our king and lord, on condi- 
" tion that you prote6l our laws and 
" liberties. If not, we chufe you npt."^ 
Let ^. the conditions be ever fo hard> 
few private men will have conftancy to 

refufe 
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rcFufe a kingdom : but fuch a compll- 
ment was too ludicrous and infulting to 
be long fufFered by him who was raifed 
to the higheft ftation, or at leaft by his 
AiccefTors. Mucbos^ fays Quevedo with 
great acutenefs of obfervation, Muchos 
tlenen paciencia parafer humildes^ mientrai 
m tienen j>oder paraferfobervios. *^ Many 
^* will have the patience to fhow hu- 
tiiility . during their inability to fhow 
their pride." This was the cafe with 
the Kings of Aragoh; and would have 
been the cafe with any body elfe^ They 
put up* with that difgraceful form of m- 
ftaliation while they were weak, and 
prote6led tht Juerosy libertad^s. But how 
^ould they cordially do what * /reflelSl- 
ed difhonour upon them, what ren^ 
dcred them contemptible in the eyes of 
all other fovereigns, and what expofed 
them to the laughter of their fubjefts 
In the a£l of afcending the throne? 
Little was tKe acquaintance of the an- 
cient Aragonians with human nature, 

S3 when 
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when they flattered themfelvcs that their 
kings woul4 not fhow as much pride a$ 
themfelves whenever they had power. 
Accordingly as foon a& the kings of Aw* 
gon became ftrong enough forthcpmpo/e, 
they forced their fubjefts to for|?car their 
irreverential coronation-fpeech» and ren- 
dered the will of the Jufticia fubfervient 
to their own. For fome time hpMreirer, 
that magiftraite continued to have ^eat 
authority, becaufe great pp.wers are not 
annihilated in hafte ; and that authority 
flood for feveral ages in the way of the 
king's. But king Philip II. deftroycdit 
totally at one blow upon the following 
occafion. 

Philip, who was one of the proudeft. 
and riidft cruel men that ever difgraced 
human nature, had a fecretary of ftate, cal- 
led Antonio Fere^. This Perez was or- 
dered by Philip to put fecretly to death 
a troublefome agent of his baftard brother 
Don Johi) of Auftria. Perez could pot 
help obeying his mafter's. order, and ac- 

cord* 
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tot^ingly the agirit was miirthereid by 
Hired rtiffians in the ftreeW of Madrid, * 

The atrocious deed being done, the re- 
lations of the agint, who difeovered the 
ferpfetritor of it, perfecuted Perez Before 
the ordinary tribunals of jiiftice/ Per^z 
fdund himfdf ' in a ftrange dilemntsi; as 
iihe kihg oh one hand had ftri€Hy forbid^ 
<leii him ever t6 reveaf that he had ad- 
ed byhiS otder, while on the other his 
fifiaj^fty did not chufe to ftop the ^rofecii- 
ti6h, though h^ could hive done it with a 
fingle word. ' ' 

It would be too prolix to relate the 
hardfhips that l^erez underwent daring a 
trial that lafled feveral years. He was 
tfirowri into prifon, had his goods con- 
flfcatedi and his arms diflocated by the 
f^slck • hbt did the king ever take notice 
of his' fufferings. * He often expoftulated 
by letters with the king, had recourfe to 
is itiajefty's cohfeflbr to prevail on his 
ihfethal h^art to take pity of his tor- 
mefitSi arid free him from his perfecu- 
* ' S 4 tors. 
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^H^^\A^M v#,/ Aftw.. sttW 
y,?ar;s pf;|j5opi;;j%om«^fln<^;tortu^ . ^am 

^V«tf^ ^ welij|ajcq]U3iAtf^, \fi^ ..fejs. ^bpjp 

ilory^ topk;,jhjjp !;^f)5lpr..,l^,p^fiai»m 
The people.pf. ^gragpz;?)^,, whp jinpw^ 
• well as the Jujliciai t^af J?^4^: had a^^ 
by the kind's, expreft 9r<lSf int.the.fylfef- 
fination.of jpo^v Jxjha'g.^gspt,,, fpppop^ed 
of the prQtcftiQn jg^ai^ed^^^iwai Ijg^tJi^ 
chief magiftrate, j^ fieqgfpj^fly. r«fpjs©| • 
to ftand by, i^m j^I;,; all : ,f veiitfv ,^Th<t 
refolutions qf ^i^, Aragoni§n.^ ^xa^^tjed 
the proud monarch, who ^eqpfd., to d?^ 
light in Perez'% fufferiiigsj gi)0 i^onget 

diffembling what the whole worid hM^i^ 

. . . ^ ■ • 

the black tranfadlion about the na^Ur^ci^ 
a^ent, Philip refolved the death boj^t oC 
Perez and the Juftkia^ together witljitbfi 
annihilation of all the ancient privil^^t 
enjoyed by what he called his rebellious. 
fubje6ls. Unluckily he had ftreJBgtb 
enough to bring his barbarous fchepje 

I imme- 



il)^ mediately about/ He fent an aniiy 
inta Aragon, tdo ftrOng to be rcfifted byf 
a^ populace tomuhtiouily afiembied. The 
atmy prefehtly mattered ZaragMza, and 
die JuJU'cia MV inter the kirig's hands, 
^ho had him executed an* hoiir after he 
was taken, :witfidut the Icaft iomi of 
j^ocefs, together with a confiderable 
number of the people's ringleaders. 

>Thus( Was aiv ead put t6 the power of 
j^at magiftrate, and thus .were the Ara- 
^oniah^ (tripped of theiir fews' and liber- 
ties*. They have now been near two 
centuries quite as fufamiffive to their 
kings 'as thte reft bf the Spanifli fubjefts, 
weAtvcM that obliterates ill things, ha^ 
at kngth utterly deftroyed even the re- 
i^MSmbrance of their Jneros y lihertades. 
As to Perez^ he had the good fortune, 
44iling t\\€ confufion caufsd by Philip's 
flfmy when it entered Zaragozza, to' make 
his efcape into France, where he pafled 
the remainder of his wretched life. In 
France he publiihed fomg books, from 

which 
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tion naa^ bclJcoli0a^^ Of tho^ books*, 
which lare'at ^efett-^cotne very fc^tt€^ 
I have ohe in my^ pttiTeiruAH ifttfCfecl; 
Cajotuj (dmtisf h^-tTg-Rt) it Antbnio 
Perez, printtd at Paris without a date, 
and I have read it diriAigfa. . « The' mah 
complains in fevetai' of * tbfffe letters of 
Philip s unparalleled barkfrify, 1x)th to 
him and to his innocent feittily, that 
was thrown into ^^rifoti nSf^t his efcape 
from Spain, a girl fix years! old not ex* 
cepted. Thementory of that kliig can- 
not be felrin a more detefkbl<e light. But 
woe to poor' Pefezy if thfc btave king 
Henry IV. had not taken hirti liilder his 
proteftion, and thus fcreened him front 
the wanton and anaccounfable cruelty of 
his bloodthirfty mafttr ! 

I. have now wandered enough from 
my fubjefl, arid return to • this day 'i 
ftory. Having vifited the two^ cathe- 
drals, Don t>iego and I returned to the 
pofada, where we found that Dona 

Mariana 
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Mariana had ibme Uiad beggats called 
up to fifig and fiddle for the mmtsin* 
ippnn of little Pepina. Give me leave 
to negate you mik a Ht of the iimple 
poetry of the eyeleis bards of Zasagozza. 



r \ 






JDican. ks Efpan$ks 
Con grande anbeh 
yiva ni/eftro tmn^^'cti^ 
Carles Tr^csr(t.r 

Hagm faha^ wkand^ 
^e , Garbs ikgay , t. ^ 

Hardn la Jina. * : ♦ 
Zaragozza la m^Mi ^ , 
'Tef^ un ktrero . 
^ do dice que. ww \ 
Carhi ^erfero. ; . 

^ » 

El difcreto y frudentt^ 
Saim y affdbki 
T en quanto a piad^o 
Wjo de madre. 



I fliall 



ir 1 (hall'n&t entiearour to msSfe^ou' 
fciifiMDMSf 'ihe*'B/j^fi"a$ the ISpaniards 
call ^ it; ' ^r- the fiicitfms acufenefs tori- 
tfeinedt m the »Iaft'-^ of tliefe tities^. Ler 
poetry be dull dr wifty, it is* equally 
iitipoffiblc to tranflate it in fuch a manner 
as to prcferve Either the' wit or the dul- 
ncfs of it. Nor wiH- 1 attempt to point 
you out the difference 'betWeerr the lan- 
guage of thcfe ftanzas [which is the 
vulgar Aragonian] and the true Caftilian. 

That difference is' too fmall to defer ve 

., - - 

an analyfk.: - rwifPohly make you ob- 
ferve agaiif^ tha^ this manner of rhym- 
ing fuch words as anhiJo^ ^l^g^y ^nd' 
affable^ with terciro\ 'ji^a^^^^^ 
would prove infuppoitable to afn Italian 
ear, was it introduced in our language, 
as we have long been ufed, like the 

French, to the ftri^left . refemblante of 

> ■ * .... . • • ^ , 

found in rhyming. . 

Yet this imperfeft-confonanee ufed b/ 

* 

the Spaniards in their fongs, appears ftill 
lefs ftrange and uncouth to my unac- 

cuftoroe4 
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cuftomed ear, than that which 1 find 
often in th^ir. dramas, of a ffimilaiity of 
found in the. laft cadence. otf^ ewery oth«r. 
line, during a, confiderable nutnbeu of 
lines. What I mean, will be better, ex* 
plained by the following example, which 
I tranfcribe out of a comedy of Calderon,- 
intitled .£/ Efcottdidoiy U "tapada,. A 
maft'er and a fervant talk thus together 
in the firft fcene. 



Servant. i 

Yo, aunque el martirologio 
Romano aqui me trax«"ri?« <♦ 
Para que efcogiera mue/te- 
A mi propofito, faer^ . 
Sjn agradarme ningu^a. 
Vaniffiraa dilig<««tf, . 
Porque jio ay tan * bien p!rendl<fe 
Muerte que bicn me fax^z^a, 
Que culpa tengo yp da qiie 
Tn a. Jnori^ contenta..y«s^tfj 
P^ra traern^e de arreajta,? 



i> 
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M^STEIt. 
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Master^ 
Pues, dTime tu, que xtzelas 
Situ en hakia eftas culpado, 
Ni" te hailaftc en la pendwc/^ ? ' / 

Servant. 
Pues, fi url triunfo matador 
Arraftra los que tncxientray 
Un ama^fti'atador, dime, 
No^atraftrara (cofa es zierta) 
Qualquief k triunfo criado ? 

Master. 

No vi loctira mas necia. 

> ••, » . ' ' - 

Servant. 
Y cfto a uHa parte, fcnor, 
Qiie 'razbn aiy de que fKtf 
T^n cerradd tu capricho. 
Que, ya que me traes, no (epa 
A que lAe traes ? Dime pues 
Que es 16 que'en Madrid vaXentai ? 

With this fort of rhyming, both in- 
terlocutors go on to the end of the fcene, 
which confifts of no lefs than two hun- 
dred verfes, all alternately founding like 
2 thefe. 
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thefe. . People pot ufed to foreign pe^ 
culiarities are often apt to fall with Ijylc 
ceremony upon whatev;er, they have not 

been accuftomed to. Thus many ai>, 

- , ' * 

Italian have I heard .i^uprdly to ridicule 
the French Alexandrines^ and the deca^ 
fyllable couplets of the EngUfh. ^Thus do, 
many fhallow critics of France and 
England find fault both with thpfe fan\e 
Alexandrines of France and the Ottava 
Rima of Italy, without confidering that 
nature was in every country . the teapher 
of the firft poets and verf?-makers, and 
pointed them out the fitteft ijietr€;s in 
their refpedtive languages^ Indeed I do 
not recolleft any It^ian, French, or 
Englifh, that ever entered into any crlti-* 
cifm with regard to the Sp^pifli ^ yerfi-, 
fication,. probably becaufe few amongft 
the learned of the three nations were 
ever fludious of 'the Spanifh languagjp. 
Had any of them ever turned his attea- 
tion that way, many an abfurd judgment 
would poffibljr have been given upon this, 
' ' fubjea:. 
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(ubjed, is the fame manner of rhyming 
is not to be found in England, France, or 
Italy. But, though I own that to me fuch 
a long continuance of aflbnancies as that 
mentioned above, is far from proving de- 
lightfol, yet I take it for granted that it 
is intriniically fo with regard to the 
natives of this country, fince their poets 
fearch ftudioufly after fuch affonancies, 
and fcatter them often in the fcenes of 
their dramas. My diflike to them, 
proves nothing elfe in my opinion, but 
that I am as yet far from having caught 
die true, that is, the natural harmony of 
this language, though in the judgment 
of fome I might pafs for a great adept 
in Spanifh, as I am able to explain the 
meaning of as many Spanifh words as 
mofl: Spaniards. 

Let me now make an end of this letter 
without any further digreffions. I told 
you above, that the grapes produced in 
the neighbourhood of this town, are 
very fine to the fight. I tell you now 

that 
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that they are alfo delicious to the fcafte ) 
but the wine they yield, is rathfer tod 
rich and lufcious for the purpofe of coift-* 
mon drinking/ I have a notion that this 
people do not well underliaaid the art of^ 
making wine, and that they let thfeir 
grapes ripen too much, which is the: 
caufej as I take it, of that over lufciouf* 
nefs and oilinefs* of their wines. A qou* 
pie t>f glafles of the beft, have fatiated 
me more^ than- half a dozen of fome 
French antl Piednjontefe wine w6uld * 
have done^ ' / - S 

Zaragozza is a corruption of Cafaria * 
AugHfl(3u The change of C^fakea into 
• Zara .is not pecijlifr t^ , Spain. The 
tovinc£ Zara in Dalatatia, was likew^ : 
called Ccefareah^ the Romans^ . 
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LETTER LXVUi. 

Uglinejs miraculous^ with a guefs at the 
reafon r of it, Farticdouredtiles. Slow 
travelling advantageous. Churches and^ 
other buildings at Zaragpzza. Pictures 
refrefenting martyrs* Spanijb and i^/- 
edmcntefe lawyers not to ie admired^ 

r Fainted Jlatues^^ ^be idle and the poor 
equally refort to noted faniluaries. ji 
country-lafs kijfed by furprije. Blank 
verfe tf;?J affonancias> &c. 



ft 

YO "U win think it a conceit rather 
than an obfervation, when I tell 

' r 

you that of all the miraculous Madonas^ 
or Nueftras Senoras [as the Spaniards terni, 
them] to be feen in various parts of the 
Roman Catholick world, there is per-^ 
haps not one that has been painted or 
carved witha handf(j^<k face. 

I , Befides^ 



I 

Befides that in Turin ^ which we call 
La Conjblatd^ I have feen feveral other 
in Various parts of Italy, fuch as that of 
Mondevi^ that of iS^^ Celfo at Milan ^ that 
of Cara*oaggio^ two or three in Venice^ 
and above all that moft renowned of 
Loretto. I have taken particular notice 
of each} dnd indeed there i^ not one in 
the number, but what would difgrace tlie 
moft pitiful amongft our modem painters 
both in point of drawing and colouring. 
They all have either a diftorted nofe, or 
a mouth too large, or a difproportionate 
ihin, or fome other fuch defedl, befides 
that they are all black, or of a brick 
colour. That of Zaragozza is no better 
than the reft, as I could fee, though I 
looked at it through a hole, and by the 
dim light of a lamp hung before it. Yet 
the Spaniards will have it, that it was 
made by the angels, or as our Italians 
^pretend that the greateft part of theirs 
were the work of St. Luke^ 
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We muft not howevtr wonder at ttat 
barbarity of the pencils or chizzels that 
formed them, becaufe they were ihe 
fhapelefs produ£HQns of unpoUflied ^ges« 
What I wonder at is, that of the many 
beautiful ones painted by . Raphael^ 
Guido, Caracci, Titian, SalTc^errato^ 
Maratti, and numberkf$ other good 
painters, there is not one, to which the 
power of working miracles was ever at-* 
tributed. No, not even the Pietd by 
the greateft artill that ever Italy admired^ 
could cure the leaft fever, or relieve the 
fmalleft tooth-ache of the moft devout 
woman in Rome. 

Difcourfing upon this fubje6l with my 
new friend the Canon, and making bim^ 
obfen^e this want of power in the.beft 
painted madonas, and fearching after 
fome plaufible reafon for fuch a firange 
phenomenon, we could not find a better, 

r 1 

than that his Murilks and Velafquez^ as^"^ 
well as our Micbelangeks and Raphaels^ 
when they painted Dr carved any, were 

not 
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jaot aftuafed by that fervour of devotion 
which inflamed the fimple artifts of the 
ignorant ages, but gave way to the vanity 
of fliowing their fuperior (kill in their 
art J and thus it happens (added the 
Canon) that thofe amongft our facred 
orators, who court admiration by an 
over-nicenefs of language and rapidity of 
eloquence, feldom or * never perform a 
converfion, whereas the plain preacher, 
.who has no other view than that of 
driving , fin out of the world, generally 
awakes contrition in the heft part of his 
* audience. 

I forgot to tell you yefterday, that the 
outfide of the new cathedral's five cu- 
polas, arc formed of concave and convex- 
tiles, alternately placed, fome coloured 
red, fome blue, fome green, and fqme 
yellow, Hkc Harlequin's drefs. Yet the 
regularity of fuch a difpofition, makes 
thofe cupolas look very pretty at a dif* 
tance. Let us now come to the ftory of 
this day. 

TS We 
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We went yefterday but fix leagues^ 
and to-day only five. This you will 
think tedious travelling, but I am not 
intirely of this opinion. Sipce I am 
about it^ I diilike not the opportunity 
of infpefting at leifure the country I am 
croffing. Thus I can make obfervations 
that would otherwife efcape, were I to 
haften onwards with greater fpeed : 
though a (low paiiage through places 
in which there is nothing particular to/ 
be feen, ibmetimes gives dilgu(l:. For 
this reafon I was not difpleafed laft 
night, when my calefleros begjged I 
would indulge them to fet out to-day at 
noon inftead of feven in the morning. I 
took advantage of the intermediate hours 
to nm about- Zaragozza, and look at the 
lurches and other large edifices. 

Whoever ^oes through that town, 
ought to fee the church of St. Laurence, 
and its chief ajtar. Not far from it, 
there is that of St. Peter Velafquez, 
which, they fay, is the richeft in the 
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town, but as it was fhut, I could not fee 
at. That of the Jefuits is fmall, but the 
infide of it is entirely' gilt over, which 
'has a moft.furpriling efFcft. x The cloy- 
llers of it are decorated with large por- 

* traits of all thofe Jefuits who have been 
cardinals or faints, and with many other 
of great lords and ladies that were bene- 
f aftors to the Loyolan order. 

' Next the Jefuits church there is an 
iiofpital that goes by the appellation of 
holy. It receives above fcven hundred 
ficic of both fexes. The church that 
^belongs to it, though confiderably large, 
is very dark, owing to the lownefs of 
its ceiling, which a tall man might al- 

* tnoft touch by raifing up his hand. I 
never faw a. more difproportionate build- 
ing, but that difproportion is not totally 
without awfulnefs. They fay it was a 
work of the Morifcos. 

The church of the Francifcans is alfo 

worth feeing,' efpecially its great altar, 

\ and a fmall chapel behind it, formed of 

T4 ' the 
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the moft curious marbles that are to be 

• • • 

iound in Spain. In the vaft cloyfters 
that are annexed to the church, inftcad 
of portraits of lords and ladies, fuch as 
in that of the Jefuits, there are hifto- 
rical piftures a frefcoy that reprefent 
forae of the many Francifcans who fuf- 
fered martyrdom in various pairts of the 
world. The feveral artifts that have 
been emplpyed in that work, feem^to 
have ranfacked their imaginations to in- 
vent exquifite tortures for the poor friars, 
of whom fome are exhibited in the aft 
of being fawed alive, or dragged along 
on uneven ftones by horfes and bulls, or 
trampled upon by elephants, or tranf* 
fixed by iron-fpits and roafted over 9 
large fire by heathens, who grin through 
their bufhy wifkers, befides many th^t 
have their arms and legs cut off, or are 
iimply hanged or beheaded. 

St. Gaetano's church contains likewife 
many things that, are wqrth feeing,. It 
belongs to a modern order^ called of the 

pious 
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pious fchooh^ and the friars there enjoy th? 
privilege of teaching the Latin grammar 
to boys ; which privilege was by the good 
friars lately wrcfted from the Jefuits, aftejr 
9 very Iqng and ftrenuous contefV. 

The palace of the archbifhop li^s oii 
the right bank of the Ebro at equal dif- 
tance from the two bridges. Its external 
appearance is but indifferent, but I am 
tol<i that fome of its apartments are as 
^rand as the grandeft in Madrid. I had 
nof time to fee them. 

The Audencia^ that is, the chief court 
of Judicature, is alfo a clumfy building 
when infpefled from without. The Canon 
tells me, that the numerous lawyers who 
get their livelihood out of it, are full as 
able as thofe of Madrid to puzzle a.caufe 
and fleece their clients.. . It feems that in 
Spain as well as in Italy, the profeffors 
of the law make it a point, amongft 
other things, to f peak and write a moft 
barbarous jargon of their own,, which 
they pompoufly call the language of 

law. 



law. You may read our Cervantes and 
Calderans for ever, fays the Canon ; but 
you will never get fufficient Spanifh to 
Bnderfland .our advocates when holding 
forth in our Audieneias^ in civil as weH 
as in criminal matters. A* man wins or 
lofes his fuir, is acquitted or hanged^ 
without having underftood a word of 
what has be^i urged for or agarnft him. 
Our men o^ fenfe and learning confider 
our lawyers as the chief and inceiiant 
corrupters both of our language and of 
our eloquence, as each feems to ftrive to 
outdo the reft of his fraternity in quaint* 
nefs of conceits and barbarity of phrafe- 
ology. We have long exclaimed agaihft 
the abfurdity of fuch a praftice, and our 
kings have ifTued many ordinances to 
abolifti it ; but to no effedl. The Pica- 
^fy<?j ' (Pettifoggers) ftill go on in the 
old v^ay, making a horrible hodge-podge 
of ancient and modern Spanifh, of 
French^ Latin, <j!reek, and Arabick. I 
do not caricature, continues- the Canon. 

They_ 



\ 
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*rhey fay, that our nfew monarch liai 
taken this ugly praftke into confideration^ 
and is abfolutely refolved ppon forcing 
the lawyers to fpeak plain Caftilian in 
fpight of themfeives ; but this is not to 
be brought about in my opinion, if be 
does not aborcar la mitad Cellos (hang one 
half of them ;J that is, of the tranfgreflbrs 
of his future orders in this particular. The 
abufe is fo juiniverfal, and has taken fuch 
a deep root, that I think itpaft all reme- 
dy. 

What the Canon fays of the Spanifli 
lawyers, we can likewife fay of the 
Italian in general, and of our Piednion- 
tefe in particular. I undcrftand my na- 
tive dialed as well as any of them, and 
am not ignorant of the other languages 
our lawyers mix with it at the bar ; but 
never could I clearly make out a whole 
period in any of their fpeeches j fuch is 
the art with which they contrive 
their medley ; befides that many of their 
words are quite arbitrary, and not to be 

met 
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met ^kh in any di^onary, lexicon, or 
glofikry. It is a great (hame that they 
are fufFered to go. on» and that they are 
pot compelled to fpeak in fuch a manner 
as to be underftood by the generality of 
their hearers. How different the lawyers 
of Paris and London ! I have heard many 
in both cities expreis themfelves with a 
purity and elegance^ tliat would do 
Konour to the beft writers ;^and many 
zre the T^r mttd Plat doyers of the French 
advocates, that might be given for mo- 
dels of elocution as well as of juft rea- 
foning. Indeed, we Piedmontcfe, toge- 
ther with the Spaniards [if my Canon 
fpeaks truth, as I think he does] are at 
leaft two hundred years behind the 
French and the Englifli in this refpeft. 
But let me finifh my hafty tour through 
Zaragozza. 

The viceroy's palace there, is very 
remarkable not for the beauty of its 
architecture, but for its bulk, and ftill 
wore for its gate overloaded with whim- 

4 fical 
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fical and' fenfelefs ornamjents. Oh cacTi 
fide of it there is a gigantick ftatue, both 
ill-carted and painted in natural colours^, 
that the giants may appear ft ill more dif- 
agrecable to the fight, than they other- 
wife would if the ftone had 1[>eenkft plain* 
In Madrid as well as in Zaragozza I 
have obferved that the tafte has once pre- 
vailed of painting their ftatues, both the 
flefli and ^he drapery 5 and there is the 
dome of a facrifty in Madrid that exhi- 
bits a vaft bafs*relief made in this abfurd 
and childifh tafte. 

In Zaragozza the common beggars arc 
much more numerous than in Madrid* 
In the nfw cathedral efpecially, one 
meets with fo many, that there is na 
futh thing ks to recite an Ave without 
being interrupted at every word by the 
impoitunating demands of an alms. But 
this is the cafe wherever there are fanftu- 
aries of any note. The idle as well as 
the neceflitouSj refort in crowds to them^ 
knowing ^ery. well that thofe who viiit 
^ ' ' > them. 



y 
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them, will in goieralbe liberal to fbetsj 
out of that fame pious prindpk that in^ 
duces them to fuch viiitationg. 

About noon I came 9-foDt out o€ 
Zaragozza, and en)oyed a feW mimitess 
the fine pubHck walks that are withoutksr 
wall?, all bordereU with fbraight rows of 
high and beautiful trees, which have not 
yet caft off their leaves, though the au- 
tjimn is far advanced. This mi/ givcyoa 
an idea of the fweetnefs of this dimate^- 
one of the very befl: in Spain*- 

About two leagues from the town i 
met again with male and femde pealants 
carrying home their, grapes, fome <^ 
carts, fome on afies and mules, and fome 
in bafkets on their heads. Amongft 
the number V fingled out a groi2p of 
three pretty wenches, who fmtled at 
me, and courteiied repeatedly as; I ap* 
proached them, but rather in a mocking^ 
manner than otherwife. MucbacbaSr 
faid' r, quereis venderme un racimiUot 
*<. Qirls^ will you ^ fell me a bunch of your. 

grapes ?Z 
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•* grapes ?" , No, noy faid they all at 
once; we don t fell any ; but you are wel- 
come to pick what you pleafe 6ut of 
our bafkets ; and laid them down on, the 
ground. I made ufe of their kindnefs ; 
but infifted . that I would ftrangle the 
*youngeft*of them with a fiUc handkerchief 
I happened to h^ve.in my pocket, and 
throwing it fuddenly abbut her" neck, 
pulled her to me, gave her a kifs on tho 
forehead, . quitted the handkerchief, and 
took to my heels. They laughed obftrep^ 
roufly at fuch an unexpefled proceedings 
and called rae back to take more of their 
rac/mos -, but I went on waving my hand,, 
and crying a dios mozasj a dm tnucha^ 
cba$. ^ 

* Siich fort of civilities are not com* 
monly met with among the rufticks of. 
any country, whatever our Arcadiaa 
poets may lay, who have fixed the abode 
of urbanity amongft the inhabitants of 
the fields, diredlly againft the etymo- 
logy 



f" 



I i88 ] 

l©gy * of rfie word* I have obferved iti 
all countries, thatthegenerality of pea- 
fants arc far from dcfervirig the charaSter 
that innumerable bards have given them, 
J have always found that their groflhefs 
equals their ighorance, that they are ftu- 
pidly malignant and fhy, and, above all, 
quite tenacious, even of what they have in 
the gr6ateft plenty. But vi^ant ray coun- 
try-lafles of La Puebla^ which is the name 
6f the village they were going ^ to. They 
are an exception to the univerfal charaftef 
of the rufticks, and I wifh I was fuch a 
matter of the Aragonian diile61: as to be 
able to compofc half a dozen eclogues in 
their commendation. 
- Juft by La Puebla I was overtaken by 

ifry caleflcros, and received the compli* 

» • . , 

mcnts of the Canon upon the goodncfs' 
df my legs ^that could carry me* fo far 
on ib -hot a -day, efpecially after my long* 
ifioming walfc about the town. The 
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^Vrbamtas ah urle. 

* 
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todore I Hear bim talk, the more I lijke 
him. He is as grave as becomes his 
character ; yet he is cbearfu!, and will 
attempt a joke from time to time, His 
heal.th is not fo good as I could wifh ^ 
but though' afflided by the gravel and 
ibme concomitant diforders^ he does 
not whine and complain, as feeble men 
will perpetually do, but bears his evils 
with patient refignation. He ieems much 
read in his native language, and if I can 
fudge of what I know not, by what I 
know, the characters he gives to the 
writers of his country feem to me vcry^ 
juft^ From la Fuebla to this Villajranca 
we talked of poetry, which in Spain he 
thinks as' yet much below the perfeftion 
to which it might be carried. He is as 
great an enemy to the AJfonancias as I ana 
to blank verfe^ and fays, that they have 
been invented by idlencfs, quoting fe- 
veral authorities, which fhow that he is 
not lingular in his opinion ; but the mif- 
fortune is, that feverd of their moft 
Vol. IH, U popular 
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popular poets have given their fandlioir 
to the Affonancias ; fo that it will never 
be poffible to drive them out of their 
poems, be they ever fo much degraded bp 
fo abfurd a praftice. 

How far my Canon is right or wrrong 
in thefe afiertions, I am not in a condition 
to determine. If ever I return to Spain^ 
it will poflibly be in my power to know 
more of this matter. 

Here we did not find Don Diego, who 
having fet out this morning three fijjl 
hours before us, has pufhed forwards to 
Bujalaroz or Penalka : fo that I fliall not 
fee him again until we reach Cerbera-y 
which 1 hope to do within four days. I 
have nothing dfe to faj, but that the 
country has continued delightfully fine 
tl:ic whole afternoon as well as the wea- 
ther. 



LET- 
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L E T T E R LXlX, 

- • 

ffdom of' travel' writers. Character of 
. the Aragonians. Ambition and Intereft, 
how caHed by the Spaniards. Dancing 
a'barmkfs pafiime. People work that 

r cmt work. ' Sun and land nearly ufelefs 
without water. Indujiry of the Bif 
cayans and AJiurians. Why Ar agon is 
more fertile than New CaftilL Arrieros, 
and their manner of life. Variety of 
pronunciaiions. ^he Canon is right in 
my opinion. Satyrical and bucolic poet^^^ 
nvhy not hurtful^ though they lye. A 

fmall defarti Hbe rent of a Venta. 

: Virtue ill-lodged. Knitting women. 

Bttjalai-QZtO^. 13. i76o« 

T/ 
H E greateft part of travel- writers, * 
as I have already obferved, have 
for thefe two centuries paft, and more, 
endeavoured to give a bad charafter ta 
every nation, except their own : nor can ' 
the inhabitants of this kingdom reafon- 

U 2 ably 



ably <^ll9pl&in of not having had ^h^' 
fu^.ihare of itioorary fcurrilify, as th^ 
^aye been honoured very often with the; 
fttf«nai app0lEti<?ns q£ iJJfy proudy j^kfi^ 

forth. 

Th4t tb<lfe, ami other fueh n«bl« 
^paUties, aie ppetty c<ima}eA whei»rfr 
there are men, few people, I think, m\l$ 
have the conscience to 4efiy^ The os^f 
polirt to be fettl^f}^ it, what propoil90ffi 
of goodne^ and wick$ilni^ there i$ ber 
tween pn€ ao4 anotheir sation, wfiei^ 
compared toge^iber, ibat we may diflri- 
bute proportionate portions of love .m4 
hatred to the ^puntries whio^ havetll!? 
greater or fmaller ftock either &f vnKkp^ 
joefe OT of goodneibi 

. :,But whatever rambling CQCipu^rssiftftf 
have done, in order to aflift our > jvid|j-^ 
ineprt 09 fueh a knotty fubje^, and m^ 
m rightly dflbcrmine which ofitton is^ to^ 
.amiable, andwhichisrinfiftd^ 
l».i#^^iiiiibly confer^ for my part, that 

' my 
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0f |)5>*?4r$'vl^e¥eialways toogt^tdr this 
l^irtd df roorrt arhbittttic, and that 1 
^^ uniaMe to fet this ballance betwecti 
Afty two of the few nations I have vifiwd* 
' T^hat the ^psniards, confidtried iu thii 
totality, have as rich a fibre of wicked- 
«iefs as any other nation undfer heaven, 
:il wotflrf be feij^ty aWurd riot to fuppofe. 
•^et, (hottld "wfi be willing to believe my 
0ew acqu^ritance, the Canon of Sigu- 
^za, his Countrymen the AragoiiiariS 
#bQld ifi A good meafiirc be excepted 
>c^Ut of the fifppofitioii, as he ftbutly in- 
fills that they are all very good, efpe- 
^Iftlly whe A l^rought into Comparifon with 
ttkb itihablta^fs <>f other Spanifh proi- 
^TKce^. 

Many a|fe the fine things thaf the good 
^^ hzs fbld me to day in commenda-^ 
ftibtl of the AragOnians ; and his aflir- 
lioirs he h^s backed with fuch^aufible 
ifeatbt^i as my fcanty knowledge of this 
f>r0VinCe in particular, and of rSpain ki 
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general, will not permit m^ to invalidate 

or contradift. 

*' I have taken many a ramble through 
our provinces (fays the Canon) and 
have been many years a.confcflbr in 
feveral parts of them. Of courfe I 
have had numberlefs opportunities of 
forming fuch- eftimates of our peo- 
ple's various chara6lers, ascarinot.be 
formed by any clafs of men of a pro- 
ftffion different from mine ; much 
lefs by erratick foreigners, that only 
come, hke you, to take a peep, and 
run away. I think therefore myfelf 
intitled to a good fhare of your belief, 
when I tell you that the Aragpnians 
Jn particular are one of the beft na- 
tions, you could vifit, and that the 
"Spaniards in general do not c^eferye 
the harfh treatment they have met 
with from every ftranger who ever 
crofled this country with his quill, in 
h;s hand, as I fee that you are dQing." 

^ I am 
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J am lefs a friend to travel- writers, 
anfwered I, than you may perhaps ima- 
gine, ?.nd can verily affure you, that it. 
is not my intention to tread in the foot- 
iVeps of the gr^ateft pvirt of them. It is 
true that 1 take down memorandums of 
every thing I fee and hear^ as I go on in 
my jpurney. But you may already have 
feen that I am not much difpofed to be 
peevifti and put of humour; therefore 
you muft not look upon me as a man 
<who' will revenge himfelf of the trifling 
inconveniencies he has met with in this 
country, at the expence of its inhab:- 
•tants. Be fare, good fir, that I am 
•much more pleafed with opportunities 
3of fpcaking well than ill of any people ; 
and as you feem to ' have a deal of good 
Xo fay of the Aragonians, impart it tQ 
me, and be fare that I will fomc how or 
other have it all inferted into the account 

ft 

of my journey through Spain. 

Such a promife was vifibly maf?: ac- 
ceptable to the good man ; and thus, o: 

U 4 neany 
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Boarlf thrift' '4iul he go en wi^h fai$ diipi 
courfc. * ' 

* *v In Zaragosza, sw%e?cry dtlicBcf 
\*ij(mr great towiis, i will freely <>w(i^^td 
^' you, tk^ wicked people aw not rare i 
'' and that I have Ibmetimes heard there 
^ ef iuch iniquiticsj as it is alraoft with- 
s* but the power of the Ail^mer^d&il to 
" forgive* But fettiog that great town 
^* afide, and fpeaking only of the pro- 
^^ vinee, which is one of the lacgefl: and 
beft inhabked in. the Jdngdom^ i can 
tell you with truth, that i fcarcely 
^•* ewr had amy great oocafion for 
chiding and reprimanding my pem^ 
tents, as I hate always feen that thofc 
of their thoughts, which are not 
taken up by the care of their unavoid- 
able occupations, are chiefly engrofled 
by the^ mafs add the ro{ary> tbs pro- 
«< ceffion and the benedi£Hoo, and otiier 
^* things of this fcind^ 

" People remarkably wicked (conti- 
^^ nued the Ganmi) are not eafdy t^ be 

«* heard 
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f< beard •<>£ in this^ nor ihdeeil. m wijp 

«< other of our inland provinces. We 

?* mufl: go to Madrid|^ t>r to our great 

e« fcaf-towns, to hear of greats finguiar^ 

" »id frcqpucnt ads of wickednefs. Tlite 

f* air of die coujrtj 1 fay it to my for- 

!* row, is certainly peftilential to too 

f * many j nop does that from the fea 

^ prove much better than that of the 

«* court. And it is not difficult to 

*« aflign the reafon why immorality 

/« rdgns in thofc places dxfproportion- 

f^ ably more than amongft us who arc 

" equally removed from coiM't and the 

**.fea. Both at court and in the fea- 

^ towos, men ride in a manner on the 

?•* whirlwinds of intcrcft and ambition ; 

^* which two paffions are by our mb- 

: f *^ • ralifts properly termed las dos cuernos 

^^ mas grandes del Demonioy ' " the iiJDo 

.^>^ bi^efi boms of tBe DevilJ' But in 

** our inland provinces, thinly fcattered 

f^ with large aftd opulent places, the 

«* greateft part of the: inhabitants \ af c 

;y,''^[ *^ruftick$ 
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*' f ufticks, whofc time cannot other wife 
" be employed than in the innocent 
** occupations of the field : v and you 
" know that thofe who muft live by 
^' the produft of uninterrupted l,abour, 
**. cannot be fo vicious as thofe whom 
V court-favour or commerce enriches 
** often with rapidity; which is what 
agriculture will not eafily' do any 
where, and moft particularly in this 
province of A r agon. 

Throughout this province (con- 
tinued the good man) life is lived 
on with the greateft fimplicity and 
uniformity- People generally rife be- 
times, and work during the day with 
fcarce any intermiflion ; nor do they 
aflemble many together on working 
days before it is night. But as foon 
as the fun is gone, both fexes join 
*' every where to fing and dance with a 
^^ fury, that you would think them out 
*' of their fenfes, if you could fee them 
'^ when they begin to -grow hot in it; 

"and 
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, P apd this praftice isfo general in the 
" greateft part of our proviifces, that 
^f. was. it poffible for you to fee 'the kirig- 
•' dpm at one glance when day-light has 
*' 4ifappeared, you would fee by much 
«* the greater part of its inhabitants 
«' briflcly ftiaking their heels to the 
^^ found of their guittars, caftanets, and 
^' voices, old men and youiig children 
*^ not excepted, if they have but fuffi- 
** cient vigour of legs/' 

, And do you verily take this praftice 
to be innocent? I know that in many 
countries it is not reckoned quite fo, and 
I know that there iis not in Italy one 
preaching friar, but what declaims 
againft it as often as he can.* May be, 
fir, you don't.know that in the countries 
belonging to the Pope, who is the head 
of . your * religion as well as ours, the 
rulers of every community, efpedally 
thofe chiefly confiding of peafants, have 
,4 ftrid charge to keep them from af- 

r fernbling 



igmUii^ t6 dance at my time^ c^ti if^ 

: '^ 1 don't know (replied tbe GaMkkn) 
^ what effedb may be prodsrced amotKgft 
^^dthe Ita^Mis by die [n-a&ice of dandng. 
^< 'But a^iongft us» dadly ami vamtiM 
^^ as it is, ^tis not at all ctamdume f o 
? . vice. May be your countryineii art 
V lefs rd^ibits than, inine^ and #(ei# 
^^. retmShtb ki religion expofes* thein 
*< more than it does us, to^ th'e ambufliet 
^ of the .devil. Be thb as it vri&, '^"i^ 
^^ ifoijflar es c^ tfomi^, ^ damin^ is Mygisd 
f* thing I* mrc day it pror^bialiy^ :^aMibif 
^^ it was a !^d one, there are pi&eft^ an4 
^ Ifiars enough who would detlahaa^v fq 
'< powtrfully againfl: it, as to diMimflt 
f< or l^bol^ k. But l0ng i^perienc» 
^ has pei'fuaded us, that 6ur liiglftl^ 
^^ dances^ though often a Httto tdo frM 
f* with regard to poftures and gie£lttreS| 
'< dill are the 'moft hamdeb 'di^sri^i^ 
ff that our lower clai&r can have; htiA I 
*^ really think that if th^^werc abo- 
*:. ^Miflicd, 



\ 



*<iti(ked^, otffv people tmald: $jasre irtii 
*< courfe to worfe expedients to ^ma£s^ 
**i their* evenit>gs; tberefore ftcithe* the 
*f- ecclefiaftical^ nof; the dvit power:^wer 
^^ mad^ the Icaft ajtetapt t0ward8 the > 
^v fupprefHoTif as natio^is niuft liave di-- 
^* verfions of forae kind or other." 

To drown the labours of the day (faid 
I) with nightly rejxxieings and of tbo 
moil itinocent kind, as you pretend^ h 
a . mode of life fo very paftoral, that I 
9^m almoft tempted to think you are ^ but 
repeating what you bavte r^ad in pafl:ora£ . 
JTooi^uices. I am however of your opi-^ 
6ioQ that th^. inhabitatit, of the xcmntrf 
neither have, nor can hare the vice» thit 
ttofwnfincn can and will have; fiat, fir, 
arc not the Aragonian ruftkks full as ^ 
flothful and averfe to labour/ as the reft 
of this nation, which has, the >repiita6oh 
throughout Europe of bdng. the taoH 
AoChful and /proud in the worlds 
: '^ I know (rq^ied the Canon with 
^^ tlie greateft comfofune) that the 

"F'rench 
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^ French have long reproached us witlt 
' pride and enmity to labour, I knbvV 
« that they tell feach other of the fword^ 
^ our peafants wear/ even when they 
' follow the plough ; and how • they 
« are follicitous to fliow them, that they , 
« may be thought gentlemen. I know 

* that we are laughed at for hanging 
« even the walls of our cottages with 
' our genealogies, and that our fmallefl; 
« Hidalgos think themfelves defcended 

' of anceftors full as glorious as the 

. . . - • 

* king. But let Frenchmen be as witty 
^ as they pleafe, their abfurd aflertions 

* do us fio great harm. *Tis true that 
' even our lower daffes have a good 

« fhare of fpirit^ and are far from 

• > ^ * 

« thinking^ meanly of themfelves ^ but 

* do they differ in this from other na-' 

...*»- ■ • , • 

* tions? Are not all mankind full as 

• . ■ » 

' vain-glorious and proud as we? A' 

* rare difcovery indeed to have found* 
« out that men are proud and vain- 

^' glorious ! Did they need crofs tlie 

"Pireneans 
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•^ Pireneans to make it ? But it is not 
** true that our low people hang their 
" walls with their pedigrees : ,it is not' 
** true that our peafants wear fwords: 
" and it is not true that our Hidalgos 
*' of any clafs think themfelves as noble 
** as the king. 

" Then with regard to our pretended 
•* averfion to labour, I mufl tell you 
** that all will work who can, in the 
" fame proportion that people do in 
"other countries. Should our people 
•* forbear work, they would foon ftarve, 
'* as our rivers run with no more milk. 
" and honey than the rivers of other 
** countries. ,Do we not all live? And 
f* is not that a proof that we v/ork? In- 
" deed we da, and wherever our land is 
*' fufceptible of cultivation, our land is 
*^ cultivated. To be convinced of this; 
\^ give but yourfelf time to bellow fome^ 
" attention on our vineyards as you go 
*^ forwards through Aragon and Cata- 
" Ionia. You will fee in both provinces 
1 " that 



** that wc h^ivc no need to.Itam of the 
«* French the art of rearitig vines. And 
^' i^ we know the art of cultivating the 
•* vine as well as the French, why 
*^ Ihouid we be fuppofed more ignorant 
*< than thry, in the other art of multi- 
** plying corn ? This art is very wdl 
^' uhderftood in onr wheat- pro vinces^ 
** as you might fee^ if you wdokl go to 
*Vvifit Old Caftile, and feveral other 
^< piirtis of Spain; It is only vtrhen fum- 
** toers prove perfeftly dry^ and no ram 
will fall during feveral months, that 
we are obliged to Tend put of.tho 
kingdom for corn : X)therwife we have 
fufficient quantities every where : iior 
*^ is it our fault when it does not rain 

» • 

^< in the proper feafons, and when our 
<' harvefts arp parched before they come 
*< to maturity. But due rains fpread 
'^ plenty throughout our oecn«piDvin!tes» 
^^ and thoT we have farmers (in Old 
*^ Caftle particularly) who are able to 
" give, by way of portion^ thoufands 
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*^ of doubipons to their * daughters j nor 
* ** arc the Hidalgot few, whofe ancient 
** caffles are. fometimcs repaired, by 
** ; metos 6i lucky weddings with * Don^ 
•• zellas del campo. 

•* You Will perhaps object, that you 

^ have taken notice yourfcJf of fpacious 

** tra£ls of dfefart land in Eftremadura, 

*'. Toledo, New Caftile, and even in 

^ this our more fertile province. But 

^ obferve, that, if thofe trads fie un- 

*** cultivated, the fault is not to be 

^** iattributed to the inhabitants. JHow 

'^* would you have them cultivate land 

*• where there is no watfer f Can we 

•^ form rivers and ftteams to moiftcn our 

^ d*farts? Make us as powerful as the 

> 

** Rbftians of old, and thus enable us 
'^ to build aqueducts twenty, thirty; 

9 l^iag$ fa tonttiflKcA rf t^d^nl^oi fin tffim. 
Mfl m^ank a maa of. noblp defcenti^ and a Dmvuh 
Ja del camp9 {igi^ifie9 a CQWUry makUn^ « rttfiici iiau* 

- Vol. IIL X ftnd 
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^^ ai^d even a huadred leagues in Icngtfcv 
" as the Romans did when they poflefTed 
" tins country. You will then fee, that 
." we like idlenefs and d^farts no better 
*' than the French. , ;j 

** But fetting afide imppffibilitiesy I 
." wifti you had an opportunity of yifit- 
•' ing Bifcay, vAfturias, the kingdom of 

" Valencia,, and fome oliier of thofe 

• > . 

'* provinces that have no fc^city -of 

" running water. . In none of them you. 

" would find a fpan of land, but wb^t Js 

*^ rendered fruitful bv cultivation* Thefic 

." YOU would fee luxuriant vines, and all 

.*' for t-s. of , fruit-trees adorn even the 

. *' fleep'efl cliffs ; the furface of hard 

*^ rocks, battered to duft with pick^ 

, " axes, receive all kinds of feeds ; and 

" corn. and legumes produced in places, 

*' that one would think fcarce accef- 

. '* fible to goats. Water,' you knovv; is 

'^* the great parent of vegetation, and, 

'" without it, both fun and land becQme 

J' j -nearly ufelcfs for the purpofe of agri- 

*' culture : 
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^'Culture: but'watfer cannot.be created 
*''by men ; and where we have none, 
" thfe land muft lie juft as it is. This 
" 'provihce of Aragori, as you may have 
♦* obferved, abounds more in ftreams 
^' thah New Caftile ; thereford you find 
'* it' more fruitful. For the fame reason' 
^^7c(ti will find Catalonia ftill better 
** than-.Aragon, as the more you advance 
** towards the fea, the running ftreams 
«*'bec6mtf more numerous, and have a 
"'cortip'etent declivity, which facilitates 
*• the branching of them out arlifici- 
^*'ally, afad fpreading them wherever it is 
*' thought proper. Conclude, if you 
" chufe from fuch accidental circum- 
" ftances, that the Catalans are more 
*^' induftrious than the Aragonians or 
^'^ that the Aragonians are more addi£tcd' 
'^ to labour than the New Caftilians ; 
*^ but give me leave - to fmile at your 
f* French way of drawing conclufion^/' 

You ftiallnot, faid I, upon my word; 

as I have long been of opinion, that* 

' X 2 frncn 
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men ar« injuch morq sUike tfar^i^g^l^ 
thtn jfbmf.i^eople would make w bd^f cw 
fipt thankii^ you for yojj[f^digre^o»»\ b* 
f9 good as t9 let me hs^ 4 S.^t|»i fl^Qlrf^ of 
theArftgoinans^ ., ' 

«« I repeat it ^gam, fepi^jwaed^.ilhr 
*» Cwpn,) thJrt the AragonjiiWis lMi5fc ar 
«. I'ew vices,, as any othie;i' p^ofpjei^oiv 
» * earth.. Yo« muff po^Wy %, ^a£ 
<^. mere abfence of vice' U IfVA ftit wi^f'- 
<' ferent k^Hd ofyirise»l nor 4f)(I.^« 
"• tend ta d<qcxr^te it wit-tli- fiicb t.iUpew 
." But true an4 a^ive virtue is n^t ^ be> 
*< expe^ed. frQm joaultitudes $ iK>r • if ft- 
" perhaps mceilary Jibat the grc^ of 
f < mankind . Oioul^ b« virtttpl^t• ift r^thc^ 
.^^ ei&alted f^i^fe of the wore}) ijd9^,rfLb«^ 
^^ fence of vke is fmificif nt to the is^iei 
" purpojbs of fociety. L^t. ^^mprtJ 
^^ lauiHih however inlfo th^ fpectj^Jdioiv 
.'' for the prefent* It is-eiM>i3gh:;il4iat 

'Vthe Aragonians are farlrtpnji'.heiillg -^ 

" wortjWefs At of mqn. ,; I jfi)C)i9(jj^em 

.^** thoroughly, and cm affure you that 

*' the 
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f^ ithtgtf6f^ of tkiem ar^ free frbiff d^gra- 
^« diftg nets: Gluttony '«|id'ebrkty 
**^af^ wordSj'^tO which they Artnex thi 
^^ HToft' batcfut idcai. They are not idte 
^* when theiy can help it ; they ate not 
^ fuch liars as- the 16w people through- 
*^ otA fr^mt aye faid to be; they kre 
^* not addi^ed to ftealing, and have 
!*^'the reputiation thonghout Spain of 
^ Irttakingthe beftfervants : they are not 
.*^ qnbft-elfome, but live in peace and 
f^' afftftioil with their neighbours. One 
?^ 6f the pfooft that they are not vicious, 
^ is the hafte they make towards marriage ; 
f* nor do they fwervei eafily from conjii- 
5*igal: fidelity When they are oncfe 
*f bontid in wedlock. Eveh our arrie^ 
^ res (mukrdrhers) who are inccffantly 
f^ Jurneyin^ xip to Madrid, keep true to 
^* thdr wives, and it is one of their am- 
f^ bitions to throw into their laps a piece 
?^ of gold earned by a journey, the mo- 
^ mcnt they re-enter their houfes. 
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** 1 will not fay (added the good plan) 
th:ii liiischaiixtcr is applicable to. all 
th\i lower claires throughout thfl kipg^ 
dom, and that fome orournumber-f 
lefe arrieros cannot get drunk, fwefar 
wicked oaths, and have fomething.to 
fay to every wench at the pofadas. 
Thofe of Valencia ami Galicia in par-^ 
ticular, are faid to be a wicked breed, 
and as fuch we fee them often repre- 
fen ted upofl our ftage. But allowance 
muft always be made for notions of 
this kind, that often have their fource 
in prejudice, pique, and other caufes, 
not eafily traced back to their origin*. 
Xhe Galicians and Valencians fpcak 
dialefts that found difagreeably to the 
ears of the'Caftilians, and of us, who 
fpeak nearly Caftiliaii : and I have 
pften obferved, that difference in fpeech 
is often fufficient to raife an antipathy 
|)etween the fevera?! parts of a nation, 
and induce one to depreciate, cenfure» 
^nd hate the oth^r." 

This, 



^'' This, interrupted I, is exa6lly thp caft 
with feme of our petty nations of Italy. 
^ut, fir, have you nrany provinces in Spain, 
the dialefts of which are not underftood 
•by the inhabitants of (paftile and Ara- 
gon ? • 

'- -.« You will fee one (anfwered the 
^^ Canon) within two days; They have 
^*^»adiale6t in Catalonia, that you will 
** certainly not underftand. We know 
'^^; very well that at bottom it is Spanifh ; 
^^ but the Catalans nialk it fo much by 
'^* ^pronunciation, and have bcifides intet- 
^ ' larded k fo copjioufly with Italian, 
*' French, Gafcoon, Provencial, and 
r<^ even Byfcayan words, that it proves 
" quite as ^difficult for us to learn, as 
." any other language of Europe. The 
'^' diale6t of Valencia borders much upon 
*' the Catalonian, but is not fo hard for 
" us to comprehend. The Galician 
^* we look likewife upon as a ftr^ngc 
'" fpeech 3 yet we comprehend it near as 
f^ well as we do the Portugucfe. In fhort, 

X4 [[ the 
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*^*,thc morovre go from N^^C^^fj-Ui^ 
** more Jckiffitr^ncp . ¥t% ^b4 in oiv ^idsb- 
<' le6lS) as you will esfiiy <:{»Qf;i|ive« Bu( 
the moH dlfiicult fior us i|o leajfti is th^ 

j:^ Bafica^^d^ ; tl^at i9> the kin* 
guagc, wbkh extends from the town 
** of i>v4fn to that <>f ^^ail4 oa {me 

V fide, an4 ^3it of SanPml^r qt^ the 
« other." 

I s^m fo little acauai^ed* fajd I,, witk 
yQur geography^ that I muft beg. of yoti 
to tdl me wkere tiiok three town* 9re 
fitq^ted, aslfc^rcejv eyec .heard of their 
names before. ^ 

. *• No wonder (repUcd the C^tm,) as 

^^ none, of them is* vfxy confide^'ahle* 

.' ■ ' '■■'''• 

<• But Irtim Iks on a rivfr called ^i»^ 
f ♦ by the Byfcayw§> and Bidaffh by th«: 
*5 Frendi. ir^ is abp«lf hftlf a If a|W 
t< diftant from the IJh i^ ^^ Maiff^es } 

V that 15, an iflet in that rive/^ nQt liali^ 

V a mile in circamferwce, which has 
f' been pretty famous ever fince thq 

** important 
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V io^rtant cofiferiiAce (hat v^i$ hd4 I^i 
f* it by our ho^eft D$nlMf d^Uan^ an4 ' 
5?: your ctmning C!(W/W Mazarifu, 
, f Tbe fomlt town of ^0 folia lies in 
ff^ the Jdn^cm of Navarrtf fix leagues 
^f to the foQth ifrom it» capita^ <S8JUed 
f^ Fampelifna ; an4 Santandir is a fnuiE 
5^ fea^poit^towh, placed ftt the extrc- 
f* mity of Bifiay tqwar^ lihe principality 

. *' of A/iurias. 

** -&*2^;w^ ^afaila^ glHj Smtandir form 
f f a kind ol^ triangle, of which iS^/»- 
f * iiandir \% the acuteft point, Wkhin 
*? that triangle are comprifed the princi-- 
f« pality of Bifcqyy the fnaaSl province 
*? of Otitpufcoa^j the bcft part of Na-- 
^[ varre, its capital not e)ccepced, and 

- *S a narrow diftrift called Aknsa. No 
*f diaJect of the Spaniib language is 
** ipoke within that triangle, but the 
^* tpfague (much more ancient than our 
*^ monarchy) calted Bafcuen:^^ as I faid, 
f* or Lengua Bafibn^ada^ 

■• ^^^"' • ^ . - ** In- 



; n:\ >* uh\ Bifcayv • and fotric parM of Kor 
i^^ niaf^Pis 1 hav^ rdided above a twcfvCf^ 
" mohdi, amd there have attcmjited t*i 
!^* /hearn «hat tongue ; but t6 very Ifttlc 
?:5!ipurpofe, as it is of a nature quite 
il* difFereftt from the Latin, Spanifti, and 
i? French ; nay, if our learned know 
^ what they fey, quite different from 
\*' ^any other kfiguage that ever was fa- 
*^ miliar to the Europeans. 
u .<* But I fee, that we are quitting our 
-«^ -firft fubj€;6l very faft (faid the Canon) 
-«? and are going to launch into another 
^^^ not eafily to be exhaufted. Let us 
** fttve it for to-morrow, as we are fooii 
'** going to alights To-morrow we will 
^* talk of the Bifcayans, and of their 
«** language, manners, and country. Let 
^* ' us conclude this day's talk with the 
^f common faying, that the Devil is not 
^* fo ' black as hfe is painted,* nor the 
/f Spaniard^' fo idle ' and wicked as 
V ■ Frenchnien a*:e pleafed to affirm/' ^^ 
r . V Such 
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Such wgis the fubiiance <)£ oiir long 
^hitrchat this afternoon, and fuch-is (he; 
opinion that my new. acquaintance has 
of the inhabitants of Spain in general, 
^nd of. the Aragonians in particular. 

a 

Jgut what he has here faid of thofe that 
live in the inner parts of this kingdom, 
a man needs be nc conjurer to know, 
that it may likewife juftly be faid of all 
people that live in the inner parts of any 
large country vvhatfoever. It is only ia 
great and populous towns, that the pro* 
iiigate can eafily aflbciate to keep each 
other in countenance, and hide their 
wickednefs behind that of others : 
jwhereas in fmall places, few darp to be 
vicious, partly for want - of company, 
and partly becaufe wickednefs is of little 
uft, and foon detefted among the few. 
The writers of travels are therefore very 
blameable, who fall indiftinftly upon 
^ny large nation, and brand the whole 
,mafs of its individuals, with thofe vices, 
phich they have happened to remark 

more 



! S'6 J 

ittofc Irequent ambngft the w^\AtmU 
af 'd- populousL^nSctropoIis; The peevilljt 
' fttyi'ift, ' whb paints i|hy iiation as pe*^ 
^lycbrrupttd, and the biltblit! rKytftbf^,^ 
who defer jbes * another ^b perfeftly inno- 
(itMj d^plart cqualfy from truth, irid, ^ 
fkr as in thefti lies, jhey both deceive* 
their reader r for^^Rich they dught to be 

cqbally 'certfnred ; yet tiot With aiiy de-^ 

■ ■> 

grec of ii?verity, »$' in fa'£l no body t*' 
fhc dupe of their exaggerated pl^lurejf 
and defer iptioni, as every reader Tias beci^ 
eai^Iy taught to make due allowAffte fdt* 
poetical itoaHgmty^ and poetical good- 
nature. But t!iat man does not come 
under this predicament, who .trufting't^' 
ffie diftance of places,- and the cHfficttlty 
6F deteftion, reprefehjf^ nations in falft^ 
eoloiirs, gives a bad charaSler to this^ and?* 
a worfe to that • thuis ^ chdeavourfng to 
raiie and mairitaiil prefudfces dnd* ani**' 
mofities in one part of 'mankind againft 
another^; Such a man ought not only 
to be fcverely cenfured and detefted, but 

driven 



. t i^7 V 

I 

t 

clxlven^ amppglT c^nibal^ ^ ati4 raviiffe^, 4^ 
^ common enetny to ti^e, great commo]>** 
Wf ahh of mankind. To 4.^oid rl^in^ 
tanked in . xhj^ clqtfs of fHcIi mf^ioi^vui 
d^amejTs^ jet n^: body ^write any thiif g 
q£ his trawls , wh^n ia $he paroxyipi: of. 
that fpleen^, that will parturallyr hsjSitifi 
a, mind ai»idft t^ numerous and lax^^ 
avoidable incoi^ivcnioncies of a lox^, 

yoxxxsKy^ Writing only when in gQo4 

» • 

liftimour, I acSPt pi;^tty ccafid^nt >hat wc| 
ibal^ find a}l oien pretty nearly tbef^si^ 
in :e?^ry Coventry, and -that: n^ trs^wk 
waiter fhall bc^ow upon^ milUpns tlieiii*^ 
t)&4Etiye$ thj^ are f^^arcdy d«ftrved by 4 
few thculands. 

r Ijsx US ifovf come to di^ {hort ftory; 
of this day. We dkied at the v^nta 4k 
^^a Luaft three leagues diftant franpi, 

tbis v^\^^ of BujahrdK "9^^ Atuated it% 
the mid ft of a fmall defart. The ventera 
tpld loe^ th^it ^e pays anauaUy thre^ 

> himdced 



* • * 

htiridrcd ^' pefos duros for the renting of 
tliat wretched houfe, which can fcarce 
hare ^coft fiich a fum in building. No- 
thiflg is proportionably (o dear through- 
out Spain, as the rent of ventas and 
pofadds. I wonder that the ventero of 
Santa Lucia does not fleece every tra- 
veller who happens to alight at his 
door, to repay himfelf a fum {o enor- 
mous. Biit the inceflant paflage of large 
gangs of muleteers, furnifhes him with" 
fufficient means oi fatisfying his land- 
Icrrd, and maintaining himfelf and fa- 
mily over and above : and the habit of 
being juft to thoife fdlows, who Certainly 
would not jput up with any impofition oF 
his, jfenders him indiftinflly honeft vvith 
every body elfe, that comes under his*' 
roof. He gave the Canon and me a good 
fowl, a couple of partridges, a fallad,* 

• A pefo duro is worth twenty reds i that is, liitir 
Ufs than five JhilUngiJterling. 

and 
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and a bit of cheefe, befides bread and * 
wine : yet my fhare of the reckoniivgi . 
did not amount to quite four reals. Had . 
he charged us thrice as much, we 
fhould not have thought him immode- 
rate ; and I told him fo as we fhook 
hands at parting. I know you would 
not, anfwered the man : but yo m quiero 
ir al infierno for ujiedes, " / will not go 
" to bell for the fake of your worfhipsr 
'Tis pity^ thought I, that virtue is fa 
miferably clad, and fo wretchedly lodged^ « 

A cloud of women farrounded us as 
we alighted here, all haftily knitting 
ftockings, which they offered to felLus 
for only nine reals a pair, though their 
worfted is very fine and verij thinly fpun* 



The End of the Third VoIume. 
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